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THE BOOK OF THE TffnUS4KD NIGHTS 
AND ONE NIGHT. 


HOW THE IMA.M ABOU YOUSUF EXTRICATED 
THE KlIALIF IIAROUN ER RhSUll) AND HIS 
VIZIEK JAAFER FROM A DILEMMA. 

It is said that Jaafor the Barmecide was one nig!tt 
carousing with Er Reshid, when the latter said to him, 
*0 Jaafer, I hear that thou hast boUj^ht such and such 
a slave -girl Now I have long sought her and my heart is 
taken up with love of her, for ^he is passing fair; so do 
thou sell her to me.’ ‘O Commaniier of the Faithtul,’ 
replied Jaafer, ‘I will not sell her.’ ‘Then give her to 
me/ rejoined the Khalif. *Nor will £ give her,’ an« 
swered Jaafer, ^Be Zubeideh triply divorced/ exclaimed 
Haroun, *if thou shalt not either sell or give her to me!' 
Quoth Jaafer, * Be ray wife triply divorced, if I either sell 
or give her to thee I ’ After awhile they recovered from 
their intoxication and were ware that they liad fallen into 
a grave dilemma, but knew not how to extricate them- 
selves, Then said Rr Reshid, ‘None can help us in this 
strait but Aftou Yousuf.’* So they sent for him, and this 
was in the middle of the night VYhen the messenger 
reached the Imam, he arose in alarm, saving in himself, 

‘ I should^not be sent for at this hour, save by reason of 

* A very famous legist and wit of the eighth ceatury and a rut me 
favourite with Er Rebhid, He was one of the chief pupiU of the lui im 
Abou Henifeh (see note, YoL II. p. 131) and wa*, Cali of Baghdad 
under the third, fourui and fifth KhaLi'. of the Abb'iside dyaa.fy. 

VOt. IV. 
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«om^ cnsis in Islam.* So he went out in haste and 
mounted his mule, saying to his servant, <Take the mule’s 
nose-bag with thee j it may be she has not finished hei 
feed ; and whan we come to the Khalif’s palace, put the 
bag on her, that she may eat what is left of her fodder, 
whilst I am with the Khalif.’ ‘I hear and obey,* replied 
the man. 

So the Imam rode to the palace and was admitted to 
the presence of Er Reshid, who made him sit down on 
the couch beside himself whereas he was used to seat^ 
none but him, and said to him, * We have sent for thee at 
this hour to advise us upon a grave matter, with which 
we know not how to deal* And he expounded to him 
the case. ‘O Commander of the Faithful,* replied Abou 
Yousuf, ‘ this is the easiest of things.’ Then he turned to 
Jaafer and said to him, *0 Jaafer, sell half of her to the 
Commander of the Faithful and give him the other half ; 
so shall ye both be quit of your oaths.* The Khalif was 
delighted with this and they did as he prescribed. Then 
SCXtbti said Er Reshid, * Bring me the girl at once, for I long for 
her exceedingly.* So they brought her and the Khalif said 
to Abou Yousuf, *I have a mind to lie with her forthright ; 
tat I cannot endure to abstain from her during the pre- 
scribed period of purification; how is this to be done?’ 

me one of thine unenfranchised male slaves,* an- 
swered the Imam, *and give me leave to marry her to 
him ; then let him divorce her before consummation. So 
shall it be lawful for thee to lie with her before purifi- 
cation,* This expedient pleased the Khalif yet more than 
the first and he seat for tie slave. When he came, Er 
Repaid said to the Imam, authorize thee to- marry her 
to him,* So the Imam proposed the marriage to the 
slave, who accepted it, and performed the due ceremony ; 
after which he said to the slave, "Divorce her, and thou 
thait have a hundred dinars.* But he refused to do this 


f 
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pnd the Imam went on to increase his ofiei, till lie 
bid him a thousand dinars. Then said the slave to him, 
Doth it rest with me to divoice her, or with thee iu 
the Commander of the hVithhii?^ ‘■Witn 
the Imam. ‘Then, by AlUh,' quoth tue sk\e, ‘I wiii 
never do it I " 

At this the w|is ex-ceulhi* winth atal to the 

In.am, HVhal is to be done, (> Abou Yousut?’ * Be a t 
roncerntd, O Commander of the Fail ful/ lei^Iied the 
‘the thing is easy. Make this slave the 
property.’ Quoth Kr Reshid, ‘ I ^ive him to hu ; and the 
Imam said to the girl, ‘Say, “I accept.”' So she said, 
‘1 accept:' whereupon quoth Abou Yousuf, ‘1 proiiour.re 
divorce between them, lor that he hath become her pio 
perty, and so the m«irruge is annulled,' With this, Kr 
Reshid sprang to his feet and exchimed, ‘ It is the like 
of tiiee tlut shall be Cadi in my time.* Then he called 
for sundry trays of gold and emptied them before Abou 
You&uf, to whom he said, ‘ Hast thou wherein to put this? 
The Imam bethought him of the mule’s nosebag; so 
he sent for it and filling it with gold, took it and went 
home; and on the morrow, he said to his friends, ‘There 
is no easier or shorter road to the goods of this world and 
the next, than that of learning ; for, see, I have received 
all this money for answering two or tliree questions.* 
Consider, then, O polite [reader], the pleasantness of 
this anecdote, „for it comprises diveis goodly features, 
amongst which are the complaisance of Jaafer to Er 
Reshid and the wisdom* of the Khalit and the exceeding 
wisdom of Abou Yousuf, may God the Most High havi 
meicy on all’lheir souls I 

^ Shown in ohoosix^ so learned a Cadi 



THE LOVER WHO FEIGNED HIMSELF A THIEF 
TO SAVE HIS MISTRESS'S HONOUR. 


There came one day to Khalid ibn Abdallah el Kesn,* 
governor of Bassora, a company of men dragging a youth 
of exceeding beauty and lofty bearing, whose aspect 
expiessed good breeding and dignity and abundant wit 
They brought him before the governor, who asked what 
was to do with him, and they replied, ‘This fellow 
thief, whom we caught last night in our dwelling/ Khalid 
looked at him and was struck with wonder at his well- 
favouredness and elegance ; so he said to the others, * Loose 
him,' and going up to the young man, asked what he 
had to say for himself. ‘The folk have spoken truly,' 
answered he j ‘ and the case is as they have said/ ‘ And 
what moved thee to this,* asked Khalid, ‘ and thou so noble 
and comely of aspect?' ‘The lust after worldly good,’ 
replied the other, ‘ and the ordinance of God, glorified and 
exalted be He ! * ‘ May thy mother be bereaved of thee I ’ 
rejoined Khalid, ‘Hadst thou not, in thy fair face and 
sound sense and good breeding, what should restrain thee 
from thieving?' ‘O Amir,' answered the young man, 
‘leave this talk and proceed to what God the Most High 
hath ordained; this is what my hands have earned, and 
God is no oppressor of His creatures/ ® Khalid was silent 
awhile, consideiing the matter ; then he said to the young 
man, ‘Verily, thy confession before witnesses perplexes 
me, for I cannot believe thee to be a thief. Surely thou 
hast some story that is other than one of theft. Tell it 
‘ O Amir,’ replied the youth, * deem thoU nought save 

^ Gwemor of the two Iraks {#.«. Bassora and Cufa) in the reign o.' 
Hhhftm, tenth Khalif of the Ommiade dynasty (a.d. 7230741). He wau 
oelebtated for his btjneficence mi liberality. 

* iU. lyS, etc. 
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.vhat I have confessed; for I have no story other than that 
I entered these folk’s house aild stoic I lay 

hands on, and they caught me and took the stub *j< m 
me and carried me befoie thee.* Then Khtlul K^lc cb|> 
him in prison and commanded a criei to inak<- piot 
throughout Bassora, saving, * Ho, whobo is rnr.ch <1 to lov^k 
upon the puni^hnient of such an one, the thufj aid Jie 
cutting oft of hib naivi, let liim Le present tomonov 
morning at such a p’ncel* 

When the youth found himseT m pnNon, with m>ns on 
h&^feet, he iighed heavily ami re; t Uedi the ioAluwing 
\etbCJ, whilst the tears strvaniui fiom liiSC>es: 

Khahd doth threaten m** ^\tth catting off my hand. Except 1 revest* 
to liim my niistie'^s* case. 

Bat, *‘God forbid,’* quuih I, *Mhat I diculd e*ei reveal Tn.n t.vl of 
love for her niy bosom «loth embiace I” 

The cutimg-off my hand, foi that I nave confe.»^cd Urito, less gricvoa* 
weie to me tl^An her edb^race. 

The warders heard him and went and told Kh J id, 
sent for the youth after mghtfall and conversed \urn him* 

He found him well-bred and intelligent and of a pleasant 
and vivacious wit; so he ordered him food and he ate. 

Then said Khalid, * I know tliuu hast a stoiy to tell that 
is no thiefs ; so, %vhen the Cadi comes to-morrow morn- 
ing and questions thee before the iolk, do thou deny the 
charge of theft and avouch what mu) avert the cuttlng- 
oif of thy hand ; for the Prophet (whom God bless and 
preserve) sailh, “In cases of doubt, esciiew [or dtfei] Jffgl 
punishment*”* Then he sent him back to the prisun, cCKb 
where he passed the night. 

On the morrow, the folk assembled to see his hand cwt 
off, nor was**there man or woman in Bassora but came 
lorth to look upon his punishment. Then Khalid mounted 
in company of the notables of the city and others and 
lummoning the Cadi, sent for the young man, who came, 
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hobbling in his shackles. There was none saw him but 
wept for him, and the women lifted up their voices in 
lamentation. The Cadi bade silence the women and said 
to the prisoner, * These folk avouch that thou didst enter 
their dwelling and steal their goods : belike thou stolest 
less than a quarter dinar?’' *Nay/ replied he, stole 
more than that.’ * Peradventure,’ rejoined the Cadi, * thou 
art partner with them in some of ^he goods?’ * Not so,’ 
replied the young man ; ‘ it was all theirs. I had no right 
in it,’ At this Khalid was wroth and rose and smote him on 
the face with his whip, applying this verse to his own ca^e : 

Man wisheth and seeketh his wish to fiilEl, But Allah denieth save that 
vkhich He will. 

Then he called for the executioner, who came and taking 
the prisoner’s hand, set the knife to it and was about* to 
cut it off, when, behold, a damsel, clad in tattered clothes, 
pressed through the crowd of women and cried out and 
threw herself on the young man. Then she unveiled and 
showed a face like the moon ; whereupon the people raised 
a mighty clamour and there was like to have been a riot 
amongst them. But she cried out her loudest, saying, ^ 1 
conjure thee, by Allah, O Amir, hasten not to cut off this 
man’s hand, till thou have read what is in this scroll I ’ So 
saying, she gave him a scroll, and he took it and read 
therein the following verses : 

0 Klialid, thh man ia lore-maddened, a slave of dedie, Transfixed by 

the glances that sped ft am the bows of my eye.r 

1 he shaft % of my looks 'twas that pierced him and slew him; indeed, He 

a bondsman of love, sick for passion and like for to die. 

Vea, mther a crime, that he wrought not, he choose to confess Than 
ioficr on her whom he cherished dishonour to He. 

Hate ruth on a sorrowful lover ; indeed he’s no thiefi But the noblest 
and tment of morlils for paWon that sigh. 

* ** The hand of a thief not be cut off few stealing less than • 

ol a dinar.’ mi 
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When he had read this, he called the girl apart and 
.questioned her ; and she told him that the young man was 
her lover and she his mistress. He came to the <iwelling 
of her people, thinking to visit her, and threw a stone into 
the house, to warn her of his coming. Her father and 
brothers heard the noise of the stone and sallied out on 
him; but he, hearing them coming, caught up all the 
household stuif and «iade as if he would have stolen it, to 
cover his mistress's honour. ‘So they seized him/ con- 
tinued she, ‘saying, “A thief!” and brought him before 
^hee, whereupon he confessed to the robbery and persisted 
in his confession, that he might spare me dishonour ; and 
this he did, making himself a thief, of the exceeding 
nobility and generosity of his nature.^ 

*He is indeed worthy to have his desire/ replied Khalid 
and calling the young man to him, kissed him between 
the eyes. Then he sent for the girl’s father and bespoke 
him, saying, ‘O elder, we thought to punish this young 
man by cutting off his hand ; but God (to whom belong 
might and majesty) hath preserved us from this, and I 
now adjudge him the sum of ten thousand dirhems, for 
that he would have sacrificed his hand for the preservation 
of thine honour and that of thy daughter and the sparing 
you both reproach. Moreover, I adjudge other ten thou- 
sand dirhems to thy daughter, for that she made known to 
me the truth of the case ; and I ask thy leave to marry 
him to her.* * O Amir,* rejoined the old man, ‘ thou hast 
my consent^ So Khalid praised God and thanked Him 
and offered up a goodly exhortation and pra5^er ; after CCXclXu 
which he said to the young man, ‘ I give thee this damsel 
to wife, with her own and her father*s consent ; and her 
dowry shall be this money, to wit, ten thousand dirhems/ 

• I accept this marriage at thy hands/ replied the youth and 
Khalid let carry the money on trays in procession to the 
young man’s house, whilst the people dispersed, full of 
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gladness. And snrely [quoth he who tells the tale^] never 
saw I a rarer day than this, for that its beginning was 
weeping and afSiction and its end joy and gladness. 

IAAFER the BARMECIDE AND THE BEAN- 
SELLER. 

When Haroun er Reshid put Jaafcr the Barmecide to 
death, he commanded that all who wept or made moan 
for him should be crucified ; so the folk abstained from 
this Now there was a Bedouin from a distant desert^ 
who used every year to make and bnng to Jaafer an ode 
m his honour, for which he rewarded him with a thousand 
dinars ; and the Bedouin took them and returning to hi> 
own country, lived upon them, he and his family, for the 
rest of the year. Accordingly, he came with his ode at 
the wonted lime and finding Jaafer done to death, betook 
himselt to the place where his body was hanging, and there 
made his camel kneel down and wept sore and mourned 
grievously. Then he recited his ode and fell asleep. Ii* 
his sleep Jaafer the Barmecide appeared to him and said, 

* Thou hast weaned thyself to come to us and findest u: 
as thou seest; but go to Bassora and ask for such a man 
there of the merchants of the town and say to him, “ Jaafer 
the Barmecide salutes thee and bids thee give me a thou* 
nand dinars, by the token of the bean.” * 

When the Bedouin awoke, he repaired to Bassora, where 
he sougat out the merchant and repeated tq him what 
Jaafer had said in the dream ; whereupon he wept sore, till 
he was like to depart the world. Then he welcomed the 
Be<inuin and entertained him three days as an honoured 
guest} and when he was minded to depart, he^gave hiiu 
a thousand and five hundred dinars, saying, ‘The thousand 

^ El AsiuaSi the poet, author or compiler of the weII*knowii romance 
of Anur 
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i^re what is coinn»an<ied to thee, and the five hundred arc 
a gift from me to thee; and every >car tliou shall have 
of me a thousand dinars/ When the Bedouin was about 
to take leave, he said to the merchant, *I conjuie ihee, by 
Allah, tell me the story of the bean, that 1 may know the 
origin of all this/ ‘In the early part ot my Lfe,’ leplied 
the merchant, ‘ I was miserably poor and hiivked hot boded 
beans about the streets «of Baghdad for a living. 

I went out one cold, rainy day, without clothes enough 
on my body to protect me from the weather, now shivering 
fo^ excess of cold and now stumbling into the pools oi 
rain-water, and altogether in so piteous a plignt as nuuid 
make one shudder to look upon. Now it chanced that 
Jaafer was seated that day, with his officers and favouiites, 
in an upper chamber overlooking the street, and his eye 
fell on me ; so he took pity on my case and sendimg one of 
his servants to fetch me to him, said to me, “5ell thy 
beans to my people/* So I begin to mete out the hems 
with a measure I had with me, and each who took a 
measure of beans filled the vessel with gt la pieces, till the 
basket was empty. Then I gatheied tugciaer the money 
I had gotten, and Jaafer said to me, Hast thou any 
beans left?” “I know not,” answered I and son ht m 
the basket, but found only one bean. This Jaattr took 
and splitting it in twain, kept one half himseli and gave 
the c'ther to one of his favourites, saying, “ For how mucii 
wilt thou buy this half-bean?” ‘‘For the tale of ail this 
money twice-t#ld,” replied she; whereat I wascouknmded 
and said in myself “This is impossible/* But, as I stood 
wondering, she gave an order to one of her handmaid 
and the girl brought me the amount twice-toli. Then 
said Jaafer,^* And I will buy my half for twice the sum oi 
the whole. Take the price of thy bean.” And he gave an 
order to one of hi? servants, who gathered together the 
whole of the money and Imd it in my basket ; and I tCM>k 



ft and departed. Then I betook myself to Bassora, where 
I traded with the money and God prospered me, to Him 
be the praise and the thanks ! So, if I give thee a thou- 
sand dinars a year of the bounty of Jaafer, it will in no 
wise irk me.’ Consider then the munificence of Jaafer’s 
nature and' how he was praised both alive and dead, the 
mercy of God the Most High be upon him f 

ABOTJ MOHAMMED THE LAZY. 

It IS told that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day tJn 
the throne of the Khalifate, when there came in to him 
a youth of his eunuchs, bearing a crown of red gold, set 
with pearls and rubies and all manner other jewels, such as 
money might not buy, and k ssing the ground before him, 
Kfcilltsaid, *0 Commander of the Faithful, the lady Zubeideh 
C£C. kisses the earth before thee and saith to thee, thou know- 
est she hath let make this crown, which lacks a great 
jewel for its top ; and she hath made search among her 
treasures, but cannot find a jewel to her mind.^ Quoth 
the Khalif to his chamberlains and oihcers, ^ Make search 
for a great jewel, such as Zubeideh desires.* So they 
sought, but found nothing befitting her and told the 
Khalif, who was vexed thereat and exclaimed, ‘Am I 
Khalif and king of the kings of the earth and lack of a 
jewel? Out on ye I Enquire of the merchants.^ So they 
enquired of the merchants, who replied, ‘Our lord the 
Khalif will not find a jewel such as he requires save with 
a man of Bassora, by name Abou Mohammed the Lazy.* 
They acquainted the Khalif with this and he bade hii 
Vizier Jaafer send a letter to the Amir Mohammed ez 
Zubeidi, governor of Bassora, commanding him to equip 
Abou Mohammed the Lazy and bring him to Baghdad. 

Jaafer accordingly wrote a letter to that effect and 
despatched it by Mesrour, who set out forthright for 
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Bassora and went in to the governor, who rejoiced in him 
and entreated him with the utmost honour. Then Mesrour 
read him the Khalifs mandate, to which he replied, * I 
hear and obey/ and forthwith despatched him, with a com- 
pany of his followers, to Abou Mohammed's house. When 
they reached it, they knocked at the door, whereupon a 
servant came out and Mesrour said to him, ^Tell thy m,ister 
that the Commander of the Faithful calls for him.’ 
servant went in and told hh nidstei, who came iiut an^* 
found Mesrour, the Khalifs chamberlain, and a cum]>auy 
the governor's men at the door. So he kissed the eartli 
before Mesrour and said, ‘ I hear and obey the summons ot 
the Commander of the Faithful j but enter ye my house.* 
* We cannot do that,' replied ^Mesrour, * save in haste ; for 
the Commander of the Faithful awaits thy coming.' But 
he said, *Have patience with me a little, till 1 set my 
affairs in order.’ So, after much pressure and persuasion, 
they entered and found the corridor hung with curtains 
of blue brocade, figured with gold, and Abou Mohammed 
bade one of his servants carry Mesrour to the bath. Now 
this bath was in the house and Mesrour found its walls 
and floor of rare and precious marbles, wrought witn gold 
and silver, and its waters mingled with rose-water. The 
servants served Mesrour and his company on the must 
perfect wise and clad them, on their going forth of the 
bhth, in robes of honour of brocade, interwoven with 
gold. 

Then they went in to Abou Mohammed and found bin* 
seated in his upper chamber upon a couch inlaid with 
jewels. Over his head hung curtains of gold brocadt, 
wrought with pearls ami jewels, and the place was spread 
with cushions, embroidered in red gold. When he saw 
Mesrour, he rose to receive him and bidding him welcomei 
seated him by his side. Then he called for food : so they 
brought the table of food, which when Mestour saw, he 
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exclaimed, ' By Allah, never saw I the like of this in the 
palace of the Commander of the Faithful ! ' For indeed 
it comprised all manner of meats, served in dishes of 
gilded porcelain. So they ate and drank and made merry 
till the end of the day, when Abou Mohammed gave 
Mesrour and each of his company five thousand dinars ; 
and on the morrow he clad them in dresses of honour 
of green and gold and entreated them with the utmost 
honour. Then said Mesrour to him, ‘We can abide no 
longer, for fear of the Khalifs displeasure.^ ‘O my lord,* 
answered Abou Mohammed, ‘have patience with us tiU"^ 
to-morrow, that we may equip ourselves, and we will then 
depart with you.* So they tarried that day and night 
with him ; and next morning, Abou Mohammed's servants 
saddled him a mule with housings and trappings of gold, 
set with all manner pearls and jewels ; whereupon quoth 
Mesrour in himself, wonder if, when he presents him- 
self in this equipage before the Commander of the Faith- 
ful, he win ask him how he came by all this wealth.’ 

Then they took leave of Ez Zubeidi and setting out from 
Bassoxa, fared on, without stopping, till they reached 
Baghdad and presented themselves before the Khalif, who 
bade Abou Mohammed be seated. So he sat down and 
addressing the Khalif in courtly wise, said to him, *0 
Commander of the Faithful, I have brought with me a 
present by way of homage : have I thy leave to produce 
it?* ‘There is no harm in that,’ replied the Khalif; 
whereupon Abou Mohammed caused bring in a chest, 
from which he took a number of rarities and amongst 
the rest, trees of gold, with leaves of emerald and fruits of 
rubies and topazes and pearls. Then he fetched another 
chest and brought out of it a pavilion of brocade^ adorned 
with pearls and rubies and emeralds and chrysolites and 
other precious stones ; its poles were of the finest Indian 
aloes-wood, and its skirts were set with emeralda Thereon 
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depicted all manner beasts and birds and other created 
things, spangled with rubies and emeralds and chrysolite 
and balass rubies and other precious stones. 

When Er Reshid saw these things, he rejoiced exceed 
iiigly, and Abou Mohammed said to him, * O Commancle* 
of the Faithful, deem not that I have brought these U 
thee, fearing aught or coveting aught ; but I knew myse’i 
to be but a man of the people and that these things be 
fitted none save the Commander of the Faithful. Ana 
"^now, with thy leave, I will show thee, for thy diversion, 
something of what I can do/ *Do what thou wilt/ m- 
swered Er Reshid, * that we may see/ ‘ I hear and 
said Abou Mohammed and moving his lips, beckoned t 
the battlements of the palace, whereupon they inclined 
him; then he made another sign to them, and they n 
tamed to their place. Then he raa<ie a sign with his eye, 
and theie appeired before him cabinets \uth closed doors, 
to which he spoke, and lo, the voices of birds answered 
him [from wdthiii]. The Khalif marv'cllcd exceedingly at 
this and said to him, * How earnest thou by all this, seeing 
that thou art only known as Abou Mohammed the L»/y, 
and they tell me that thy father was a barber-sargs.‘on, 
serving in a puldic bath, and left thee nothing?* *0 
Commander of the Faithful/ answeied he, Misten tu my 
story, for it is an extraordinary one ami its particulars are ecti 
wonderful) were it graven with needles upon the comers 
of the ey$, h would serve as a lesson to him who can prol “ 
by admonition/ ‘ Let us hear it/ said the Khalif. 

* Know then, > Commander of the Faitiiful,' replie 1 
Abou Mohammed, *(raay God prolong to thee glory and 
dominion,") that the report of the folk, that I am known as 
the Lasy and that my father left me nothing, is true ; fci 
he was, as thou hast said, but a barber surgeon in a bath. 

In ray youth I was the laziest wight on the face of the 
earth ; indeed, so great was my sluggishness that, if I lav 
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asleep in the sultry season and the sun came round upon 
me, I was too lizy to rise and remove from the sun to the 
shade; and thus 1 abode till I reached my fifteenth year, 
when my father was admitted to the mercy of God the 
Most High and left me nothing. However, my mother 
used to go out to service and feed me and give me to 
drink, whilst I lay on my side. r 

One day, she came in to me, with five silver dirhems, 
and said to me, “O my son, I hear that the SJteikh Aboul 
Muzeffer is aboul to go a voyage to China/* (Now this"” 
Sheikh was a good and charitable man and loved the 
poor.) ^‘So come, let us carry him these five dirhems 
and beg him to buy thee therewith somewhat from the 
land of China, so haply thou mayst make a profit of it, by 
the bounty of God the Most High ! ” I was too lazy to 
move; but she swore by Allah that, except I rose and 
went with her, she would neither bring me meat nor drink 
nor come in to me, but would leave me to die of hunger 
and thirst When I heard this, O Commander of the 
Faithful, I knew she would do as she said ; so I said to 
her, “ Help me to sit up/' She did so, and I wept the 
while and said to her, ** Bring me my shoes.” Accord- 
ingly, she brought them and I said, “Put them on my 
feet” She put them on my feet and I said, Lift me up.** 
So she lifted me up and I said, “ Support me, that I may 
walk.” So she supported me and I went along thus, still 
stumbling in my skirts, till we came to ther river-bank, 
where we saluted the Sheikh and I said to him, “ O uncle, 
art thou Aboul Muzeffer?” “At thy service,” answered 
he, and I said, “Take these dirhems and buy me some- 
what from the land of China: haply, Gk)d may^ vouchsafe 
me a profit of it” Quoth the Sheikh to his companions, 
“ Do ye know this youth?” “Yes,” replied they; “he is 
known as Abou Mohammed the Lazy, and we never saw 
him s& from his house till now.” Then said he to me, 
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my son, give me the dirhems and the bUssing ot Tod 
the Mo&t ii%h go ^ith them!” So he took the monej , 
s&yivg, In the name of God I ” and I returned home with 
my mother. 

Meanwhile the Sheikh set sail, with a company oi 
merchants, and stayed not till they re?iched the vi 
China, where they bqjighl and sold, and haung c1oji«e 
their intetit, set out ou theii homeward voyage. Wl.e i 
they had been three days at sea, the Sheikh said to hn 
company, “Stay the ship!” And they a^ked him uhpt 
was to do with him. ‘*Kuow,” replied he, “that I ba\c 
forgotten the commission with which Abou Mohamuiod 
the Lazy charged mej so let us turn back, that we xaa> 
buy him somewhat whereby he may profit.” We conjure 
thee, by God the Most High,” exclaimed they, “ turn noi 
back with us; for we have traversed an exceeding great 
distance and endured sore hardship and many periU.” 
Quoth he, There is no help for it;” and they said, 
‘‘Take from us double the profit of the five dirhems and 
turn not back with us.” So he agreed to this and the> 
collected for him a great sum of money. 

Then they sailed on, till they came to an island, wherein 
was much people; so they moored thereto and the mer- 
chants went ashore, to buy thence precious metals and 
pearls and jewels and so forth. Piesently, Aboul iMu/^fier 
saw a man seated, with many apes before him, anfl amongst 
them one whos^ hair had been plucked ofi*. As otten as 
the man’s attention was diverted from thetii, the other 
apes fefl upon the plucked one and beat him and threw 
him on their master; whereupon the latter rose and beat 
them and bouxid them and punished them for this , and all 
the apes were wroth with the plucked ape therefor and 
beat him the more. When Aboul Muzeffer saw this, he 
took compassion upon the plucked ape and said to his 
master, “Wilt thou sell me yonder ape?” “ Buy,” replied 
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tae man, and Aboul rC " I have with me five 
diihems, belonging to ^ Wilt thou sell me 

t le ape for that sum ? '* f°swered the ape- 


t le ape for that sum ? " 7 “‘“f> Mswered the ape- 

.nerchant « May God give thee a blessing of him I ” go 
the Sheikh paid the tooDey and his slaves took the ape 


iVlay ^ 

the Sheikh paid the tooiiey 
and tied him up in the ship- 
Then they loosed sail and made Jor another island, where 
they cast anchor; and there came down divers, who dived 
for peails and corals a»d jewels. So the merchants 

hired them for money and they dived. When the ape saw 
this, he did himself loose from his bonds and leaping ofi 
the ship’s side, dived with them ; whereupon quoth Aboul 
Muzefier, “ There is power and no virtue but in God 
the Most High, the Supreme ! The ape is lost to us, by 
the [ill] fortune of the poor ieUow for whom we bought 
him." And they despaired of him ; but, after awhile, the 
company of divers rose to the surfece, and with them’ the 
ape, with his hands foil of jewels of price, which he threw 
down before Aboul M^izeffer, who marvelled at this and 
said, “There hangs some great mystery by this ape 1” 

Then they cast off and sailed till they came to a third 
island, called the Island of the Zunouj,* who are a people 
of the blacks, that eat human flesh. When foe blacks 
saw them, they boarded them in canoes and faHug aU in 
the ship, pmioned them and carried them to their king 
who bade slaughter certain of foe merchants. So Act 
slaughtered them and ate their flesh; and^foe rest passed 
foe night in prison and sore concern. But^ when it was 
imidjmgh^ the ape arose and going up to Aboul Muzeffer. 

^ free, they 
beat thy hands, 

fit dclhSS that he who 

U «« S ?K leave, was none ofoer than this 

»I», and I buy my j-giease of him at a thousand dinars.” 

^ (««/. Zengibar)* 
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*'And we likewise,” rejoined the merchants, will pay him 
a thousand dinars each, if he release us,” With this, the 
ape went up to them and loosed their bonds, one by one, 
till he had freed them all, when they made for the ship 
and boarding her, found all safe and nothing mis^ng. So 
they cast off and set sail; and piesently Aboul Muzeffe? 
said to them, n^erchants, fulfil your promise to the 
f^pe.” hear and obey,” ans were <i they «iii i paid him 

a thousand dinars each, whilst Aboul Muzeiler brought out 
to him the like sum of his own monies, so that there was 
a great sum of money collected for the ape. 

Then they fared on till they reached the city of Bassota, 
where their friends came out to meet them ; and when they 
had landed, the Sheikh said, ** Where is Abou Mohammed 
the Lazy?” The news reached my mother, who came to 
me, as I lay asleep, and said to me, ‘*0 iny son, the 
Sheikh Aboul Muzeffer has come bark and is now in the 
city ; so go thou to him and salute hun and enquire what 
he hath brought thee; it may be God hath blessed thee 
with somewhat.” “Lift me from the ground,” quoth I, 
“and prop me up, whilst I Wiilk to the nver-bank.” So 
she liftetl me up and I went out and walked on, stumbling 
in my skirts, till I met the Sheikh, who exchimed, at sight 
of me, “ Welcome to hun whose money has been the means 
ot my delivery and that of these raeicJunts, by tlie will of 
God the Most High 1 Take this ape that I bought for 
thee and carry him home and wait till I come to thee.” 
So I took the ape, saying in m>self, **By Allah, thh is 
indeed rare merchandise!” and drove it home, where 1 
said to my mother, “ Whenever I lie down to sleep, thou 
biddest me%ise and trade; see now this merchandise with 
thine own eyes.” 

Then I sat down, and presently up came Aboul Muzeder% 
slaves and said to me, “Art thou Abou Mohammed the 
Lazy?” “Yes,” answered I ; and behold, Aboul Muzmtt 
VOL. IV. 



IS 

appeared behmd them. So I went up to him and kissed 
his hands; and he t-ald to me, “Come with me to my 
house/^ ** I hear and obey/* answered I and followed him 
to his house, where he bade his servants bring me the 
money [and what not else the ape had earned me]* So 
they brought it and he said to me, “ O my son, God hath 
bleshcd thee with this wealth, by way of profit on thy five 
dirhtms*" Then the slaves laid the treasure in chests, 
nhich they set on their heads, and Aboul Muzefier gave 
me the keys of the chests, saying, “ Go before the slaves 
to thy house ; for ail this wealth is thine.” So I returned 
to my mother, who rejoiced in this and said to me, “ O my 
son, God hath blessed thee with this much wealth ; so put 
off thy laziness and go down to the bazaar and sell and 
buy.** So I shook off my sloth, and opened a shop in 
the bazaar, where the ape used to sit on the same divan 
with me, eating with me when I ate and drinking when 
I drank. But, every day, he was absent from daybreak 
till noon-day, when he came back, bringing with him a 
purse of a thousand dinars, which he laid by my side, 
and sat down. Thus did he a great while, till I amassed 
much wealth, wherewith I bought houses and lands and 
planted gardens and got me slaves, black and white and 
male and female. 

One day, as I sat in my shop, with the ape at my side, 
he began to turn right and left, and I said in myself, 
** What ails the beast ? ” Then God made the ape speak 
with a glib tongue, and he said to me, “O Abou Moham- 
med !” When 1 heard him speak, I was sore afraid; but 
he said to me, “ Fear not ; I wDl tell thee my case. Know 
that I am a Marid of the Jinn and came to Cliee, because 
of thy poor estate ; but to-day thou knowest not the tale 
of thy wealth ; and now I have a need of thee, wherein if 
thou do my will, it shall be well for thee."* “ What is it ? ” 
asked 1, and he said, “I have a mmd to marry thee to 
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ft gtri like the fall moon.'' <*How so?" quoth I. To- 
morrow," replied he, ^^don thou thy richest clothes and 
mount thy mule, with the saddle of gold, and ride to the 
forage-market. There enquire for the shop of the Sheriff 
and sit down beside him and say to him, ^ I come to thee 
as a suitor for thy daughter’s hand.* If he say to thee, 

‘Thou hast neither money nor condition nor family,* pul! 
out a thousand dinars and give them to him ; and if he astc 
more, give him more and tempt him with money." “1 
hear and obey," answered I j “ to-monrow, if it please God, 

I will do thy bidding/* 

So on the morrow I donned my richest clothes and 
mounting my mule with trappings of gold, rode, attended 
by half a score slaves, black and white, to the forage- 
market, where I found the Shenf sitting in his shop. I iCfCcftI 
alighted and saluting him, seatetl myself beside him, Quothi CCCUf 
he, “Haply, thou bast some business with us, which we 
may have the pleasure of transacting?” “ Yes,” answered 
I; “I have business with thee.” “And what is it?" 
asked he. Quoth I, “ I come to thee as a suitor foi thy 
daughter’s hand," And he said, “Tiiou has»i neither 
money nor condition nor family ; " whereupon I pulled out 
a thousand dinars of red gold and said to him, “Tnis 
is my rank and family j and he whom God bless and keep 
hath said, ‘The best of ranks is wealtii.’ And how weU 
saith the poet : 

Whoso hath mon^, though it be but dirhems twain, hts Have ieamt 
ftU manner speech and he can speak and fear no slight. 

His brethren and his mates draw near and hearken to his word And 
'mongst the folk thou seest him walk, a glad and priaelui wi^ht. 

But for the money, in the which he gloneth on this TUouMat had 
Idm, midst hU fellow^men, m passing sotry 

^ The word Sk4n/(i>t noble) signihes strictly a descenvUiU of tho 
martyr Hussein, son of the Khalif Ah ; but it i» here m the sense 
ol chief [of tne bazaar]. 
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Vca, ♦fhensoe^er the rich man speaks, though in his speech he err, * Thon 
hast not spoken a vain thing,’ tliey say ; ‘indeed, thou’rt right.* 
But, for the poor man, an he speak, albeit he say sooth. They say, 
‘Thou liest,’ and make void his speech and hold it light. 

For money, ’veri!) , in all the lands beneath the sun, With goodliness and 
dignity doth its posscbsots dight 

A veiy tongue it for him who would be eloquent And eke a weapon 
to b‘s hand who hath a mind to fight.** 

When he heard this, he bowed his head awhile, then, 
raising it, said, “ If it must be so, I will have of thee other 
three thousand dinars." ‘‘I hear and obey," answered I 
and sent one of my servants to my house for the money. 
When he came back with it, I handed it to the Sherif, who 
rose and bidding his servants shut his shop, invited his 
brother-merchants to the wedding ; after which he carried 
me to his house and drew up the contract of marriage 
between his daughter and myself, saying to me, “ After ten 
days, 1 will bring thee in to her." So I went home rejoicing 
and shutting myself up with the ape, told him what had 
passed ; and he said, “Thou hast done well.” 

When the time appointed by the Sherif drew near, the 
ape said to me, “ There is a thing I would fain have thee 
do for me; and after, thou shalt have of me what thou 
wilt" “What is that?" asked I. Quoth he, the 
upper end of the bridechamber stands a cabinet, on whose 
door is a padlock of brass and the keys under it Take 
the keys and open the cabinet, in which thou wilt find 
a coffer of iron, with four taiismanic flags at its angles. 
In its midst is a brass basin full of money, wherein is tied 
a white cock with a deft comb; and on one 'side of the 
coffer are eleven serpents and on the other a knife. Take 
the knife and kill the cock ; cut away the flags and over- 
turn the chest; then go back to the bride and do away 
her maidenhead. This is what I have to ask of thee " 
hear and obey," answered I and betook myself to the 
SheriPs house. 
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As soon as I entered the bridechamber, I looked for the 
cabinet and found it even as the ape had described it. 
Then I went in to the bride and marvelled at her beauty 
and grace and symmetry, for indeed they were such as no 
tongue can set forth. So I rejoiced in her with an ex- 
ceeding joy; and in the middle of the night, when she 
slept, I rose and taking the keys, opened the cabinet 
Then I took the knife*and killed the cock and threw down 
the flags and overturned the coffer, whereupon the giri 
awoke and seeing the closet open and the cock slain, 
exclaimed, “There is no powder and no virtue but in God 
the Most High, the Supreme! The Marid hath gotten 
me!” Hardly had she made an end of speaking, when 
the Marid came down upon the house and seizing the 
bride, flew away with her ; whereupon there arose a great 
clamour and in came the Sherif, buffeting his face, “O 
Abou Mohammed/’ said he, “ what is this thou hast done ? 
Is it thus thou requitest us ? 1 made the talisman m the 

cabinet in my fear for my daughter from this accursed 
one ; for these six years hath he sought to steal away the 
girl, but could not. But now there is no more abiding 
for thee with us j so go thy ways/' 

So I went out and returned to my owii hou.se, where I 
made search for the ape, but could find no trace of him ; 
whereby I knew that he was the IMarid, who had taken 
my wife and had tricked me into destroying the talisman 
that hindered him from taking her, and repented, rending 
my clothes and* bufi'eting my face; and there was no land 
but was straitened upon me. So I made for the desert, 
knowing not whither I should go, and wandered on, ab- 
sorbed in melancholy thought, till night overtook me. 
Presently, I saw two serpents fighting, a white one and 
a tawny. So I took up a stone and throwing it at tlje 
tawny serpent, which was the aggressor, killed it ; where- 
upon the white serpent made ofif, but returned alter awhiiet 



accompanied by ten others of the same colour, which went 
up to the dead serpent and tore it in pieces, till but the 
head was left. Then they went their ways and I fell 
prostrate for weariness on the ground where I stood; 
hut, as I lay, pondering my case, I heard a voice repeat 
the following verses, though I saw no one ; 

L«t destiny with slackened rein its course appointed fare And lie tkm 
down by night to sieep with heart devoid of care. 

For, *wixt the closing of the eyes and th* opening thereof^ God hath it 
in Kis power to change a case from foul to fair. 

When I heard this, great concern got hold of me and 
I was bej^ond measure troubled ; and I heard a voice from 
behind me repeat these verses also: 

Muslltn, whose guldens the Koran and his due. Rejoice, for succouf 
coiaaeth thee unto. 

Let not the wiles of Satan make thee me^ For we 're a folk whose 
creed's the One, the True. 

Then said I, “I conjure thee by Him whom thou 
worshippest, let me know who thou artP* Thereupon 
the unseen speaker appeared to me, in the likeness of 
a man, and said, ^^Fear not; for the report of thy good 
deed hath reached us, and we are a people of the true- 
believing Jinn. So, if thou lack aught, let us know it, 
that we may have the pleasure of fulfilling thy need.” 

Indeed,” answered I, I am in sore need, for there 
hath befallen me a grievous calamity, whose like never 
yet befell man.” Quoth h^ Surely, thou art Abou Mo- 
hammedth^ And I answered, ^‘OAbou 

Mohamm^” rejoined the genie, I am the brother of 
the wMb serp^^ whose enemy thou sieweSt We are 
foifr brothers, by one father and mother, and we are all 
indebted ^ thee for thy kindness. Know that he who 
pMyed ape, is 

a Mtoid cl the Mands of Jinn l and had he not used 
■ he had never been to take the girl; foi 
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iidih loved het and had a mind to take her this long 
while, bnt could not win at her, being hindered of the 
UiJbman; and had it lemained as it was, he could never 
have done so. However , fret not ihysell for that ; we will 
bring thee to her and kdl the Marid ; for thy kindness is 
not lost upon us.” 

Then he cried out with a terriiile voice, and behold, 
there appeared a corffpany of Jinn, of whom he enquired CCtib. 
concerning the ape, and one of them said, ‘‘I know his 
abidmg-piace ; it is in the City of Brass, upon which the 
sun riseth not.” Then said the first genie to me, ‘‘O Abou 
Mohammed, take one of these our slaves, and he will carry 
thee on his back and teach thee how tnou shalt get back 
the girl : but know that he is a Marid and beware lest thou 
utter the name of God, whilst he is carrying thee ; or he 
will flee from thee, and thou wilt tail and be destroyed.” 

“ I hear and obey,” answered I and chose out one of the 
slaves, who bent down and said to me, “ Mount.” So I 
mounted on his back, and he fliew up writh me into the air^ 
till I lost sight of the earth and saw the stars as they were 
fixed mountains and heard the angels glorifying God in 
heaven, what while the Marid held me in converse, divert- 
ing me and hindering me from pronouncing the name of 
God. But, as we flew, behold, one clad in green raiment, 
with streaming tresses and radiant face, holding in hii 
hand a javelin whence issued sparks of fire, accosted me, 
saying, ** O Abou Mohammed, say, * There is no god but 
God and Mohammed is His apostle ; ' or I will smite thee 
with this javelin.” 

Now I was already sick at heart of my [forced] absten- 
tion firom q^liing on the name of God ; so I said, ** There 
is no god but God and Mohammed is His apostle.” 
Whereupon the shining one smote the Hand with hi« 
javelin and he melted away and became ashes ; whilst I 
was precipitated from his back and fell headlong toward 
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the earth, till I dropped into the midst of a surging sea, 
swollen with clashing billows. Hard by where I fell wa5f 
a ship and five sailors therein, who, seeing me, made for 
me and took me up into the boat. They began to speak to 
me in some tongue I knew not ; but I signed to them that 
I understood not their speech. So they fared on till ended 
day, when they cast out a net and caught a great fish and 
roasting it, gave me to eat ; after whrch they sailed on, till 
they reached their city and carried me in to their king, 
who understand Arabic. So I kissed the ground before 
him, and he bestowed on me a dress of honour and made 
me one of his officers. I asked him the name of the city, 
and he replied, It is called Henad and is in the land of 
China." Then he committed me to his Vizier, bidding 
him show me the city, which was formerly peopled by 
infidels, till God the Most High turned them into stones ; 
and there I abode a month’s space, diverting myself with 
viewing the place, nor saw I ever greater plenty of tree ^ 
and fruits than there. 

One day, as I sat on the bank of a river, there accosted 
me a horseman, who said to me, “Art thou not Abou 
Mohammed the Lazy?" “Yes,” answered I ; whereupon, 
“ Fear not,” said he ; “ for the report of thy good deed 
hath reached us" Quoth I, “Who art thou?" And he 
answered, “ I am a brother of the white serpent, and thou 
art hard by the place where is the damsel whom thou 
seekest" So saying, he took off his [outer] clothes and 
clad me therein, saying, “ Fear not ; for he, that perished 
under thee, was one of our slaves." Then he took me up 
behind him and rode on with me, till we came to a desert 
place, when he said to me, “ Alight now and w^lk on be- 
tween yonder mountains till thou seest the City of Brass ; 
then hall afar off and enter it not, till I return to thee and 
teach thee how thou shalt do." “ I hear and obey," replied 
1 and alighting, walked on till I came to the city, the walls 
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whereof I found of brass. I went round about it, looking 
for a gate, but found none; and presently, the serpent's 
brother rejoined me and gave me a charmed swoni that 
<?hould hinder any from seeing me, then went his way. 

He had been gone but a little while, when I heard a 
noise of cries and found myself in the of a multi- 

tude of folk whose eyes were in their b»-easts. Quoth they, 

Who art thou and what brings thee hither?'* So I told 
them my story, and they said, ‘‘The girl thou seekest is 
in the city with the Marid ; but we know not what he hath 
done with her. As for us, we are brethren of the white 
serpent. But go to yonder spring and note where the 
water enters, and enter thou with it; for it will bring thee 
into the city.” I did as they bade me and followed the 
water-course, till it brought me to a grotto un<ler the earth, 
from which I ascended and found myself in the midst of 
the city. Here I saw the damsel seated upon a throne of 
gold, under a canopy of brocade, midmost a ganien full 
of trees of gold, whose fruits were jewels of price, such as 
rubies and chrysolites and pearls and coral. 

When she saw me, she knewmeand acco«;ted me with the 
[obligatory] salutation, saying, “ O my lord, who brought 
thee hither?” So I told her all that had passed, and she 
said, “ Know that the accursed Marid, of the greatness of 
his love for me, hath told me what doth him htut and what 
profit and that there is here a talisman by means whereof 
he could, an he would, destroy this city and all that are 
therein. It is in the likeness of an eagle, with X know not 
what written on it, and whoso possesses it, the Afrits will 
do his commandment in everythiug. It stands upon a 
column in <6uch a place ; so go thou thither and take it 
Then set it before thee and taking a chafing-dish, throw 
into It a little musk, whereupon there will arise a smoke, 
that will draw all the Afrits to thee, and they will all pre- 
sent themselves before thee, nor shall one be absent ; and 
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whdtsoem thou biddest them, that will the> do. An^e 
therefore and do this thing, with the blessing of God the 
High.** 

I hear and obey,** answered I and going to the column, 
did what she bade me, whereupon the Afrits presented 
thtm^elves, saying, Here aiewe, Ooui loid ! Whatsoever 
thou biddest us, that will we do.** Quoth I, “ Bind the 
Maud diat brought the damsel hither.** hear and 

obey,” answered they and disappearing, retuined alter 
awhile and informed me that they had done iny oidd ng. 
Then I ihsmisscd them and retummg to my wife, told her 
what hid happened and said to her, ^‘Wiit thou go with 
me?’* "‘Yes,** answered she So I carried her forth uf 
the city, by the underground channel, and we fared on, till 
Hfght shown me the way into 

ff fb. the city. I besought them to teach me how I should 
return to my native land; so they brought us to the sea- 
shore and set us aboard a ship, which sailed on with us 
with a fair wind, till we reached the city of Bassora. Here 
we landed, and I carried my wife to her father’s house , 
and when her people saw her, they rejoiced with an ex- 
ceedmg joy Then I fiimigated the eagle with musk and 
the Afnts flocked to me from all sides, saying, ‘‘At thy 
service 5 what wilt thou have us do ? ** I bade them trans- 
port all that was in the City of Brass of gold and silver 
and jewels and precious things to my house in Bassoia, 
which they did ; and I then ordered them to fetch the ape. 
So they brought him before me, abject and humiliated, 
and I said to him, " O accursed one, why hast thou dealt 
thus perfidiously with me ?” Then I commanded the Afrits 
to shut him m a brazen vessel ; so they put hkn in a strait 
vessel of brass and sealed it with lead. But I abode with 
my wife m joy and delight; and now, O Commander of 
the i‘aithful, I have under my hand such stores of precious 
things and rare jewels and other treasure as neither 







reckoning may comprise nor measure sulfico unit) All 
this is of the bounty of God the Most Higix, and it tl ou 
desire aught of money or what not, 1 will bid tht Jmn 
bring it to thee forthiight/ 

The Khaiif wondered greatly at his stoiy and bcsto\\ed 
on him royal gifts, in exchange for his presents, «*nd en- 
treated him with the favour he deserved, 

THE GENEROUS DEVLING OF YEllVA DKN 

KHALID THE BARhlEClDK WITH MEN SOUR. 

It IS told that Haniua er Rcshid, in the days before he 
became jealous of the K.irmecides, sent once for one of 
his guards, Salih by name, and said to him, * O Salih, go 
to Measour^ and say to him, “ Thou owest us a thousand 
thousand dirhems and we require of thee immediate pay- 
ment of the amount” And 1 charge thee, O Salih, an he 
pay it not before sundown, sever his head from his body 
and bring it to me.* ^ 1 hear and obey,* answered Salih and 
going to Mensour, acquainted him with what the Khalif 
had said, whereupon quoth he, *By Allah, I am a lost 
man ; for all m> estate and all ray hand owns, if sold for 
their utmost value, would not fetch more than a hundred 
thousand dirhems- Whence then, O Salih, shall I get the 
other nine hundred thousand ? * * Contrive how thou mayst 
speedily acquit thyself,* answered Salih ; ‘ else art thou a 
dead man ; for I cannot grant thee a moment’s delay after 
the time appointed me by the Khalif, nor can I fail of 
aught that he hath enjoined on me. Hasten, therefore, to 
devise some means of saving thyself ere the time expire.* 
•Q Salih,\ quoth Mensour, beg thee of thy favour to 
brinsdc me to my lionse, that I may take leave of my children 
and family and give my kinsfolk my last injunctions.* 

^ Mensottr en N«mn, a weil*known poet of the time atitl 

(oDigmaUy) a of Yehya’s sob, El FojL 
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fki he carried him to ins house, where he fell to bidding 
his hnvh farewell, and the house was iilled with a clamour 
of and Lmientalioii and calling on God for help. 

I'l'en Salin said to him, ‘ 1 have bethought me that God 
may paiativenture vouchsafe thee relief at the hands of the 
barnKN’iues. Come, let us go to the house of Yehya ben 
Riuili'd.' So they went to Yehja’s house, and Mensour told 
’lim his case, hereat he was sore concerned and bowed his 
head awiiiie; then raising it, he called his treasurer and 
,aid to him, * How much money have we in our treasury?" 
* Fi\e ihousand dirhems/ answered the treasurer, and Yehya 
jade him bring them and sent a message to his son Fezl, 
raying, ‘ I am offered for sale estates of great price, that 
may never be laid waste ; so send me somewhat of money/ 
Fezl sent him a thousand thousand dirhems, and he de- 
spatched a like message to his son Jaafer, who also sent 
him a thoui-and thousand dirhems ; nor did he leave send- 
ing to his kinsmen of the Barmecides, till he had collected 
from them a great sum of money for Mensour. But the 
latter and Salih knew not of this; and Mensour said to 
Yehya, * O my lord, I have laid hold upon thy skirt, for I 
know not whither to look for the money but to thee ; so 
disc lurge thou the rest of my debt for me, in accordance 
with thy wonted generosity, and make me thy freed slave/ 
Thereupon Yehya bowed his head and wept; then he said 
to a page, ‘ Harkye, boy, the Commander of the Faithful 
^ave our slave-girl Denanir a jewel of great price: go 
ihou to her and bid her send it us/ The page went out 
and presently returned with the jewel, whereupon quoth 
Yehya, 'O Mensour, I bought this jewel of themerchantf 
for the Commander of the Faithful, for two hundred thou- 
sand dinars, and he gave it to our slave-girl Denanir the 
lutanist When he sees it with thee, he will know it and 
spare thy life and do thee honour for our sake ; and now 
thy money is complete* 
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j Salih took the money at^d the jewel and carried them 
he Khalif, together with Mensour; but on the way, 
heard the latter repeat this verse, applying it to his 
case: 

IS not love, indeed, my feet to them that led ; Xay, but bccajiaethe 
itroke ot th* airows I did dread. 

^hen Salih heard 4his, he marvelled at the baseness anu 
ititude of Mensour’s nature, and turning upon him, 

, ^ There is none on the face ot the earth better than the 
necides, nor any baser aor more depraved than ihou ; 
they bought thee oft irom death and saved thee from 
ruction, giving thee wijui should deliver thee; yet thou 
kest them not nor praisest them, neither acquittest 
after the manner of the noble; na), thou jequitest 
benevolence with this speech/ Then he went to Er 
lid and acquainted him with all that had passed ; and 
.larvelied at the generoaity and benevolence of Yehya CCC&i« 
Khalid and the baseness and ingratitude of Mensour 
bade restore the jewel to Yehya, saying, ^ That which 
lave given, it befits not that we take again/ 

> Salih returned to Yehya and acquainted him with 
sour’s ill conduct ; whereupon, * O Salih/ replied he, 
in a man is in distress, sick at heait and distracted 
melancholy thought, he is not to be blamed for aught 
falls from him j for it comes not firom the heart/ And 
ill to seeking excuse for Mensour. But Salih wept [in 
ig the tale] and exclaimed, * Never shall the revolving 
re bring forth into being the like of thee, O Yehya! 

, that one of such noble nature and generosity should 
uried beneath the earth I ’ And he repeated the fol- 
Ig verSes: 

m to do the kkdaesies thou hast a mind unto ; For bounty It 
ot possible at every tide and hour. 

many a man denies his soul to do the generous deed. To whidh 
;*s fam, till lack of means deprive him of toe power I 



THE GKNKI^OrS DEALING OF YKHYA BEN 
KDAfJl) WITH A MAN WHO FOilGED A 
LLTIER IN HIS NAME. 

There was betwecQ YeLya ben Khalid and Abdallah 
ben el Ivhiuai^ a secret enmity, the reason wheieol 

wdh that Haioun er Rebhid lured the latter with an ex- 
ceeding love, bo that Yehya and his sons were wont to say 
that he had bewitched the Khalif; and thus they abode 
a long Mhik‘, with rancour in their hearts, till it fell out 
that the Khalif invested Abdallah with the government of 
Armenia and sent him thither. Soon after he had estab- 
lished himself in his seat of government, there came to 
him one of the people of Irak, a man of excellent parts and 
good breeding, who had lost his wealth and wasted his sub- 
stance, and his estate was come to nought ; so he forged 
a letter to Abdallah in Yehya’s name and set out therewith 
for Armenia. When he came to the governor’s gate, he 
gave the letter to one of the chamberlains, who carried it 
to his master. Abdallah read it and considering it atten- 
tively, knew it to be forged ; so he sent for the man, who 
presented himself before him and called down blessings 
upon him and praised him and those of his court. Quoth 
Abdallah to him, *What moved thee to weary thyself thus 
and bring me a forged letter? But be of good heart ; for 
we will not disappoint thy tramil.’ * God prolong the life 
of our lord the Virier I ’ replied the other. ‘ If my coming 
irk thee, cast not about for a pretext to repel me, for God’s 
earth is wide and the Divine Provider livetlv Indeed, 
the letter I bring thee from Yehya ben Khalid is true and 
no forgery/ Quoth Abdallah, * I will write a letter to my 

* liUendant of the palace to Haroun er Reshid and captain of his 
gaarda 



,vent at Ba'.hdad and hid him enquire conrornh\:f the 
letter. If it je true, as thou sayest, I wiii he.sto?v oji tree 
the government of one of ciues ; on if thoti prcii** 
a present, I will give thee two hundred thousant’ liirh - r, 
besides horses and camels of pnee and a n»he of hoi o‘,r 
But, if the letter prove a tot,^ery, I will have thee I t\itt l 
with two hundred blows of a stuk and diy bt ud 

Accordingly, he baSe cor hue him in a pri^) chaiiibcr 
and furnish him theitin with all he netued, till his 
should be made manihst. Then he df'|PUbed a 1 M 
to his agent at Bagl'diu^, to (he f<»l]ow'?U purp» it: 

IS come to me a man with a Utter purporting to In iiuni 
Yehya ben Khahd, Now I have my doubts ot tliis letter . 
so delay thou not, but go tin self and kam the truth of 
the case and let me have an answer in all speed.* When 
the letter reached the agent, he mounted at once and XtgfV. 
betook himself to the house of Yeh>a ben Khalid, whom CCChli* 
he found sitting with his officers and boon-companions. 

So he gave him the letter and he read it and said to the 
igent, ‘ Come back to me to-mouow, agtiiust 1 write tl ce 
<in answer.* 

When the agent had gone awny, Yehya turned to his 
companions and said, ‘What doth he deserve who forgeth 
a letter in my name and currieth it to ray enemy?* They 
all answered, saying this and that, each proposing some 
kind of punishment; but Yehya said, ^Ye err in that yt 
say and this your counsel is of the mejmness and baseness 
of your spirits. Ye all know the close favour of Abdallah 
with the Khalif and what is between him and us of desp.te 
and enmity ^ and now God the Most High hath made this 
man an inteimediary, to effect a reconciliation between 
us, and hath appointed him to quench the fire of hate in 
our hearts, which hath been growing this score years ; and 
by his means our differences shall be accorded. Wheie 
fore it behoves me to requite him ny confirming lua 
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exportation nrn^'ndjnof his est'^tc; so T will write hira 
s letter to AbthUah, to the inteJit that he may use him 
wfh increase of honour anti liberality.’ 

When his companions hoard what he said, they called 
down hie^'ihigi^ on him and marvelicd at his genenjbitp 
and t e grciUness of his mn:!^mnimity. Then he called 
jfor pipe rand ink and wrote AbdalLih a letter in his own 
hand, to the following effect: * In the name of God, the 
(N)inpissionate, the ^Merciful! Thy letter hath reached 
rnc (may God give thre long life !) and I have read it and 
rejMice in thy health and well being. It was thy thought 
that yonder worthy man had for^^ed a letter in my name 
and that he was not the bearer of any incbsage fiom me; 
blit the case is not so, for the letter I myself wrote, and it 
was no forgery ; and I hope, of thy courtesy and benevo- 
lence and the nobility of thy nature, that thou wilt fulfil 
this generous and excellent man of his hope and wish and 
use him with the honour he deserves and bring him to his 
desire and make him the special object of thy favour and 
munificence. Wuatever thou dost with him, it is to me 
that thou dost it, and I am beholden to thee accordingly.’ 
Then he superscribed the letter and sealing it, delivered it 
to the agent, who despatched it to Abdallah. 

When the latter read it, he was charmed with its con- 
tents and sending for the man, said to him, ^ Now will I 
give tliee which thou wilt of the two things I promised 
thee/ ‘The gift were more acceptable to me than aught 
dse,^ replied the man ; whereupon Abdallah ordered him 
two hundred thousand dirhems and ten Arab horses, five 
with housini?s of silk and other five with richly ornamented 
saddles of state, besides twenty chests of clothes and ten 
mounted white slaves and a proportionate quantity of 
jewels of price. Moreover, he bestowed on him a dress 
of honour and sent him to Baghdad in great state. When 
he came thither, he repaired to Yehya’s house, before he 
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went to his own folk, and soncc^it an audience of him* Sc 
the chamberlain went in to Yt*hya and said to him, ‘'O niy 
lord, there is one at our door who craves speech of thee i 
and he is a man of apparent wealth and consideration, 
comely of aspect and attended by many servants/ Yehtw 
bade admit him; so he entered and kissed the grouini 
before him. * Who art thou ? * asked Yehya ; and he an» 
swered, ‘ O my lord, am one who was dead iroin tlie 
tyranny of fortune; but thou didst raise me a|;nn irom 
the grave of calamities and preferredst me to the pauuiise 
of [my] desires. I am he who forged a letter in thy luinc 
and carried it to Abdallah ben Malek el Kliuzai/ ‘liow 
hath he dealt with thee/ asked Yehya, ‘and what dui he 
give thee?' Quoth the man, ‘ He hath made me rich and 
overwhelmed me with presents and favours, thanks to thee 
and thy great generosity and magnanimity and to thine 
exceeding goodness and abounding munificence and thine 
all-embracing liberality. And now, behold, I have brought 
all that he gave me, and it is at thy door ; for it is thine to 
command, and the decision is in thy hand.’ ‘Thou hast 
done me better service than I thee/ rejoined Yehya ; ‘ and 
I owe thee thanks without stint and abundant largesse, for 
that thou bast changed the enmity that was between me 
and yonder man of worship into love and friendship. 
Wherefore I will give thee the like of what Abdallah gave 
thee.' Then he ordered him money and horses and ap- 
parel, such as Abdallah had given him; ami thus that 
man's fortune was restored to him by the munificence of 
these two generous mem 


TOt. nr. 
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THE KIIALIF El, MAUOUN AND THE 
bTRANGE DOCTOR. 

it h id that there was nosie, antonj the Khalifs of tLt 
hoL>* ct A liiore arro'n^di .lied in all branc.ies 
In tUaii El 3 hkiu tU>s ia each wee*:, 

i>e w'** iu)nt to pK'-idc at conferences Oi the ieerned, wnen 
the iluctorb and thec'lo^ians met and setting, each in his 
several rank and loum, dii^puted in his ptesence. One day, 
*»> ht sat thus, there came into the assembly a stranger, 
/ati in worn white riothes, and sat down in an obscure 
jiUce, behind the doctors of the law. Then the assembled 
scholars began to speak and expound difficult questions, it 
being the custom that the various propositions should be 
%u!mutled to each in turn and that whoso bethought him 
oi some subtle addition or rare trait, should make mention 
of it So the question went round till it came to the 
stran,,er, ivho spoke in his turn and made a goodlier 
answer than that of any of the doctors; and the Khalif 
ijfllt approved his speech and bade advance him to a higher 
CCChliL room When the second question came round to him, 
he made a still more admirable answer, and the Khalif 
oidered him to be preferred to a yet higher place. When 
tiie third question reached him, he made answer more 
)astiy and appropriately than on the two previous occa- 
iions, and £l Mauioun bade him come up and sit near 
himself. When the conference broke up, water was brought 
and they washed their hands ; after which food was set on 
and tht 7 ate. Then the doctors arose and withdrew; but 
El Mamoun forbade the stranger to depart with them and 
laiimg him to himself, entreated him with especial favour 
and promised him honour and benefits 
Presently, they made ready the banquet of wine; the 
fisur-faced boon-companions came and the cup went round 
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iimoTigst them, till it came to the stranger, who rose to hia 
anu said, ‘If the Commander of the Faithiul permit 
me, I will say one word/ ‘ Say what thou wilt/ answered 
the Khalif. Quoth the stranger, ‘Verily, the Exalted In- 
telligence^ (waosc eminence God increase 0 hnoweth that 
nis slave was this day, in the august assembly, one of the 
unknown folk and of^the meanest oi the company, and 
the Commander of the Faithful distinguished him and 
biodght him near to himsell^ little as was the wnt he 
showed, preferring him above the rest and advancing him 
to a rank whereto his thought aspired not: and now he 
is minded to deprive him of that small portion of wit that 
raised him from obscurity and augmented aim, after his 
littleness. God forfend that the Commander of the Faith- 
ful should envy his slave what little he hath oi understand- 
ing and worth and renown I But, if his slave should drink 
wine, his reason would depart from him and ignorance 
draw near to him and steal away his good breeding; so 
w’ould he revert to that low degree, whence he sprang, 
and become contemptible and ridiculous in the eyes of 
the folk. I hope, therefore, that the August Intelligence, 
of his power and bounty and royal generosity and mag- 
nanimity, will not despoil his slave of this jewel/ 

When the Khalif heard his speech, he praised him and 
thanked him and making him sit down again in his place, 
showed him high honour and ordered him a present of 
a hundred thousand dinars. Moreover he mounted him 
upon a horse and gave him rich apparel; and in every 
assembly he exalted him and showed him favour over all 
the other doctors, till he became the highest of them aU 
bk rank, * 


^ the Khalit 



ALI ^^lIVK AND ZrMIJRKUD. 


r^e c, o oU. dn% in the kiid of KhoTassan, 

a nn rill till had great wealth and 

K*av “iave* iiid stu^a-s, w>Urk and white; but he was 
r ju i s until lu. rcicaed the ag® of thieescotey when 
Cm 'nt Hi h vuueisaed him a son, whom he 

Stu The boy -,^ew up like the moon on 
the n J\i of full, and wiit n he aime to mau’& estate 

ai i ts trul< I ^\i h »li kinds of perfection, his fpther 

t ii sick ot a niojtal inahdy and caliuig his son to him, 
saia to him, ‘O my son, the hour of my death is at 
hand, and I desire to ^ive thee my last injunctions. 
*And what are tiity, O my father?* asked AIL *0 my 
son,* answered Mcjdeddm. ‘I charge thee, be not [too] 
fmuliir with any and eschew what leads to evil and 
nu'^Href. Beware lest thou company with the wicked, 
for he is like the blacksmith; if his fire burn thee not, 
his smoke irks thee t and how excellent is the saying of 
the poet: 

thm IS m rails in all the world whose Icwe thou shouMst desire^ No 
fitend »ho, it fate play thee fake, will true and constant be. 
Wheie ore X*d have thee hve apart and lean for helpon none. In this X 
give thee good advice ; to let it profit thee. 

And what another saith ; 

Men tie a latent raabdy ; Count not on them, X counsel thee 
An It thou look into their cabc^ They're full of gode and perfidy 

And yet a third: ♦ 

The company of men will profit thee m nought* Except to pass away 
the time m idle prate ; 

So »paie thoa to conveise with them, except it be For gmn of lore and 
wit or mending of estate. 
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1 fourth 

If a qu f ted min fiirs m )de pnK)l oJ rn'inlci} 1, \ ^ mr r« f t 

wi eie hit t * 1 h *h ne, 

And uw ViH r *<m but pncf re aid * i Sv % r%f 
iouud their km nn to be,* 

*0 fath i/ said \li, ‘1 heat ind oHn • ’w u* re 
4jall I do?’ ‘Do g^od v\hen thf'i tr^ a#o n- 

swered bib father j U>e ever co«ilt» «b inci u 

nien and J't jfit hy all otn ^ons oi aoir' » a tor 

a design i& not ah\i}b easy ot 4iCoiii|Iibi»ciieiit . aiJ ^tcw 
util sdith the po^d: 

not at ^very time and season that to de Kr di¥ f ’>rdee i i* 
unto you ^ 

JSOi when n e occa-.ion senses, make h ^ste to j 0 * 1 * ** y t* Le 1 ^ y i by 
the po^er should tail thee tht ieunto.’ 

•I hear and obey/ answered AU, ‘what more^* ' 
mmdlul of GutV coaniuK I Mejd<ddiii* ^aiid He will h fCCIX. 
mirdu'i of Ibee Humi nd thy wealth and squandn U not , 
tor, if thou do, tnou wilt come to have need ul tht least 
of mankind Know that the measure of a mauX wt a 1 
accoKiin, to that which his right hand po^^btsses, and how 
a ell saith the poet • 

If wealth should fail, theie I naf^cndwilP aimec mptny, Bu* ^hiK 
my subitance yet iboin ^ ,, all men are fitc'iti ' uc. 

Ilowma!i> a ^oefot m n«H% aWehith i jmraa d S mr ‘ Hoa? n any 
A fnend lor loss thereof haifi turned mme enemy 1 * 

‘What more?’ asked All ‘O my <?on/ said Mejdcd iin» 

‘take counsel of those who are ohui than t»iua ano l»asten 
not to do thy heart’s desire. Have compassion on those 
that are below thee, so shall those that are abovi* Mee 
have compassion on thee; and opprebs noi*e, Itsi ik^d 
set over thee one who shall oppiess thee. How \^o 1 « uth 
the poet , 
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Ail J of f*’ V mt tn fhine and -fill «noue ; For that t>«» coane ol 

liUit umceak*d fiom two. 

Om mirroi >ws a aian Ins face, bat, if thereto Another one he add, 
hw napf* he rhws c«in View, 

And as saiih another: 

He i\»n lo jnovc and hasten not to snatch thy heiuf* desire : Be meztiM 
lo 4I-, a t.,* u on mercy rfckone^t ; 

For no K^ifk ll ere but the hand of Gud ts over it, And no oppressor 
bat shall be with worse than he opprest 

And yet another: 

Do no oppression, w*hHst the power thereto is in thine hand : For still 
tn peril of revenge the sad oppressor goea 
Thine eyes will sleep anon, what while the opprest, on wake, call down 
Curses upon thee, and God’s shuts never in repose. 

Beware drinking wine, for it is the root of all evil : it 
does away the reason and brings him who uses it into con- 
tempt j and how well saith the poets 

By Allah, wine shall never invade me, whilst my soul Endnreth in my 
btaiy and my thoughts my words control I 
Kot a day long will X turn me to the zephyr^lreshened bowl. And for 
Irlend TU choose him only who of wine-bibbing is whole. 

This, then/ added Mejdeddin, *18 mjr charge to thee 5 
keep it before thine eyes, and may God stand to thee in my 
stead* Then he swooned away and kept silence awhile. 
When he came to himself, he besought pardon of God and 
making the profession of the Faith, was admitted to the 
mercy of the Most High. His son wept and lamented for 
him and made due preparation for his burial Great and 
small attended him to the grave and the readers recited 
the Koran about his bierj nor did Ali Shar omit aught of 
what was due to the dead. Then they prayed over him 
and committed him to the earth, graving these words upon 
his tomb : 
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Oresited of the dust thon itvI cam*st to *ife A>nd eloqweiice dith 1 
and «»pokest rn«jnv a ; 

tlssen to the dn^t {ic:am relurneil ,t and wast deafl, A» Hwero ^romoiit » <* 
dustf indeed, thouMst never stirred. 

Tils son Ali Shar ijjrieved sore for him and mc’nimftd him 
after the wont of men of condition ; nor did !'e 
thtTcfrom till his mother died ahu, not lorn; afterwird, 
when he did with h^r as he had done with hir f.uhor. 
Then he sat in the shop, seliinj 4 and hnvinq and consoit- 
with none of God^s cre*ttures, in acxor< lance with his 
father’s injunction. 

On this wise he abode for a year, at the end of which 
time there came in to him certain wiH>reson fellows by 
craft and companied with him, till he turned with them to 
lewdness and swerved from the right way, drinking wine 
in goblets and frequenting the fair night and dayj for he 
said in himself, *My father amassed this wx*alih for me, 
and if I spend it not, to whom shall 1 leave it? By Allah, 
I will not do save as saith the poet : 

If all the days of thy life th )U get And heap «p treasure, to swell thy 
hoard, 

When wilt thou use it and so enjoy That thou hast g ^tbeu'd ainl gained 
and st< ired?* 

Then he ceased not to squander his wealth all tides of 
the day and watches of the night, till he had ma<le awMy 
with it all and abode in evil case and troubled at heart. 
So he sold his shop and lands and so forth, and after this 
he sold the clothes off his body, leaving hiuiself but one 
suit. Then drunkenness left him and thought came to 
him, and he fell into melancholy. 

One day^j^whea he had sat from daydireak to niul-after- 
noon without breaking his fast, he said in himself, ‘ I will 
go round to those on whom I spent my wealth : it may be 
one of them will feed me this day.* So he went the round 
«f them all ; but, as often as he knocked at any one's door, 
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th* tntn t hin d ird hid from him, till he waa 

Kfofii mtd ^vit biii^wr Ihtn betook nimseif to the 
UtX ) whut he found a trowi of ptople, assembled ip 
a n \ round oi u what, and ‘>aid m himself, * I wonder 
wt i tie 1)^ to cTo^a "-o^tdiei thus? By Aihh, I 
w 1 no^ nnov haice, lil^ I see what is withm yonder 
n 1 ’ m n Kie lii-s wai into the nn% and found that 

t H 4 r wd w IS cau & i b> a dinisei Imposed ^or sale She 
was hve Ret h^h, dender ot shat^c, ros} cheeked and 
huh b soined ind jiirpa^scd all the people of her time m 
beautv and grace and elegance and perieciion , even as 
saitn one, descubing her: 

Assht Wished, she wis created, after such a wise that lo f She m beauty’s 
mould was fishioned, periett, neither less nor mo’ 
liovelme ii itself enamoured of her lovel> aspect is , Coyness decks her 
and upon her, pride and pudonr sweetlv show 
In htr Uce the full moon glitters and the bianch is as her shape ; Musk 
hi r tneath is, nor midst mortals is her equal, high cr low 
Tis ‘IS if she had been moulded out of water of pure pearls $ la each 
member of her beauty is a very moon, I trow; 

And her name was Zumurrad. 

When kli Shar saw her, he marvelled at her beauty and 
gra< t i id said, * By Allah, I will not stir hence till I see 
whit price this girl Rtches and know who buys her !'" So 
he stood ’ftith the rest of the merchants, and they thought 
he had a mind to buy htr, knowing the wealth he had 
inncritcd iroin his parents. Then the broker stood at the 
damsel’s head and said, *Ho, merchants! Ho, men of 
wealth * Who will open the biddings for this damsel, the 
mistress of moons, the splendid pearl, Zumumid the Cur- 
tain maker, the aim of the seeker and the delight of the 
desirous? Open the biddings, and on the opener be nor 
blame nor reproach.’ 

So one merchant said, ‘I bid five hundred dinars for 
her ‘ \nd ten,’ said another. * Sik hundred,’ cried an old 
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ttnn nimv.di Re^^bidePn >’pe\’cl nn ! f*>nl of fire 

^And ten, quoth mother ‘C hid % tini nd’ rtioiiHf 

Rtshideddm , ^hcreui m toc other ni nl lat wue nu 
aid he bioker took roun U to the trl’** ou ur ivl 
said ‘I have s\\o"*n n<t to 1 hu t n t n Jic *ilii 
choose consu t hei ’ So tlu in I * r ip to Z mtmt 
and said to h^r, *0 mi trts of nn viu jroiid f in i 
hith a mnnd to buy tliee Sh looi^ d it Re hi r idin ^ 
find n him is we have said i [h I, ‘ F h dl not In n i 
to a gre> beard, whom dtcrcf>u uk hx\ i us^ lit to e\ 
plight* * Bravo,’ quoth I, *for one who suth 

I asked her for t kw« one dnv } nt «.he ro? hoirv head Saw, tfeou'»h i 
wealth and woil lly ijood I hwi mit pleni 1 (, \ 

So, with \ proud ind Hou m air, her biU she tii li d on me And, “ No, 
by Him who t h o <fi men t om nitlu i s » she said 
**Now, by God’s tr ith, I nevei hnd 4 m n t ) ho iry hairs \nd sJ ah 
my mouth be suOed, foro* th, with c ton, l^m Uf ad ? ” ’ 

*By Allah,* quoth the b’okc% ‘tnou art evuis-^ble, and 
thy value is ter thousand i rs t So ht t* lu ner owuc’- 
that «hc would not accept ot ke^hidedr in ind he s,,id, 
•Ask her of another* Titrcupon inotntr mxn cinic foi 
waid and said, •! will Ukc her at the siiue pnet.* i-’ 
looked at hiir and seei ig that his bt'trd was dyed s i < 
•What is this lewd and shanetul tashiun and bhckcning 
of the face of hoanness ? * And sht made a great show of 
amazement and repeated the following versts 

A sight, and what a sight, di ^ Kuch an one present f » me 1 A neck, It 
beat with shoes, by Allah, meant ! 

And eke a heard for hee a c u sug ground tnat wa^ An t brows t 
binding on of ropes all crook’d and bent * 

Thou tnat my cheeks and shape have ravished, with a Ue Thou do 
disguiae th\self and reck’st not, impudtnt , 

* ^ e* As if he were an old Bedouin, with lorehtad diivfii^art i by 1 1 
tinction of the rope of cainel’s haur, which is pxr ot ihe Bedoum In 

dress 
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’‘liy fjift ujI) With bkch^And hiding whM 

.4 f h irii dul< nt iiitPiit; 

\%i f 1 „ \m po -mra Uh>u wcrt, with one be ird go*st And with anothei 
0 mi\i ag no, jn<. ontin nt. 

kad Ik>w another: 

^*v 1*^ e to me, “ I <*ee thon dy’^t thy hoarmcss; ” and I, '* I do but 
h i‘ fiom thy O thou my ear ano ^ye 1 *'* 

; he *\ ighetl oat n ockmgly and ,»aid, ** A wender ’t s indeed I Thou Si) 
alxuj dest in deceit that even thy bail’s a he.” 

*By Allah,* quoth the bicker, *thou hast spoken tiulyf * 
The merchant asked what she said : so the broker repeated 
the \erses to him, and he knew that she was in the right 
and desisted from bu)mig her. Then another came for- 
ward and would 1 ave bought her at the same price ; but 
she looked at him and seeing that he had but one eye, 
said, * This man is one-eyed ; and it is of such as he that 
the poet saith ; 

Consort not with him thiit ia one-eyed a day, And be on thy guard 
'gainst his mischief and lies : 

For God, if in him aught of good had been found, Had not curst him 
with blindness m one or his eyes.' 

Then the broker brought her another bidder and said to 
her, * Wilt thou be sold to this man?* She looked at him 
and seeing that he was short of stature and had a beard 
that reached to his navel, said, ‘ This is he of whom the 
poet speaks, when he says : 

I have a friend, who has a beard, that God Caused fiourish without 
proht, till, behold* 

'Tis, as it were, to look upon, a night Of middle winter, long and dark 
and cold/ 

’ O my lady/ said the broker, * look who pleases thee of 

^ Mohammed said, ** Change the whiteness of your hair, but not with 
anything idack.” Henna is the approved hairdye for a tme-believer j it 
changes the hair ro a reddish-brown, 

* if. thou that art as dear to me as my sight and hearing. 
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diese that are prebe^^ and point bim out, that I mtv sell 
thee to him/ So she looked round the of merchant 
examining them one by one, till hei eyes rested on Ah 
Shar. His sight cost her a thousand si^hs and her heau 
was taken with him; for that he wjs pasbini; fiir of favour fCCXh 
and moie pleasant than the northern zephyr; and she 
said, * O broker, I will be sold to none but my lord these, 
him of the handsomd face and slender shape, whom the 
poet describes in the following verses : 

They showed thy lovely nire and rail<‘d At her whom raviV?men*' 
assailed. 

Had they desired to keep me chaste, Thy face so fair they should have 
veiled. 

None shall possess me but he,* added she; *for his 
cheek is smooth and the water of his mouth sweet as 
Selsebil ; ^ his sight is a cure for the sick and his charms 
confound poet and proser, even as saith one ofc him : 

The water of his mouth is wme, and very musk The fragrance of lu» 
breath ; his teeth are camphor white. 

Rizwan hath put him out from Paradise, for fear The black-eyed gius oi 
heaven be tempted with the wight 

Men blame him for his pride ; but the full moon’s excuse, How proud 
soe’er it be, finds &vour in our sight. 

Him of the curling locks and rose-red cheeks and en* 
chanting glances, of whom saith the poet ; 

A slender loveling promised me his favours fair and fme $ So my heart’s 
restless and my eye looks still his sight to see. 

Hit eyelids warranted to me the keepli^ of his troth ; Bat how shall 
they, that bankrupt’ are, fulfil their warranty? 

And as saith another : 
a 

** The script of whiskers on his cheek,” quoth they, ** is plaiii to see i 
How canal thou then enamoured be of him, and whiskered he?” 

* A fountain of Paradise, 

’ Sjm, languishing {mun^siry 
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I if n *i it ^iti * I M i ij , cbc^k t/a n . u l^den I AqJ m«^r** ay 
okca Ai a s If > ire K ’j^hcr,^ 

\Xhm JLt broker licayd ibe vcises she ropeatcd on the 
dwnas of Ali '^^ur. lie nu v tiled at her eloeuence, no !es«» 
t usi at the ess of ho « eaat) ; but her owner said 

t i hiiOt * ret at her iKsvitv teat bhanies the sun of 

oy, nor tliat her mind is stoierl "»ith the choicest verges 
of the poets ; for, besides this, she can repeat the glorious 
Koran, accoidinj to the ^even leadings, and the august 
Traditions, after the authentic text; and she writes the 
seven hands and is versed tn moie hiaochcs of knowledge 
tiian the most learned doctor. Moreover, her hands arc 
better than gold and silver; for she makes curtains of silk 
and sells them for fifty dinars each ; and it takes her eight 
days to make a curtain.’ ‘ Happy the man,’ exclaimed the 
broker, * who hath her in his house and maketh her of his 
privy treasures I* And her owner said, ‘Sell her to whom 
she will.’ So the broker went up to Ali Shar and kissing 
his hands, said to him, ‘O my lord, buy thou this damsel, 
for she hath made choice of theed Then he set forth to 
him all her charms and accomplishments, and added, ‘I 
give thee joy, if thou buy her, for she is a gift from Him 
who is no niggard of His giving/ 

AU bowed his head awhile, laughing to himself and 
saying inwaidly, ‘ Up to now I have not broken my fast; 
)et 1 am ashamed to own beiore the merchants that I 
have no money wherewith to buy her/ The damsel, see- 
ing him hang down his head, said to the broker, ‘Take 
my han<l and lead me to him, that I may sh^aw myself to 
him and tempt him to buy me ; for I will not be sold to 
any but him/ So the broker took her hand and stationed 
her before Aii Shar, s»a>mg, ‘What is thy pleasure, O my 
^ A Kver of Famduie. 



4S 


lord?’ But ht made him ijt> answer, and the girl said 
to him, ‘O my lord and darling of my neait, what cvla 
thee that ihou wilt not bid for me? Ba} nie for what 
tliou wilt, and I will bring thee good fortune.’ Ali mived 
his eyes to her and said, ‘Must I buy thee perforce? 

Thou art dear at a thousand dinars,’ ‘ Then bu> me for 
nine hundred,* answereu she. ‘Nay,* rejoined he; and 
she said, ‘Then for eight himdied;* and censed not tu 
abate the price, till she came to a hundred dinars. Quoth 
he, ‘I have not quite a hundred dinars.* ‘How m.ich 
dost thou lack of a hundred?’ asked she, iauglung ' l»y 
Allah,* replied he, ‘I have neither a hundred dinars, 
nor any other sum; for I own neither white mone> nor 
red, neither dinar nor dirhem. So look out for another 
customer.’ When she knew that he had nothing, she said 
to him, ‘Take me by the hand and cany me aside into 
a passage, as if thou wouldst examine me pnviiy.’ He 
did so and she took from her bosom a purse contain- 
ing a thousand dinars, which she gave him, saying, * Pay 
down nine hundred to my price and keep the rest to 
provide us withal.* 

He did as she bade him and buying her for nine hun- 
dred dinars, paid down the price from the purse and 
carried her to his house, which when she entered, she 
found nothing but bare floois, without carpets or vessels. 

So she gave him other thousand dinars, sa}ing, ‘Go to 
the bazaar and buy three hundred dinars* worth ot furni- 
ture and vessels for the house and three dinars* worth of CCCxU* 
meat and drink, also a piece of silk, the size of a curtain, 
and gold and silver thread and [sewing] silk of seven 
colours.’ He did her bidding, and she furnished the 
house and they sat down to eat and drmk ; after which 
they went to bed and took their pleasure, one of the 
other. And they lay the night embraced and were even 
as saith the poet: 
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i I ^ inJ \ n# Vi o hv uC love > 

|4>, ftL i )f, m < It ns I ee I>i r » ’* l**- 

In •> % of * i s J >rn* uir^ i 

\ n . earl’s i i i I ’’v , •> I w Ji avouc ♦A * » i*e <- 1 * /ie^ 

t iou t » 1 ,are j w 11 rlUia. 

j.. 1 ilm Si Iti, ulut\ >f eve to iOok T4^a^3 'fvV i 

ortj (uio il o ibite^i^o*ic iUjxtr'iWanj 
L«.c^ t j tlm>t b(» )ti) Ui I d, CiiJ mth^r tWiTined riel j^ht, Wad 
lii a \^hb imtd ai*d irm witii i m about tiit ’r aeck*H eaciiain, 

1^, w5eii tuu liearts A^e strnUy knit m ous^ioa and He»re, tSat on co* i 
iro» smite tiie loik who cb de at them m vam. 
rhiiUi tin’ for ioviag censarest tn \oUnes ot bne, Can?£ thou as^asc 
a heart diseised or heal a cankeicd bra 
if in thy time thou find but one to love thee au i be true, I lede thee 
c*>Ht the world v^ay and with that one tv main. 

They lay together till the niorniag aod love for the 
other was stablidied in the heart of each of them. On 
the morrow, Zuraurrad took the curtain and embroidered 
it with coloured silks and gold and silver thready depicting 
thereon all manner birds and beasts ; nor is there in the 
world a beast but she wrought on the curtain the semblant 
thereof. Moreover, she made thereto a baud, with figures 
of birds, and wrought at it eight days, till she had made 
an end of it, when she trimmed it and ironed it and gave 
it to All, saying, ‘Carry it to the bazaar and sell it to one 
of the merchants for fifty dinars ; but beware lest thou sell 
it to a passer-by, for this would bring about a separation 
between us, because we have enemies who are not un- 
mindful of us.’ ‘I hear and obey/ answered he and re- 
pairing to the bazaar, sold the curtain to a merchant, as 
she bade him ^ after which he bought stuff for anotfaei 
curtain and silk and gold and silver thread ay before and 
what they needed of food, and brought all this to her, 
together with the rest of the money. 

They abode thus a whole year, and every eight days she 
made a curtain, which he sold for fifty dinars. At the end 
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o! the he went to the bazaar, as usual, with a curtam, 
wind' 'le to the hioker; and there came tip to mm 
a Chn&tun, who bid him threescore dinars for the ourtam ; 
bin he lelrsed, and the Christian w’^ent on to hid higher 
and higher, till he came to a hundred dinars and bribed 
the broker with ten gold pieces. So the latter returned to 
All and told him of this and urged him to accept the oder, 

‘O my lord, bt not afraid of this Christian, /or he 
can do thee no hurt/ The merchants also were instant 
with him to accept the offer; so he sold the curtain to the 
Christian, though his heart misgave him, and taking the 
price, set off to return home. 

Presently, he found the Christian walking behind him ; 
so he said to him, *0 Nazarene, why dost thou follow 
me?' *0 my lord,’ answered the other, have a need 
at the end of the street, may God never bring thee to 
need I ' Aii went on, but, as he came to the door of his 
house, the Christian overtook him ; so he said to him, * O 
accursed one, what ails thee to follow me wherever I go ?’ 

my lord/ replied the other, ‘give me a draught of 
water, for I am athirst ; and with God the Most High be 
thy reward ! ’ Quoth Ali in himself, ‘ Verily, this man is 
a tributary [of the Khalifate] and seeks a draught of water 
of me ; by Allah, I will not disappoint him ! ^ So he en- 
tered the house and took a mug of water; but Zumurrud cmtH 
saw him and said to him, ‘ O my love, hast thou sold the 
curtain?' ‘Yes,' answered he, ‘To a merchant or a 
passer-by?' asked she. ‘For my heart forethmketh me 
of separation/ ‘To a merchant, of course,' 

But she rejoined, ‘Tell me the truth of the case, that I 
may order t^y afeir; and what wantest thou with the mug 
of water?' ‘To give the broker to drink,' answered he; 
whereupon she exclaimed, ‘There is no power 
virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme * ’ 
repeated the following verses: 
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'riK*7 took the mrif nai ioc* oo‘, oun 1 ^^. Cl^ns* 
tin vi!li 1 th * and «' i d *o t im, dOj.» ^ew 

vl ne**! thoi r*Lr im hn’ii* h\L >ni Jea+e?' M) Cij 
luril,' artswt^TuI ’'k% no fi^cnence be^uwn the 

d*«or and the vestihtne and ^ will isot bud^e hence, save 
to go oat; a^id i am behoiden f> thee for th) kindness/ 
Tin'll he took the mug and emptying it, returned it to All, 
^hu took it ami \\aUcd foi him to go; but he did not 
move. So An said to him, *Wliy dost thou not rise and 
go thy way?' ‘0 my ior^* auiswered tlie Christian, ‘be 
not of tnobe that do a kindness and after make a reproach 
of it, nor of those of whom saith the poet ; 

Gen<*, gone are they who, it thou stoodbt before their door of old, Had, 
at thy ijceking, handselled thee with benefits untold ! 

Aad ti thou stoodest at their door who follow after them. These latter 
would begrudge to thee a draught of watei cold. 

O my lord,* continued he, *I have drunk, and now I 
would have thee give me to eat of whatever is in the 
house, though it be but a crust of bread or a biscuit and an 
onion/ ‘ Begone, without more talk,* replied Aii; ‘there is 
nothing in the house.* ‘0 my lord,* insisted the Christian, 
‘il there be nothing in the house, take these hundred 
dinars and fetch us somewhat from the market, if but a 
cake of bread, that bread and salt may pass between us.* 
With this, quoth Ali to himself, ‘ This Christian is surely 
mad; I will take the hun<ifed dinars and bring somewhat 
worth a couple of dirhems and laugh at him/ ‘O my 
lord,* added the Christian, ‘ I want but somewhat to stay 
my hunger, were it but a cake of dry bread and an onion; 
tor the best food is that which does away hunger, not rich 
meats j and how well satth die poet ; 
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A cak« o# dry stale bread will hunqjer out to flight : Why then are grief 
ai*d care so heavy on my sprigbt /* 

Death is, indeed, most ju-^t, since, with an equal hand, Khalif and 
beggar-wretch, impartial, it doth smite/ 

Then said Ali, ‘ Wait here, whilst I lock the saloon and 
fetch thee somewhat from the market* * I hear and obey/ 
said the Christian. So Ali shut up the saloon an<l locking 
the door with a padlSck, put the key in his pocket: after 
which he repaijed to the market and bought fried cheese 
and virgin honey and ban mis and bread, with which he 
returned to the Christian* When the latter saw this, he 
said, *0 niy lord, this is [too] much; thou hast brought 
enough for half a score men and I am alone; but belike 
thou wilt eat with me/ ‘Eat by thyself/ replied Ah; 

‘I am full/ ‘O my lord/ rejoined the Christian, ‘the 
wise say, ** He who eats not with his guest is a base- 
born churl/’ * 

When Ali heard this, he sat down and ate a little with 
him, alter which he would have held his hand : but [whilst 
he was not looking] the Christian took a banana and CCOtb- 
peeled it, then, splitting it in twain, put into one half con- 
centrated henbane, mixed with opium, a drachm whereof 
would overthrow an elephant. This half he dipped in the 
honey and gave to Ali Shar, saying, ‘ O my lor^ 1 swear 
by thy religion that thou shalt take this/ Vli was ashamed 
to ma<e him forsworn; so be took the half banana and 
swallowed it ; but hardly had it reached his stomach, when 
his head fell down in tront of his feet and he was as though 
he had been a year asleep. 

#hen the Nazareue saw this, he rose, as he had been 
a bald wolf or a baited cat, and taking the saloon key, 
nude oil at a nm, leaving Ali Shar prostrate. Now this 
(^hnstun was the brother of the decrepit old man who 
thought to buy Zumurrud for a thousand dinars, but she 
would none of him and flouted him in verse. He w*is an 
VOL. IV, 
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InficH rft h^nrt, thona;h a Mii '.im <n oi^l nni ami 

ralif<! *Mi ^eir R *s!ud.nldin ami n'\ ”> /.j.nrnL*’ mockuA 
him und would not arcepl of hini iu he .o-d, k* mu 
putiied to nis brother, toe aloiuuui Chiistio., Jl^»r um 
hy name, who iaici to him, ‘Fiet not th)»elf aoou'^ 
ithar; br i will make shiU to get her for thee, w/Sioia 
g a penny/ 

Now he was a '^kilfal sorcerer crafty ami wickei ; so he 
wa^hui his tune ami pla}e(i All h,ui Ve trick aforesaid 
th‘ II, taking the ke), he went to his bro her and toid him 
what had passed, whereupon Reshuleddui nioiinteU Ins 
mule and repaiied with his seiviints to Aii .^hai's house, 
taking with him a purse of a thousand dinar.>, wherewilli 
to bribe the master of police, should he me<.*t him. He 
unlocked the saloon door, and the men wdio were wnth him 
rushed in upon Zumurrud and seized her, threatening her 
with death, if she spoke ; but they leit the house as it was 
and took nothing therefrom. Moreover, they laid the key 
by Alfs side and leaving him lying in the vestibule, shut 
the door on him and went away. The Christian carried 
the girl to his own house and setting her amongst his 
women and concubines, said to her, ‘O strumpet, I am the 
old man, whom thou didst reject and lampoon ,* but now 
I have thee, without paying a penny/ ‘God requite thee, 
0 wicked old man/ replied she, with her eyes full of tears, 
‘for sundering my lord and me T ‘ Wanton doxy that thou 
art,’ rejoined he, ‘ thou shalt see how I will punish thee ! 
By the virtue of the Messiah and the Virgin, except thou 
obey me and embrace my faith, I will torture thee with ail 
manner of torture 1’ *By Allah,’ answered she, ‘though 
thou cut me la pieces, I will not forswear the faith of 
Islam! It may be God the Most High will bring me 
speedy relief for He is all-powerful, and the wise say, 
“ Belter hurt in body than in religioru’* ’ 

^ la; Orthodcuc. 



1 herenpon the old man called out to his etmuchs and 
aromen. i»aymg> *Tlui*w her doirn^^ So thrtnv hef 
down and he beat her grievoiish, whilst she rtied in 
for help, but presently btinled and fell to saung, Hhxi ta 
my sufficiency, and He is indeed sidhcient ! ' tjll her l^realL 
failed her and she SHOoned away, SV len he had takt*n h « 
fill of bejting her, he said to tht eumiths, ‘Drag her hsith 
by the feet and cast her down in the In* acn, aniJ ^ivi 
her nothing to eat' I'lxey did ins bi<atui^. and on th^ 
moiiow the acu3i-». d o’d man sent for Ini and beat la 
tUAm, aftcT which he bade return her to ..vi place. When 
ti e pa*n of the blows had subsided, she said, ‘'rheie i*- no 
god but God and Mohammed is His Apostle I G< d iS my 
sufficiency and excellent is He in whom I put my trust 2 * 
And she called upon our kud Mohamriied (whom God 
bless and pieserve; for succour, 

Meanu >iie, Ali Shar slept on till next day, when the 
fumes of the henbane quitted his bam and he aunkc and 
cned out, * O Zunmrrad I ’ But none answered him So he 
entered the saloon and found *the air empty and the 
place of visitation distant;*^ whereby be knew that it wis 
the Na/,arene, who had played him this tritk. And he 
vept and groaned and lamented and repeated the fob 
iwing verses ; 

O Fate, thou sparest not nor dost desist from mt i Lor for my sool )ii 
racked with dubur and despite! 

liave pity, O my lord^ upon a slave kid low, Upon the nch made jxhji 
by love and its unrigot. 

vVhat boots thearchePi» "kill, if, wb< n the h*e draw near, lbs iMiWiiiuig 
snap and leave him helpless ixt the figia r 
\iid when aifliaiuns pi ess and multiply oa man. Ah, whttacr then shall 
he fnm destiny take flight? 

How stiaitly did I guard severance of our iuves ! But, when uS 

Fate descends, it blinds the keenest sight. 


NIsDt 

ccui». 


^ These wi-ids are a <iuouuoa from a i%cil-k«n»n piece vciseu 
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Then he sobbed and repeated these \erMS also ; 

!!cr traces on the encampment^s sands a robe of giatc bestow ; Tlu» 
mourner yeameth to the place where she dwelt while* ago. 
Towards her native land she turns ; a camp in her doth raise Longing, 
wh e very mins now are scattered to and fro. 

She stops and questions of the place j but with the case’s tongue 1 : 

aii5v\ers her, There is no way to union, I trow. 

*Tis ns the lost a levin were, that glittered^ on the camp Awhile, then 
vanished and to thee appeareth nevermo’.” 

And he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, 
and wept and tore his clothes. Then he took two stones 
and went round about the city, beating his breast with the 
stones and crying out, ^0 ZumurrudI' whilst the children 
flfcked round him, calling out, ‘A madman ! A madman 1 * 
and ail who knew him wept for him, saying, ‘ Yonder is 
such an one; what hath befallen him?' Thus he did all 
that day, and when night darkened on him, he lay down 
in one of the by-streets and slept till morning. On the 
morrow, he went round about the city with the stones tih 
eventide, when he returned to his house, to pass the night 
One of his neighbours, a worthy old woman, saw him and 
said to him, ‘God keep thee, O my son! How long hast 
thou been mad?* And he answered her with the follow 
ing verse: 

Quoth they, **Thou'rt surely mad for her thou Wstj" and I replied, 
**• Indeed the sweets of life belong unto the raving race. 

My madness leave and bring me her for whom ye say I’m mad ; And if 
she heal my madness, spare to blame me for my case." 

Therewith she knew him for a lovo: who had lost his 
mistress and said, ‘ There is no power and no virtue but 
in God the Most High, the Supreme! 0 my son, I 
would have thee acquaint me with the particulars of thine 
affliction. Peradventure God may enable me to help thee 
against it, if it so please Him.’ So he told her all that 
had happened and she said, ‘O my son, indeed thou hast 
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excuse/ And her eyes lan twer witli te^irs and she re^ 
peMted the following verses : 

Torment, mdeed, in tlii» om u4^rlo, troe lov^•l^ do alty ; l!f «! iK>t 
totiure them, hy t otd, wlu nas tliey omie to die ! 

Ot li)ve fluey died and to the the*r pa* » urn due tt ly hid ; »s*> »«r 'hrf 
mirtyTa, a-, iTuVn!, tnwhtion»* te tify. 

I'hen she siud. * O n^> sun. gn now atu’ hur nie «i basket, 

Mich as the jewel- hawkers «\U!y, aiu! moiL it with iinp<» 
and hiacelcts an«! cai-iiifg' anti other n%(jnra\ gear, anti 
*pir* not money. Bring all thK to me anti 1 wdl set it 
uti my head and go round a1 out, in the oi a hurks« 
tress, and m.ike search for her in all the houses, till i 
light on news ot her, if it he the will of Vtod the Most 
iligh/ Ali rejoiced in her words and kissed hei hinds, 
then, going out, speeoily returned with all she requiied ; 
whereupon sha rose and donning a patched gown and a 
yellow veil, took a staff in her hand and set out, with the 
basket on her head. 

She ceased not to go from qiuiiter to quarter and street 
to street and house to house, till (lOtl the Most High led 
her to the house of the accursed Reshideddin the Naza* 
rene. She heard groans within and knocked at the door, 
whereupon a slave-girl came down and opening the door tctibl 
to her, saluted her. Quoth the old woman, * I have these 
trifles for s,i.le ; is there any one with you who will buy 
aught of them ? ^ * Yes,* answered the girl and carrying hef 
indoors, maiie her sit down ; whereupon ail the women 
came round her and each bought something of her. She 
s|>oke them fair and was easy with them as to price, so 
that they rejoiced in her, because of her pleasant speecn 
and easiness. Meanwhile, she looked about to see who it 
was she had heard groaning, till her eyes fell on Zumuirud* 
when she knew her and saw that she was laid prostrate* 

So she wept and said to the girh, * O my children, how 
* Of the Prophet. 



romtn yonder dam&ei in this plight?’ And they told her 
what had passed, adding, * Indeed the thing is not of our 
ciio i c , but our master commanded us to do this, and he 
1 1 now absent on a journey * ‘ O my children/ said the 
old woman, *I have a request to make of >ou, and it is 
lu ii you loose this unhappy woman of her bonds, till you 
know of }ouT lord*s return, when aio ye bind her again as 
she was ; ind you shall earn a reward from the Lord ot all 
i fva ures/ ‘ We hear and obey / answered they and loobing 
Zuruurrud, gave her to eat and dnak. 

Then said the old woman, ‘Would my leg had been 
broken, ere 1 entered your house I * And she went up to 
Zurnunud anti said to her, ‘ O my daughter, take heart ; God 
will surely bring thee relief.^ Then she told her [privily] 
that she came from her lord AU Shar and appointed her 
to be on the watch that night, saying, ‘ Thy lord will come 
to the bench under the gallery and whistle to thee i and 
wnen thou hearest him, do thou whistle back to him and 
let thyself down to him by a rope from the window, and 
he Will take thee and go away.' Zumurrud thanked the 
old woman, and the latter returned to AU Shar and told 
him what she had done, saying, ‘Go to-night, at midnighh 
to such a quarter, ’—for the accursed fellow’s house is there 
and Its fashion is thus and thus Stand under the window 
ot the upjier chamber and whistle } whereupon she wiU let 
hernii down to thee ; then do thou take her and carry her 
wluther thou wUt’ He thanked her for her good offices 
and repeated the following verses, with the tears running 
down his cheeks : 

f .et vensor^ cease to md and ctilde and leave their idle prate : My body’s 
ii^asted and my heart wejiy and desolate i 
And from acberiiott and distress my team, by many a chain Of true 
traditions handed down, do trace their lineage straight. 

Thou that ait whole of heart and free from that which I endure Of grief 
and care, cut short thy strilc nor question of my state. 
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4 »weet h >{>€(1 maiden, of andmoalied w<II oi sinn^% With 
hei sof spe (h my hr iti hith ti’cn, ay, jind iirr jyrirtfwi na 
¥y he\rt, nc« the i iit gone, nott t know^ nor ra\ e^t<t do <*ieep, N w 
cm the lunger of my ho{ e-t itscll witn pitiente sate 
Vea, th >u nst Wit me o ro ual, file h » t ge of de ire, Tw at e > 

»a h t i in aP licon^ >1 »le. 

\ fn t in , L »Alhi!i I » m not nor wdi knm ; ! tr > e jk 
> into 1 s n 1 s’ dt i n f, hihju or late 

i # 1 ^ ni xr ?l Sit (i U us and icj ettul ih'^st also 

M y ’ sg > t \\ v\ n ft I Ig me n h that ve w leeim* 

I t r < 1 1 II w u f ) in> • n was t »t i 

4 h* M i ’ t » e i VI ^ U»r on,!’ ^ i T r t i V 

th 4. I ic n i p * I ai WA d m pie» f in 

tie waited tid the *n [i a ed time, then wttu to tlu 
treet, w»ien was th( C house, au t a(»^U!nnj?t 

It froM tht old wo’iuns c ‘ nption, sit diuvo on the 
cu I under the hU ' c-t rust*ntly drows *css oseitame 
IP , * p It wts \i lit, Si re he hid dept, ioi the sn^lern e o* 

^ ssion, and he leueno »is s>ue diuukeu vsuh &leei 
liiOrv Jt: **0 Hi n w >o si« ept i\ a it t 
Mean^vain, ( ^ ce Ud t i ur a cuUia thief, who had 
,-ame out Uut n^^ht to steal soniewlul and pniwled ibout tCCXhlf* 
^ne skirts of t^.j cit), till he ivp^Hned on Re»hid«ddin’s 
hou^e. He went round abm* it, but found no wa> ot 
cnuabing up inu> it and pnsuitiy came to the benra 
where he found \h hhxr asleep and lociiv his turban, 
that moment, Zm n^r ud kioKed out aad seeing tae dikl 
stain i in the ilaikness, took him for her luul ; so s! e 
whiakdtolnm and he whistled back to her, wUeuunv i 
‘‘he let 1 erself down to him, with a par of sidd e hag^ tu 
J gold. When the robber iaw this, he said to hiniseli 
riua IS a stnnge thing, and tnere must neetls be sonu 
extras rdinar> cause to lU* Then, snahiimg up the sa die 
lags, he toi^k Zumuriud on ms shoulden and made o^ 
with both like the blinding h Jitnmg. 

Quoth she, ‘The old woman odd me that tlioa wast 



weak with illness on my account ; and behold, tliou art 
Stlron^er thin a hort-e,* He made her no reply; so she 
put her hand to his face and felt a beard like a bath- 
hronm/ as he v^-ere a hog that had swallowed feathers and 
they hid come out at his gullet; whereat she took hight 
and said to him, * i art thou ? ' ^0 strumpet,’ answered 
he, ^ I am the sluipe: tewan the Kurd, of the band of 
Ahmed ed i>enef; we are forty sharpers, who will all tilt at 
thy tai) this n^ht, from dusk to dawn.’ Wnen she neard his 
words, she wept and hulfeted ner fat e, knowing that Fate 
aa i gotten the better of her and that there was nothing 
tor It but to put her tiust in God the iMost High. So she 
tuck patience and submitted herself to the ordinance of 
God, saying, ' There is no god but God ! As often as we 
escape from one trouble, we fall into a worse,’ 

Now the manner of Jewan’s coming thither was thus: 
he had said to Ahmed ed Denef, * O captain, I have been 
here before and know a cavern without the town, that will 
hold forty souls; so I will go before you thither and set 
my mother therein. Then will I enter the city and steal 
somewhat on your account and keep it till you come ; so 
shall you be my guests this day/ * Do what thou wilt,’ replied 
Ahmed So jewan forewent them to the cavern and left 
his mother there ; but, as he came out, he found a trooper 
lying asleep, with his horse tethered beside him ; so he 
slew him and taking his clothes and arms, hid them with 
his mother in the cave, where also he tied up the horse. 
Then he betook himself to the city and prowled about, till 
he happened on the Christian’s house and did with Ali 
Shar and Zumurrud as we have said He ceased not to 
run, with Zumuirud on his back, till he came to the cavern, 
where he gave her in charge of his mother, saying, * Keep 
watch over her till I come back to thee at point of day/ 
and went away. 


^ Usually made of palm-fibrei. 
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Meanwhile Zimuirrud said to hmelf, *Now is the 
ro c.st about for a means of esctipe. If I wait till these cCCXbttl 
toity men come, thev will take their turns at me, till thev 
make me like a \v r shio.* Then slu tuMiai to 

tJ’e oki wiu:nan ai»d stai to !*er, *0 my aunt, wilt thou nut 
rnue widiout the cave, that I may U^tise tbet* in the sun?’ 

* Ay, by ATdi, () ntjj dau* 4 hterl’ replied the old wouiaa. 

Hus Ion, nme ha\e I bc^n out oi leirh of the liHh; tor 
1 s'-je ho^s icise not to hale me fiout plu e to pl.u So 
r» *y \’u nt wititout the ravein, and Zunmruui <'onii)e<i out 
tue old wuuuiiVh hair and killed the vermin m h«T head till 
ni'. 3J0tlied her and she IcH as!eej»; whereupon Zuuuurud 
aiuse and donning cl i>thes ot the murdeted troop r, 
girt herself it i hib sword and covered her head with his 
turban, so Uuit she became as she were a man. Then 
she look the saddled*a^> full of uold and mounted tue 
huise, saying m Utrselt *0 kifid Piotert<w, I adjure th<*e 
by the glory of Aluoainmccl, (wiioin God bitss and pie- 
serve,) protect me! If 1 enter the city, btlske one of 
the trooper’s folk will see me, and no good will befall 
me.' So she tui ned her back on the city and rude fordi 
into the desert. 

She fared on ten days, eating of the fruits of the eaith 
and drinking of its waters, she and her horse ; and on the 
eleventh day, she came in sight of a pleasant and safe city, 
stablished in good; the season of winter had depaited 
from it with its cold and the spring-tide came to it with 
its roses and orange-blossoms; its dowers blew bright, its 
streams welled forth and its birds warbled. As she drew 
near, she saw the troops and Amirs and notables ot the 
place drawn up before the gate, at whicit she marvelled and 
said to herself, ‘ The people of the city are all collected 
at the gate ; there must needs be a reason for this.’ 'Fhen 
she made towards them ; but, as she drew near, the troops 
hastened forward to meet her and dismounting, kissed the 
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i 

Sffare her and said, 'God aid thee, O om lord the 

^uit n V 

I the grand(^es rar^ied themselves before her, whilst 
t’i* ranjei' the people m order, spying, M'^od aid 

tliee and make thy coming a ble&sjng to the Muslims, C 
Siiltm of ad men! God stodish thee, O king of the aac 
and pearl nf ijie dr.y and Lie timej^ n\liat ails you, 0 
pcip’e die cit>?’ as^.ed Zumiimid; and the chamber* 
Ian aas\\ei(id, *Yaruy, He who is no ni‘;^aid in giving 
n.itft be n bouiitifal to thee and hath made thee Sultan of 
nty and ruler over the nedis of all that are tiierein ; 
foj know that it iS the custom oi the citizens, when their 
dies, leaving no son, that the troops should sally 
fwilh of the place and abide there three days ; and whoever 
coineth iroui the quarter whence thou hast come, they 
n\ tke him kinct over them. So praised be God who hath 
sent us a well-favoured man of the sons of the Turks ; for 
had a lesser than thou presented himsch', he hao been 
Sultan/ 

NowZumumid was well-advised in all she did; so sh«» 
Raid, * Think not that I am of the common folk of the 
furks; nay, I am a man of condition; but 1 was wroth 
vitii my family, so I went forth and left them. See these 
^cMle-bags lull of gold I brought with me, that I might 
give alms thereof to the poor and needy by the way/ So 
they called down blessings upon her and rejoiced in her 
with an exceeding joy and she also rejoiced in them and 
in herself, ‘Now that I have attained to this estate, it 
fccill. may be God will reunite me with my lord in this place, foi 
He can do what He wUl/ Then the troops escorted her 
to the city and dismounting, walked before her to tlie 
pilace* Here she alighted and the Amirs and grandees, 
taking her under the armpits, carried her into the palace 
and seated her on the throne ; after which they all kissed 
the ground before her« Then she bade open the treasuries 
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and gave largesse to the troops, who offered up prayers 
for the continuance of her reign, and all the townsfolk and 
the people of the kingdom accepted her rule. 

She abode thus awhile, ordering and forbidding, and 
f emitted taxes and rele.ihed prisoners ami s.ui 
gnevances, so that all the people came to bold ner in 
exceeding reverence and to love her, by ro.<v>n of her 
generosity and continence ; hnt, as often a<? she bethoiuht 
hei (d her loid, she and besou^Jit fh>d to leuiiit*" 
them; and one night, as she was thinking oJ him and 
calling to mind the davs she had wiin hnn, ner 

eyes ran over with tears and she rei*eated the folio 
verses : 

My *spite of time, for thee is ew new; M\ w 

ray 1 ds and t< ars ou tear . i.'.ue. 

Wlienas I weep, 1 wtep foi anguish of desite ; For gntvous severance 
is a lover’s h^a t unto. 

Then she wiped away her tears and rising, betook her 
self to the harem, where she appointed to the slave- ;ii Is 
and concubines separate lodjin^s ,ind assigne<l them pen- 
jiions and allowances, giving oat that ?he wms minded to 
live apart and devote herself to works of })iety. So she 
betook herself to fasting and pragma, till the Amhs said, 
‘Verily, this Suhan is exceeding devout* Nor would die 
suffer any attendants about her, save two bttle eunuchs, to 
serve her 

She held the throne thus a whole year, during whicl* 
time she heard no news of Ah Shar, and tliis exceed- 
ing grievous to her so, when her distiess Iw*caine ex- 
cessive, she summoneii her Viziers and chamberLans and 
hid them fetch arclutecis and builders and make her a 
tilting ground, a parasang long and the like bro.wl, in 
h’ont of the palace. They hastf^ned to do iier hiddin.% 
and v\hen the place was completed to her liking, she wtnt 
down into it and they pitched iier tliere a great pavilion, 



wheiem the chairs of the Amirs were set m their order. 
Tm n b!ie bule sprcaii in the tiiting-grouml tables with all 
tiiii n n nch meats and ordeied the grandees to eat. So 
tnev ate and she siid to iltem ‘It is rny will that, on the 
tir< day of each month, ve do on this wise and proclaim 
in the city thft none siuU o »en his shop, but that al! the 
\ o Ic shall lome and eat of the kind’s banquet, and that 
disoOeycth shall be hanged overTiis own door/ 

The> did as she bade them, and when came the first day 
of the next month, Zumurrud w'eiit down into the tilting- 
giouiid and the crier proclaimed aloud saymg, ‘Ho, all ye 
puc^ie, great and smdl, whoso openeth shop or house or 
magazine shall straightway be hnngcd over his own door ; 
for It behoies you all to come and eat of the king’s 
bi^quet* Then they laid the tables and the people came 
in troops i so she bade them sit down at the tables and 
eat their fill of all the dishes. So they sat down and she 
sat on her chair of estate, watching them, whilst each 
thought she was looking at none but him. Then they fell 
to eating and the Amirs said to them, ‘Eat and be not 
ashamed ; for this is pleasing to the King.’ So they ate 
their fill and went away, blessing the King and saying, one 
to the other, * Never saw we a Sultan that loved the poor 
as doth this Sultan,* And they wished her length of life, 
%j£WC* whilst Zumiimxd returned to the palace, rejoicing in her 
device and saying in herself, ‘ If it please God the Most 
High, I shall surely by dus means happen on news of my 
lord AH Shan* 

When the first day of die second month came round, 
the made the banquet as before and the folk came and 
sat down at the tables, company by company and one by 
one. As she sat on her throne, at the head of the tables, 
watching the people eat, her eye fell on Bersoum, the 
Nazarene who had bought the curtain of Ali Shax; and 
she knew him and said m herself, * This ia the first of my 





sn^w md of the aeron)plishmt nl of toy de.sireJ *‘*ni3Rs 
rime up to the table and sutm|, down u th the re‘^»t to 
e^picii a dish of s\u<t rice, spnnhlcd with 8 U|,»^r; Ivit tt 
was far from him. So he pu' up to it mil latire nut 
hh hand to it, tni^k it a/ui set it Indore liimHit lia a<\t 
nei.hxnr ^ lid to hiuu ‘Why dost thou not * it <f i 
is htfiiii thee? \rt tlvu not asluiimnl t< ’* ich < * r 

a di^ 1 t’at is ihd u t^tiou thee?* Qu» th ^ i n on, M a 
eat of rone but this d^s %' ‘ Vit tnen,’ n j i k* ? th<‘ oUif r, 

*and small good nuv it do toeol* But toother irn *• 
hashish eatei, stul, ‘Let lum eat of it, dwt I u e t \ 
hiUi/ ‘O aniurkiest <‘t . s usii-calets/ n j L d list 
speakei, * this is no meat foi 1 1*^*, it i* e lor Ami»^. 
Let a be, that it may return to tUo e fur vvho^a it is meant 
and thev eat it* 

But Btisoum heedtd him not and » ho land to 
the rue, took a moumhil and put it ir < t louth lie 
was about to take a suiuid niMinhfui, w mi Zunuiitml, 
who was witching him, cned out to certain of her guards, 
&a)ing, ‘Bring me >01 ei man with the < mi ot sw'^et 
rcc belore him and let ♦ im not eat the imnddu! he hd 1 
rs\idv, but throw it from his haiui * So foui ut the gaints 
went up to Tcrsoura and throwmo: the nioathul of tae 
from his hand, haled him h tum i lit lore /immuuu, 
whilst all the people Idt eating uhI suti to one another, 
‘By Allah, he did wrong m n t earg of the food meant 
for the like of him * ‘ For me/ quoth one, * I was c<mt t 
with this trunieiity that is before me* \nd the hashish- 
eater said, ‘Praised be God whu hindered me from CvCing 
of the dish of sweet rice, lor 1 loured for it to staiui be- 
fore him and was onl> waiting lor turn to have sta>ui « 
hunger of it, to eat with him, whtn turn* befell nun waaf 
we see/ And they said, one to amnher, * Wait nil we ste 
what befalls him/ 

Then said Zuuiurrud to Bersouiii, ‘ Out on Uite, U blue 
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is Jiir.'e Wtlier?* 

Lu the .kaur-e<l f/ luw jiv tvlieu avu:^' a 

I 1 vC an-n\red, *0 Ki»' , my n,*iae 1% AH; I aro 
A H Liver and rame hither to tMile.* ‘ Bud^ me a table 
U s.rd anti a pen of Ltraiis,’ quoth Zii7nurn3d, and tl ey 
her whjt she sou 4 ht She levorici the and 
a'jv tiio p. m dteura cteomantic figure, m the likeness ul 
an .1 < ; t^ea, x.wn^ her head, she ♦"onsiderLd I'cr'-onra 
siMith and said to him, *0 clog, how daiest thou lie to 
kitPs? Art thou not a ^^a 2 a^cnc^ llersoum byname, and 
Cum St thou not hither la cy iU of somewhat^ Si^eak the 
trjth, or, by the spUndour of the Deity, I will c>lrike oti 
hy head?* At this, Bersoam was confounded and the 
\mits and bystandeis said, ‘ Venly, the King understands 
gcotiiancy : blessed be He who hath gifted him 1 ’ Then 
Zmuurrud cried out upon Bersoum and said, * Tell me the 
truth, or I will make an end of thee ! * * Pardon, O King 
1# fgbt of the age,' replied Bersoum ; ‘ the table hath told thee 
cedext, aright ; thy slave is indeed a Nazarene.' Whereupon all 
present wondered at the King’s skill in geomancy, saying, 
^Verily, the King is a di\ iner, whose like tlrere is not in 
tlie vvorld.* 

Then Zumumid bade flay the Christian and stuff his 
skin with straw and hang it over the gate of the tilting- 
ground* Moreover, she commanded to dig a pit without 
tile city an<i burn his flesh and bones therein and throw 
over his ashes offal and rubbish, *VVe hear and obey,* 
an<>wered they and did with him as she bade. When the 
people saw what had befallen the Christian, they said, 
* He hath his deserts ; but what an unlucky mouthibl was 
tlmt for him!* And another said, *Be my wife triply 
divorced if ever I eat of sweet rice as long as I live I' 
'Praised be God/ quoth the hashish-eater, ‘who saved 
me from this fellow’s fate by hindering me from eating of 
^ The dittmetive headdrm of the Musliias. 



the lire!* Then they all wmt ont, inf^^fed thencf forth 
tu leave sittioi; in the Cluoluu*s pLifts over a aiiist the 
dish of nre. 

Whiu the hnst day of tie tli’rd month c^nie, the? Md 
the tito as ot wunt, a: d <^)»uen Zunmnmi came down 
and on her tlm^ns w»th oei |'\ur«h m /tlendan#’^* on 
h'T, f'anni her dn^er, Tluu the town* folk enteiuij as 
V uih a d went roi*nt? ahnkt the tahh* , kn the 

nl re at tke dish uf sweet net, and quotfi t»i*e to 
* 11 uk ye, n^’j iCIulefr ‘At thvsejvue, O Kejji Kh iLo 
, 'skM* I the < ♦ ,er *A\ul die diish < f &we<t rued sn ♦ 
K Id, *.frui h dion eat m»t tnereof ; for it thou dn, 
thou Wn‘- l»e hao rvdd Then the) b,it down to meat; and 
as they Wf re eating, Zumunud chanced to look at the gate 
ot the liltine-ground and saw a men come rnnsoig in. bo 
she ron^utncd him and knew him lor lewan the Km<l. 

Ninv tke manner of hia 001111114 was on ttns wn*»e. When 
he lelt hiS mother* he went to hU comrades and said U> 
them, * 1 had fme puichase yesteiday ; for I slew a trooper 
andtofik as 4 orae. More oer there fell to me last ni^l t 
a pail of saddle-bags, fuii of go d, and a girl w'orth more 
than the money; and I have kit them all with my motlier 
in the caved At this they rejmced and repaited to the 
cavern at nightfall, whilst he foiewent them, that he mig» i 
fetch them the booty. But he found the place empty and 
questioned his mother, who toUl him what had bclallen 
whereupon he bit his hands for despite and exclaimed, 

By Allah, I will make search for yonder haihit and take 
her, wherever she is, though It be in the shell ol a pist*u hio 
nut, and quench my malice on her f ’ So he went forth in 
quest of her and journeyed from place to place, till he 
came to Queen Zutnurrud’s city. He found the town de 
sorted and eiu|uiring of some women whom he saw iot^kin^^ 
from the windows, learnt that it was the S«ltan*s custom 
to moke a banquet for ail the people on tlie irst of each 
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month and was directed to the tilting-ground, where the 
feast was spread . 

So he came rumimg b and finding no place empty, 
lave that before the dish of sweet rice, took his seat there 
and pnt out his hand to the dish ; whereupon the folk 
cried out to him, saying, * O brother, what thou do ? * 
Quoth he, ^ I mean to eat my fill of this dish/ * If thou 
eat of it/ rejoined one of the people, ^ thou whit assuredly 
be hanged/ But Jewan said, ‘ Hold thy peace and talk 
not thus/ Then he stretched out his hand to the dish 
aforesaid and drew it to him. 

Now the hashish-eater, of whom we have before spoken, 
was sitting by him ; but when he saw him do this, the 
fumes of the hashish left his head and he fled from his 
place and sat down afar oflf, saying, ‘1 will have nothing 
to do with yonder dish/ Then Jewan put out his hand, 
as it were a crow*s foot, and dipping it in the dish, scooped 
up therewith half the disliful and drew it out, as it were 
camel's hoof, and the bottom of the dish appeared. He 
tCCniL rolled the rice in his hand, till it was like a great orange, 
and threw it ravenously into his n^outh ; and it rolled down 
his gullet, with a noise like thunder. ‘Praised be God,* 
quoth his neighbour, ‘who hatli not made me meat before 
thee ; for thou hast emptied the dish at one mouthfuL’ 
‘Let him eat/ said the hashish-eater; ‘methinks he hath 
a gallows-face/ Then, turning to Jewan, ‘ Eat/ added he, 
* and small good may it do thee I ' 

Jewan put out his hand again and taking another 
mouthful, was rolling it in his hands like the first, when 
Zumurrud cried out to the guards, saying, ‘ Bring me yonder 
man in haste and let him not eat the mouthful in his 
hand/ So they ran and seizing him, as he bent over the 
dish, brought him to her, whilst the people exulted over him 
and said, one to the other, *He hath his deserts, for we 
warned him, but he would not take warning. Verily, this 



place ts fated to be the death of whoso sits therein, md 
fonder rice is fatal to all who eat of it/ 

Then said Zamurnid to Jewan, * What is thy mine and 
condition and why comest thou hither?' ‘O our lord 
the Sultan/ answered he, ‘ my name is Othnian ; I am a 
gardener and am come hither in quest of somewhat I have 
lost/ ‘Bring me a table of sand/ £aid Zuiinirrud. So 
they brought It, and* she took the pen and dratvirsg a 
geonmntic figure, considered it arvhik, tlien ndsirEg luir 
head, exclaimed, *Out on thee, thou sorry knave I Hor 
darest thou lie to kings? This sand tells uie that tiiy 
n..ime is Jewan the Kurr! and that thou art by trade a 
robber, taking men's goods in the way of uuvight and 
slaying those wiiom God hath forbidden to slay, save for 
just cause/ And she cried out upon him, saying, ‘O hog, 
tell me the truth of thy case or I will cut uiF thy head 1 ' 

When he heard this, he turned pale and his teeth chat 
tered; then, deemiag that he might save himseif by telling 
the truth, he replied, ‘O King, thou sayst sooth; but 1 
repent at thy hands henceforth and turn to God the Afost 
High I* Quoth she, * I may not leave a pest in the way of 
the true-believers/ And she said to her guards, ‘Take 
him and Bay him and do wltii him as ye did by his like 
last month/ And they did her commandment. When the 
hashish-eater saw this, he turned his back upon the dish 
of rice, saying, ‘ It is unlawful to present my face to tliee/ 
Then, when they Iiad made an end of eating, they dis- 
persed and Zuinurrud returned to her palace aiui dismissed 
her attendants* 

When the fourth month came round, they made the 
s.;anquet, as of wont, and the folk sat awaiting leave to 
begin. Presently Zumurrud entered and sitting down on 
her throne, looked at the tables and saw that room for 
four people was left void before the dish of rice, at which 
she wondered* As she sat, looking around, she saw a man 
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njrjnin.^' In at the gate, who stiyed not till be readied 
the tallies and finding no rooin^ save before the dmn of 
rice, took his seat there. She looked at him and knowing 
liitn for the accursed Christian, w’ao allied hiniscK Resisid* 
edclin, said in herself, ‘ How blessed is this device of the 
food, into whose toils this infidel hath fallen ! * 

Notv the manner of his coming was extraorclraar}% and 
it was on this wise. When he retiii’ned from his jonniey.. 
tCCXxlit. the people of tiie house told him that Zumiirrud wc.z 
missing and with her a pair of saddlediags full of gold'^ 
wheieiipon he rent his clothes and bulleted his face and 
plucked out his beard. Then he despatched his brother 
Bersouni in quest of her, and when he was weary of await- 
ing news of him, he went forth himself, to seek for him 
and for Zumurrud, and fate led him to the latter^s city. 
He entered it on the finst day of the month and finding 
the streets deserted and the shops shut, enquired of the 
women at the windows, who told him that the King made 
a banquet on the first of each month for the people, all of 
whom were bound to attend it, nor might any abide in his 
iiouse or shop that day ; and they directed him to the 
tiiting-ground. 

So he betook himself tliither and sitting down before the 
rice, put out his hand to eat thereof, whereupon Zumurrud 
cried out to her guards, saying, ‘Bring me him who sits 
before the dish of rice.* So they laid hands on him and 
brought him before Queen Zumurrud, who said to him, 
‘Out on thee! What is thy name and occupation, and 
what brings thee hither?* ‘ O King of the age,* answered 
he, ‘ my name is Rustem and I have no occupation, for I am 
a poor dervish.* Then said she to her attendants, ‘ Bring 
me table of sand and pen of brass.* So they brought her 
what she sought, as usual; and she took the pen and 
drawing a geomantic figure, considered it awhile, then 
raising her head to Reshideddin, said, *0 dog, how dares! 
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thou Ke to kings ? Hiy name is Reshideddin the Mazarenej 
thou art outwardly a Muslim, but a Christian iit hearty 
and thine occMpaiioii is to lay snares for the slave-girls of 
the Muslims and take tliem. Speak the truth, or I will 
smite of tliy head.* He hesitated and stammered, then 
replied, ‘ Thou sayest sooth, O King of tiie age ! ’ Witertv 
she oommanded to throw him down and mvc him a 
hundred blows on each sole and a tlioiLraml on Ids b^ndy; 
after which slie !,)nde tiay him and htiiit his skin with tiards 
of flax am! dig a pit without the city, wherein tliey should 
burn his body and cast dirt and nibbiiih on his as-ies* 
Tiiey did as she bade them and she gave the peo|)le leave 
to eat 

So they ale their hi! and went their ways, whilst Z\h 
mumid returned to her palace, thanking God for that He 
had solaced her heart of those who had wronged hen 
Then she praised tlie Creator of heaven and earth and 
repeated the following verses : 

'Lo, these eist had |x>wer and used it with opprensioa and imright ! In a 
little, their dominion was as if it neV had been. 

Had they used their power with justice, they had been repaid the lik.e | 
But they wrought unright and Fortune guerdoned them with dole 
and teem 

So llitey perished and the moral of the case bespeaks them thus, ** Tbit 
IS what your crimes have eamt you : Fate is not to blame, I wetii/ 

Then she called to mind her lord All Shat and wept, 
bat presently recovered herself and said, * Surely God, who 
hath given mine enemies into my hand, will vouchsafe me 
speedy reunion with my beloved ; for He can do what He 
will and Is generotm to His ser\'ants and mindful of thm 
easel* Then she praised God (to whom belong might 
and majesty) and besought forgiveness of Him, submitting 
herself to the course of destiny, assured that to each be- 
ginning there is an end, and repeating the saying of 
the poet: 
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Ve a* * 1 ^ e, to» T i ^tin ^ fi‘‘htored 

^ 1 1 

^ C T ( f n r<»ruidden shaU 1 ffa!l Noi aa^hl oi Him appointed f«al 
£u t<nee. 

*^nd w«at ^inother saith; 

1. * IV pa'- »• M U t, m \ faie. And en'er thou not tl»ehou*t 

If s * 

r V h< I the pi'*. ^ tliir^j v^faa-i, Xtv. %iat nou*- \u 

a » our c le. 

And *1 third ; 

t’e iwl That tnre ♦a n ♦ a ' despite Ar^-I patient fi 

Ibeio fx misfo t *c r^n thy }iea»l. 

Indu'i ♦he * , at. qu»ok and g»eat with child by Tune And ot aH 
w hi rous tnmgs are hourly brought to bed. 

And a fourth : 

ToUe patience, jor therein la good ; an thou be leam'd m it, Thou sbalt 
be talm oi s«>ul noi dunk of anguish any whit. 

Aiul kn w tnat d, with a god grace, thou do not thee submit, Yet 
must thou suffer, will or mil, that which the Peu hath wnt. 

She abode thus another whole month's space, judging 
the folk and commanding and forbidding by day, and by 
iis,.ht weeping and bewailing her separation from her lord 
Ali w'^hir* On the first day of the fifth month, she bade 
>»preid the banquet as usual and sat down at the head i f 
the tables, whilst the people awaited the signal to fall to, 
lent mg the place before the dish of rice vacant She sat 
witii tyes fixed upon the gate of the tilting'ground, noting 
all who entered and saying, ‘O Thou that restoredst Joseph 
to Jfacob and didst away the affliction of Job, vouchsafe of 
Th) power and greatness to restore me my lord Ali Shar; 
foi Thou canst aU things! O Lord of all creatures, O 
Guide of the erring, 0 Hearer of those that cry, O An 
swerer of prayer, answer Thou my prayer, O Lord of ali 
aeatures I * 

Hardly had she made an end of her prayer, when she 
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■^hen ht" ♦nv ut* ind toufu^ ’ ju t U i im it. u i 


mtsdelluC. Mii% hiuists Hi **t * u km 

'bit s Jim* or * n3c j uj m 0”.» ami h* » » 

<* in, wK?' t lie 'leji. So u* u 

*.a'th da’? v\eT be ruiilouiM.t J* t’. X u tu >^3 
\ erily, we un ti to liuii ritari ^ jnd 11 m 

k to tiic oU* vf u.aii’s m% km>< ka* .u ike 4<)ui >h** 

lixot mi iml h* wtut * ^ nc hw, till te r.oaiiui awav 
' Vbva he c.ime to b nuc t, .^e loin her ad that h»i4 ivsed, 
ml ske ' ii*5ed h.m and eliiii hiia for hu tim! ^ 'iiess, 
ayiit^, ‘ rv>n !mt but Un'ctf to tfutnk for thorn ♦ ^ uou 
ind calnnkv ^ Am! nae g«i\c hot toe? rei»rai<. Ut*; hitn* 
till the blowMi streimed tmm ais uodnls and he nu 3 C(o§l 
fiinted V rtnhcd. ue saw her wu 0 mom CtCnb 

him; he Inamnd htm^cli and sv‘j..UtU in iuliimihg 
veises : 

flow Mttrr It pAitIng: to frieiiiiiy aijfl how twee? Rf »>i n to itWf'T %r 
lar ttner that 141(11 1 

M if tjiud all amlt* them and watcli uwm xutf Vnt Tm iit !l«fe a.« * nn 
and like for to die. 

The old woman monmedi over him and s«it<l tu him, 

*Sir here, wbtl4 I go in <jue«it of n* ws and return to thee 
in haste.’ hear and obey/ answered ae, ^ «'e le't 
hifii a.ni was ahient till midday, when the rctaiuul aud 
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" >1 1 (<» T n (> \h, i feir me iliou must die in thy | 
M II wi ( . e see tuy beloved a^Min save on Es Sirat 
t r r* oi the Ch stun’b house, when the> arose 

.u t ’in’ i "i-, fiaui the \ndovv giving on the garden 
Sro»* ^ Zanairid nuasng, and with her a pair of 

bjNuU 'u^s, tail the Christian’s money. When I came 
th *lier, I found the M .ter of Police and his olFicers stand* 
nii tit * ^ door, and thvre is no power and no virtue save 
m i Most Hi^h, the Su[uerae!’ 

Wlifii he heard this, the light in his eyes was changed 
to darkness and he despaired of life and nude sure of 
death ; nor did he leave weeping, till he lost his senses. 
When he reco\eied, love and longing were sore upon 
him ; there beiell him a grievous sickness and he kept his 
house a whole year; during which time the old woman 
ceased not to bnng him doctors and ply him with diet* 
drinkb and njake him broths, till his life returned to hinL 
Then he recalled what had passed and repeated the fol- 
lowing verses : 

Union parted ^ m iU stead, of gnef 1 mn possessed i My tears flow 
sU*l, my heart’> on fire tor yearning and Hhrest 
ttg retiou 4«s on a who hJth no peice, so sore Of lore and 
wakeluiiitSA aud pain he\ wasted and opplos^ed. 

Lord, I be^eeth Thee, if there be relief for me in aught, Vouchsafe it, 
whilst a spatk oi hte auideth tn my breast* 

When the seconil year began, the old woman said to 
him, * 0 my son, all this thy sadness and sorrowing will 
not bring thee back ihy mistress. Rise, therefore, take 
heait and seek for her in the lands : haply thou shalt light 
on some new^ of her,’ And she ceased not to exhort and 
encourage him, till he took heart and she carried him to 
the bath* Then she made him drink wine and eat fowls, 
and thus she did with him for a whole month, till he re- 

^ *i'he bridge that spans Hell, finer than a hair and sharper than a 
•word, and over which all must pass on the Day ot Judgment 



i ined stTifiF'th and scttni** om, j ^iime^ed <viMn^ 

nil lie amved at Ziiii'^iind’s r?t\, vvhun m* wnU to “ 
♦ftinf’-groumi am! sit n d»n\»t hUum t u* dish o! s^ ** 
rice, put out his hand Um ♦ it n. 

\Vhen the toll saw t \ , fhc> wei*» torn *rncd ^or i 
and Haul to him, ‘O , nun, eit *u u) Uut i ^ 
i»h<iso eats thoieof, nmhu um* \ W* fnu, “la ve u*e 

to eat of it/ amvsiru! le, ‘and 1 l *’ t ^ d u tls me a 
they h a. so ha a) I r* u be at li a fu'm t ^ » uear> h 
then he ate a first mo o id, and / »m*rr <1 u is r iih i 
to ha^e him troiLOt to hei ; but 1> t o a h taulnake 
he was anhungred and siitd in lur^ 1, ' it were well to kt 
him tjat his till/ bo he went on ediu’, whibt the paopiC 
looked on m asionisliment, wai to see wh if would IhmU 
him ; and when ue h li done, Zi la urad said to ceitain » i 
Her eunuchs, * Go to jonder ^ori t<at e*tei i of the nu* 
and bring him to me on r ourteous Wise, o\*n , * The ku» ; 
woukd have speech of thee on some i lu uuiUcr.' *\Ve 
hear and obej-/ a^wweied they and goiiu up to Ah SIrar, 
said to him, ‘0 n\v lord, the Kui' ucsues the Uvour of 
a word with thee, aul let thy heart h>* t «,v/ • I he tr and 

obey/ replied he and fallowed the euua a-, who cmth d him Xijbt 
before Zuniurrud, whilst the luoplc sutl to one another, CtUtCbi 
* There is no power and no viitu<. sa%e in th>d *he Most 
High, the Supreme! i woiioer wl.it the Ki’u will do 
with him! * And others sai u * He wiU uo luiu nuuj,at iuit 
good ; for, were he numkd to harm him, he had nut 
sufleret! him to eat hb hll/ 

When he came before Zimmmid, he saluted and kiss/d 
the earth before her, whilst she teuinitd Ins ereUiuj; anti 
received him with hunoui. 'riien said she to him *\V\ U 
is thv name and couduion and what ‘»i iuht thee hither t ' 

*0 King/ answeitd he, ‘my name is Ah blur, I am of 
the sons of the mercnaiits ol Kuoiassau and the ab;« ct 
of ray coming hither is to seek toi a sksegirl whom 1 



wr> \{ t fir {^1*? t to n iban ii*y 

1 ) MH,, II \ I id ins < il chavet to her, sipce I 
u \i \ iie uc t t k } e oun^<i away She ciused 
ro^ r on hi« face, at r rye to hinioclt, 
i i sM ud, ‘Tm me iht Ual oi ^and and the pen’ 
) n^y Irci^ 1 ti a and si e ^lok the pen and die^ 
^nuith ii IT \v 1 di she «(n*>dc»*eii avhilej then, 
i t last I 'V'.tn sootV -le *God lali grant 
*'Pted) ruin on mih iur , so he not txoub^ed Ihta 
jt bioe her rh'itnbtrhm citry hin to the b'^th and after 
loM him in d hands mxe suit ti ro} il ap aid, and mount 
nm a i ant ot the Its oi tlu Kings hordes and uin g hua 
to tl e I li jce at end ot da} »sc> the chamben''in took hnr 
whilst the tulk said to one anotn^r, ‘ What riaU 
^nt king deal thus count ously with jondtr }outa r** Anc 
out said, *Did I not tell you that he would do him no 
tmxt? For he is fur of aspect, and this I knew, wherj 
ihe King sufiered him to eat his hiL* And each saxd hui 
say , ifter which they all dispelled and went their ways 
As for ZaiaiiiriMi, «fhe thought the night would ne\e 
iome, that she might be done with the beloved of her 
heait As soon as it was dusic, she withdrew to her sleep- 
ing ihamber and made m she w^re overcome with sleep, 
and It was her wont to suffer none to pass the night with 
her, ave the two little eunuchs tliat waited upon her. 
Aftt r i little, she sent for All Snar and sat down upon the 
bed, with candles burning at her head and feet and the 
olact lighted with hanging lamps of ^oid that shone like 
die smu When the people heard of her sending for Ah 
Shar, they marvelled and said, ^Algates, the Kmg 
enamoured of this young man, and to-morrow he wiU 
make him commanda ol the troops/ And each thougnt 
hxs thought and said his say. When they brought him m 
to her, he kissed the earth before her and called down 
olessings on her, and she said m herself, * Needs must I 
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sr ,h him atihiV ere I mi nii t f ki m ni 
I hen Slid she t(j him H) Ah Iw tht u i at t 
bath?* 'Yes, O i >id ’ ti d uc *romt iU o* 
this fowl and mei^ dimk of this wmc nd »htr 
of s»u^ir/ &atd she, h>i itioi n\ \ uj and d m < Mif 
hither* ‘I hear and ohu, rt^iui he anti did ^ 1 

} acle Jiiiii 

U cn he had ma?# m end oi t u m* ini ds k i 
&aid to li It), * Cunie up \ i i au on the i oi t h aii " ib i 
^eet* So fell to lubt ) htr kn inti at* t i 
tium soiltr thin silL iaui «• id slu, Hio hi h \\i 
mbbir„',* and lie *Padon uh, 0 ni) loi h i \iid lo no 
htgha than the knee’ \ uruipon, ‘Wilt thou *^iin v 
n.e ?* quoth &he. 'It shall he ar ih onuned n J\i fo tin ^ 
Nay, but ii behoses thte to do m\ nidiiv and I 'ftill nnkt 
thee minion and app mt tnee one o iu> Arnir^ \n * 
m liviut must I do thy Ino hi »:», 0 Km ^ of iht a^c ? i i ^ ] 
Ail *Put off tbv trousois,/ answert 1 U, ‘and he tu u 
on thy fite Quoth he, ‘Tl t w a tMj. 1 never m m 
lie did, and if thuu force me thireto, i ^mIi auuse the 
theieoi before frud on the Dt) of Resincctmn I alt u 
thou hist gisea me and let m* go to m> own cit) \n( 
he wept and lamented. But she siid, * Put off thv lums^is 
and he down on thy fare, or i will stnke off th> he.*U 
bo he did as she bade him aito she mounted upon ni 
back And he felt what was softer than silk and be>ht 
than cream and saul in hiimclf, ‘ Of a tnuh, tin** King h 
belter than all the wo nen * * 

She abode awmle on his bus then *imed over on to 
the giouad, and he aid |in luuiself|, * Pi i smI be Gud 1 it 
seems his yard is not m point Then i ^ ♦he, *0 \ 

It IS of the wont of my yarn that it sMntlaii not on , 
exce )t It be rubbed with the hand, iO, tome, rub it uitl 
th} hand, till U be m point, else will I kill Uut* Si 
saying, she hy down on htr bi» k md tikm hss UaiU set 



It to hfr .>nd found it a kaze ‘softer than silk^ 

hue, phinifi and great, rescmblin^^ for heat the hot roora 
it the hat* or the fieart of a lover, whom passion hath 
v^asted. Quoth \\\ in himself, ^Veiily, this King hath a 
k ize. This is a %voader of wonders ! ^ And desire got hold 
m him and his yard stood on end to the utmost; which 
when Zumuiiud saw, she burst out laughing and said to 
nim, * 0 my lord, all this betideth and yet thou knowest 
me not I * ‘ And who art thou, O King ? * asked he ; and 
she said, * 1 am thy shve-girl Zumurrud/ 

When he knew this and was certified that she was indeed 
his very slave-girl Zumumid, he threw himself upon her, 
as the lion upon the sheep, and kissed her and embraced 
her. Then he thrust his yard into her poke and stinted 
not to play the porter at her door and the Imam ' at her 
prayer-niche, whilst she with him ceased not from inclina- 
iioxi and prostration and rising up and sitting down,* ac- 
companying her canticles of praise • with motitations and 
otner amorous gestures, till the [two little] eunuchs [afore- 
said] heard [the noise]. So they came and peeping out 
from behind the curtains, saw the King lying [on his back] 
and Ali Shar upon him, thrusting and thronging amain, 
whilst she puffed and blew and wriggled. Quoth they, 
*This is no man’s wriggle: belike this King is a woman.’ 
But they concealed their affair and discovered it to none. 

On the morrow, Zumurrud summoned all the troops and 
the grandees of the realm and said to them, ‘ I am minded 
to journey to this man’s country ; so choose you a deputy, 
who shall rule over you, till I return to you.’ And they 

* Or IcAder oi the people at prayer, who stands opposite the niche 
sunk into or painted on the wall of the znosqne, to indicate the daectios 
of Mecca. 

* All this is an audacious parody of the Muslim ritual of prayer, 

* Lu. **exclamaiion« of *<Hory be to God 1 which arc of frequent 
recurience in the Mohaounedan formulas of prayei. bee la»i note. 
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answered, ‘We hear and oI)ey.* Then she applied herself 
to making ready for the joumt^y and mrnish(*d herself with 
victual and treasure and camels and muks and so lorth , 
after which she set out with Ali Shar, and they fared on, 
till they arrived at his native places where he en'ercvl h 
house and gave alms and largesse. God ^oucl^afeii him 
children by her, and Jhey both lived tlie happiest lives 
till there came to them the Destroyer of DJi:htb auv 
Sunderer of Companies, Glory be to God, ihc Elen ' 
without cease, and praised be lie in every case i 

THE LOVES OF JUBEIR BEN UMEIR AND THE 
LADY BUDOGR. 

It is related that the Khalit Haroun er Reshid was re^t 
less one night and could not sleep; so that he ceased noi 
to toss from side to side for very restlessness, till, growing 
weary of this, he called Mesrour and sani to him, *0 
Mesrour, look what may solace me of this my restlessness.’ 
*0 Commander of the Faithful,* answered Mesrouu ‘wilt 
thou walk in the garden of the palace and diveit thyseh 
with the sight of its flowers and giue upon the stars and 
note the beauty of their ordinance and the moon among 
them, shining on the water?* ‘O Mesrour/ replied the 
Khalif, *my heart inclines not to aught of this/ ‘O m> 
lord,* continued Mesrour, ‘there are in thy palace thrc»* 
hundred concubines, each of whom hath her separate 
lodging. Do thou bid each retire into her own apart* 
ment and then go thou about and divert thyself with 
gazing on them, without their knowlerige/ *0 Mesroui,' 
answered Haroun, ‘the palace is mine and the girls ar^ 
my property ; moreover, my soul inclineth not to aught 
this.* ‘O my lord,* said Mesrmir, ‘summon the doctor? 
and s^es and poets and bid them contend bekwe thee 
in argument and recite verses and teU thee uies and 



anccaotes/ 'My soul inclines not to aup;ht of this,' an^ 
i^fenxi ^lie Kh.iiif? and Mt‘sroiir said, ‘O my lord, bid 
ihc ninnojts and wits and boon-companions attend thee 
and divert thee ^vith willy sallies/ 'O Mesrour/ replied 
tlie Khalif, ‘iinuo i ui) sod iuclii^eth not to au»tit of this/ 
'XfelK 'Then, O my h^*// rejoined Mesroar. ^strike off my head : 

AtXXhdt mavoe, that will ibspd thme tintvue ^nd do away the rest 
Icssness that is upon thee/ 

At this the Khalif laughed and said, * See which of the 
)oon-conipanions is at the doo^* So .Mesrour went out 
and letuming, said, 'O my lord, he who sits without is 
Aii ben Measour of Damascus, the Wag/ Bring him to 
me/ quoth Haroiin ; and Mesrour went out and returned 
ivith Ibn Mensour, who said, on entering, * Peace be on 
thee, O Commander of the Faithful ! ’ The Khalif re- 
aimed his salutation and said to him, ‘O Ibn Mensour, 
:eli us one of thy stones/ *0 Commander of the Faith- 
ful/ said the other, *shaii I tell thee what I have seen 
viih my eyes or what I have only heard tell?^ *If thou 
have seen aught worth telling/ replied the Khalif, Met us 
near it ; for report is not like eye-witness/ * O Commander 
of the Faithful,' said Ibn Mensour, Mend me thine ear and 
diy heart/ *0 Ibn Mensour/ answered the Khalif, ‘behold, 
I am listening to thee with mine earn and looking at thee 
with mine eyes and attending to thee with my heart' 

* Know then, 0 Commander of the Faithful/ began Ibn 
Mensour, ‘that I receive a yearly allowance from Moham- 
med lien Suleiman d Hashimi, Sultan* of Bassora; so I 
went to him, once upon a time, as usual, and found him 
i:.bout to ride out a-hunting* I saluted him, and he returned 
my salute and would have me mount and go a-hunting with 
ium ; hut 1 said, “ 0 my lord, I cannot ride ; so do thou 
stablish me in the guest-house and give thy chamberlains 
md officers charge over me/' And he did so and departed 

* M* governor. 
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for the cha^e. His rjFFu'ers enlreatocl r«e with the 
honour and hospitality ; but I said m ** Ih Mhh, 

it is a strange thing that I should havi* med S4» !<^ng to 
come from Baghdad to Bassora, yet know no imwe of tlie 
town than fiom the pcdace to the garden and ba<*l. .*gain 
^^en shall I find an ocrrsion like llm u» vu w the cHu ^ent 
p:»rts of Basson? I '^ill lise at once and wilk Joita akua* 
and divert n3)seh a^d digest what I have 
So I donned m) riche4 clothes nid went o’jf a*wa1\h' * 
in Bassora. Now it is known to ti ee, () i'oihjnaiifior t t 
the Faithful, that it hath siriM^ cacfi i^eventy 

parasangs long of Irak measure ; anti I m>self in ds 
by-streets and thirst overcame me, Picsenily, as 1 went 
along, I came to a great uoor, on w’hich were twt> rings ol 
brass, with curtains vi red bfoeadc drawn heidtc if. Over 
the door was a trelhs, covered with \ creeping vine, that 
hung down and shaded tlte dot>rway; and on either side 
the poich w 's a stone bench. { stood still, i»» ga/c upon 
the place, ai.d presently heard a totrouhd voice, proceed 
hig from a mouminj. Lean, warliiiug melodiousiy and 
clianting the following verses: 

My body is become th* abode sickness and dismav, By leatson » f a 
fiiwn, whose 3an»i ana s'ead aro i i as\ay, 

O lephyr of the wa«te, that sou^vl my pain in me# I pray, Ity <hvl 
youf Lord, to him, with wh no m\ heart dw IL, f tho i < nr way 
And prithee chide him, so repioach mav > en h.iu, m vybe. 
And to you he do incline and heaike^t then fair Vour 
and udmgs unto him of lovers, ’twixt you, 
k ct, and vouchsafe to favour me wah service debuiiair And tmio him I 
love make known my case and my despair, 

Sayh g, **\Vhat ails fhyboanden slave that, forestran 
Shtmld die withonl offence of her commixed or respite Or disoliedieuc/ 
or breach of plijhted iaith or slight 

Or fraud sn turning ol her heart io other or unn^'ht?** And if he saale, 
with 'luket speech k*spcak >e t ms ttie wight: 

• * An thou thy company wouldst grant to her, ’twere vi ell ol th««| 



for she for bfc of the«*s distraught, as needs m!«t fee the 5 Her 
ey«.'» are eter void of sleep ; she weeps arxl wails apacsj*” 

If he show fevuaranid Incline to grant the wished -for gracCy U'i» well 
and gaoii : btst, if ye still read anger in his faces 

Di SAC asbie then with him and say, ** We know her not, iiol wed' 

Quoth I to myself, Verily, if the ovraer of this ?oke 
be fair, she unites beauty of person and eloquence and 
sweetness of Foke/’ Then I drew near the door, and 
raising the curtain little by little, beheld a damsel, white 
as the moon, when it rises on its fourteenth night, with 
joined eyebrows and languorous eyelids, breasts like twin 
pomegranates and dainty lips like twin corn-marigolds/ 
mouth as it were Solomon’s seal and teeth that sported 
with the reason of rhymester and proser, even as saitb 
the poet : 

O mouth of the beloved, who set thy pearl* trow And eke with wine 
faifiiied thee and camomiles like snow, 

And lent the morning-glory unto thy smile, and who flath with a pad- 
lock scaled thee of rukes sweet of show? 

Whoso but looks upon thee i* mad for joy and pride. How should it 
fare with him, then, who kisseth thee, heigho J 

And as saith another : 

O pearls of the teeth of my love, Have ruth on cornelian and spare 
To vie with it ! Shall it not find You peerless and passing compare? 

In fine, she comprised all manner of loveliness and was 
a ravishment to men and women, nor could the beholder 
satisfy himself with the sight of her beauty; for she was 
as the poet hath said of her : 

^ The word mmfuM, here used in the dual number, UBoaUy designate* 
the teeth, in its common meaning of “ camomile-flower ” s bat the lips arc 
here expressly mentioned, and this hmt, together with that of the substi- 
tution, in the Bredau edition, of the word akikam (two cornelians or 
rubies) for (two camomiles), as m the Calcutta and Boulac 

editions, shows that the word Is intended to be tidcen in its rarer mean- 
log of **oorn-marigddb*’ 
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If. face to faoss il»« do uppeas, unveilrd, j^lie r4ays 5 if Sl^e* tF.rr^, h?.t 
bjtckt slie makes ail her lovers i'M attu near, 
like the fell mid eke the sisR is, Imt craeity And b.hMmiriu:y 
beloisg not to tier nature dear. 

The ga.fdt*ii*g»tes of are openefi a^ith hei And the hiTi 

mmn rcvolveth sfiil n|!c-n her ncck*nng^i’ sphere. 


As I looked at her tlitoii^^h the opening of the cnnains^ 
she turned and seeing me standing at the door* said t«,} her 
mrJdj See who stands at the doord® So the maid aitm: 
up to me and said. “O old man^ hast diou no siiame, 
or do gray hairs and impudence go together?’^ my 
mistress A" aiiswt-jred I, I confess to the gray hairs, but as 
for un mannerliness, I think not to be giidty of it*’ ‘‘ And 
what can be more unmannerly,” rejoined her mistress, 

**than to intrude thyself upon a house other than thy 
house and gaze on a harem other than thy harem?” 

‘'*0 my lady,” said 1, **I have an excuse.” “And what 
is thine excuse?” asked she. Quoth I, “ I am a stratiger 
and well-nigh dead of thirst.” “We accept thine excuse,” 
answered she and calling one of her maids, said to her, CCCnil. 

O Lutf, give him to drink in the golden tankard.” 

So she brought me a tankard of red gold, set with pearls 
and Jewels, full of water mingled witii odoriferous musk 
and covered with a napkin of green silk ; and I addressed 
myself to diink and was long about it, casting stolen 
glances at her the till I could prolong it no longer. 

Then I returned the tankard to the maid, but did not otTcr 
to go; and she said to me, “O old mm, go thy hw*' 

** O my lady,” replied I, I am troubled in mind.” For 
what?” asked she; and I answered, For the uncertainty 
of fortune and the vicissitudes of everits.” “ Well mayst 
thou be troubled thereanent,” replied she, ‘*for rime* is 
the mother of wonders. But what hast thou seen of there 
that thou ahouldst muse upon?” Quoth I, **l was think 
^ S^m* Fortaae {a x^m^mh 



mg of the former owner of this house, he was 
good friend in his lifetime.” *‘Whst was his siame?'” 
asked she, Mohammed ben Ali the Jeweller/’ answered 
I ; *‘and he was a man of great w'ealth. Did he leave 
my children?” *^¥es” said she; “he left a daughter, 
Budour byname, who inherited ali his wealth,” Quoth L, 
“Meseems thou ait his daughter?” “Yes,” answered 
she, laughing ; then added, “ O old man, thou hast talked 
long enough ; go thy ways.” “ Needs must I go,” replied 
I ; “ but I see thou art out of health. Tell me thy case ; 
it may be God will give thee solace at my hands.” “ O 
old man ” rejoined she, “ if thou be a man of discretion, 
I will discover to thee my secret ; but first tell me who 
thou art, that I may know whether thou art worthy of 
confidence or not ; for the poet saith : 

None kcepeth secret* but the man who*s trusty and discreet : A secret’s 
ever safely placed with honest folk and leal 5 
Tor me, my secrets I preserve within a locked>up house, Whose key ts 
lost and on whose door is set the Cadi’s seal” 

my lady” answered I, “an thou wouldst know who 
I am, I am Ali ben Mensour of Damascus, the Wag, boon- 
companion to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.” When she 
heard my name she came down from her seat and saluting 
me, said, “Welcome, O Ibn Mensour! Now will I tell 
thee my case and entrust thee with my secret. Know that 
I am a lover separated from her beloved.” “ O my lady,” 
rejoined I, “ thou art fair and shouldst love none but the 
fair. Whom then dost thou love?” Quoth she, “ I love 
Jubeir ben Umeir es Sheibani, Prince of the Benou Shei- 
ban;”^ and she described to me a young man than whom 
there was none handsomer in Bassora. “O my lady/* 
asked I, *^have letters or interviews passed between you?” 

^ One of the tribes of the Arate and that to which the reuowaed 
Mfttn bea Zaldeh( sw Vol lit p, 317) belonged 
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^*¥€5,** she; ‘‘but his love for me w^s of the 

tongue, not of the heart ; for he kept not hi.s covenant nor 
was faithful to his troth.” “And what was the cause of 
)mr sepanition ? ** asked !. 

“ I was sittitig one day,” replied she, “ whilst niy maid 
here combed my hair. tV'hen she had rnf^de an end of 
combing it, she plaited my tresses, and ray beauty and 
gratae pleased her ; so she be,iit down to me and kissed 
my cheek. At that moment, he casue in, unawares, and 
seeing her kiss niy cheek, turned away in anger, vowing 
eternal reparation and repeating the following verses : 

If any share with me irj her I love, inconnueiit, FH casit her off from me 
and \}e lo live al^r.e content 

A mistress, sate, n nathing worth* if, in the ’•ray of love, Site wish let 
a^ght bat that to which the lover aoth coive^U. 

And from that time to this, O Ibn Mensour,” con- 
tinned she, “he hath neither written to me nor answered 
my letters.” “And what thiakest thou to do?” asked 1 
Quoth she, “ 1 have a mind to send him a letter by thee, 
If thou bring me back an answer., thou shall have of me 
ive hundred dinars; and if not, then a hundred for thy 
pains?’ “ Do w^hat seemeth good to tliee,” answered L So 
she called for iiskhorn and paper and wrote the follvwtng 
verses : 

■Alwicc ,Uiii «»tr*ngement and despite, b-rlwv^fj, of my %m\f Whltls«r 
bav« kindUncss. and bve between us taken ? 

What makes thee with aversHm turn from u'le? Indeed, thy lice Is not 
the face I usee; to know, when we our troth did |digh,!. 

Belike, the slanderers have made a fabe rep^srt of me, And thou in* 
clin'dst to them, and they redoubled in des]>ite. 
if thou feelkvedlst tlieir report, far, far it should have Iseeu From thee, 
that art too whole of wit at saeh a bait to bite I 
Vea, I conjure thee by thy life, tell me what tkou hast heard : For lo i 
thou knowest what was said and w-ili not do unriglit. 

U aught IVe said ilmt angered thee, a spet*ch of change atlmita * Ay, 
and interpreting, I ttuw, may change its meaning quite, 

VOL. IV. 
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f i*n T< AH* <lown for ♦‘ven the Pentiteiicb Iliti 

t ai 0 »4n * •*' r c li u' c>J f ii ad fh* oti er \\i hi * 

V , i ^ lit ?n 1 I irf t-Mt ft t plk ttct PTii u t.ohil Jobepnt/ 
’ ) aw id^vt a i nhi^si^'U 

lori^ i 'j t aaltuc , m an id day Oi »Undmg 

a i a i*l u 1 e when (jod to tud ,mud ad shail cite. 

Then she sealed the letter and 8;ave it to me* I took 

a den’ ii it tf the ho >e oi | iKnr hen Umeir, when 
1 foui.d ihsviit huntiiij. ho I » t down, to ^vait (or iim. 
0nd pre^'ently be returned; and wnen I saw him 
ndii up rav wit was u ni ninded b\ hn be<mtv and grace 
\v soon IS be saw me sitting at the dour, he dismounted 
Old coming up to me, saluted and embraced me; and 
meseemed I embraced the world and all that therein i** 
Thtn he carried me into his bouse and seating me on hi. 
own ronch called for food So they brought a table oi 
khelenj* wood of Khoiassan, with feet of gold, whereon 
were all manner of meats, fried and roasted and the like. 
So I seated myself at the table and examining it, found 
ifCXIX. the following verses engraved upon it: 

Weep foi the cranes that erst withm the porringers did lie And lor the 
stewi and p.irtndj^es evanished heave a sigh I 
Mourn r< r the younglings oi the grouse $ lament unceasingly, As, for 
the omelc tes and the fowls biowned m the pan, do I. 

How my heart yeameth for the fish that, m its different kinds, Upon a 
paste oi wheaten flour, lay hidden in the pie 1 
Praised be God for ti*e roast meat, as in the di&h it lay, With pot-herbs, 
soaked m vinegar, m porringers hard by, 

And eke thence uith buifafoes* inilkdiessedandmade savoury, Wherein 
the hands were plunged and arms were buried bi act let high I 
O soul, 1 rede thee patn nt be, for God is bountiful : What though thy 
fortunes straitened be, His succour’s ever nigh. 

* The Muslims accuse the Jews of having corrupted the Pentateuch 
and others of their sacred tioofcs, even as the Chnstians the Gospels 
(see Vol, IL page 149, notch by expungmg or altering the passages 
foretelling the coming oi Mohammed, 

* See Vol, L p 135, note % 
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Then Jii! efr» ** Put ths Inmi o o^ir f ’’ <*?«?#* 

OUT k i!i b\ t ,iUn/ oi uu‘ \ ttuu” “ m Ai i * i d 
I, **I ’sv \\ r)oi ent a nuHill nl^ I li tiM»n r mi m *t ’« ’ 

'*What IS tK> tleaie ?"’ .1 \Mi Iv /H »i> i tu* 

Icttur and gave it t ^ i m ^ biif, 'vOn n hi* e d \U 1 f 
tore it in pints nd tin hu 1 1 it <n M » r i l t < 
‘*0 Ibn M< usom, f wili I'ri-nt 1 1 ^ ♦ i Mu i , 

ssvc b ihat t i wut^i * i 1 tur, tn 1 

an»»\er to nuK< to W*r At tu n i * <t n i » 
be IX dit ito d uf fiiy sa M O fuii M * •' ' 

ndl tM thet tt i ihe * »*d t* tut, tr .Is <* 

ps’Stat \iiUi )uu/ *‘And ^ mm ul an s,u tu uu t ^ akn* L 
‘‘Did she not si) to thee,' rejr iHwd * e ' it thou ba? i * le 
b rk an Amssi r, then: mil h vtM f vk> ti\e nan in . dn it 
am. It nut, a hu dted los th) pauin? * YeV* u I , 

ami he said, Abide i^ith in iiu <i‘i nd eat n 1 dunk 
and nuke laeir^, and Pu u hdi iu\ i\Sk laindad lu u^ * 
So I sat \uth hull and ate and ttu a rid ina ' auny 
and entertaimst hiai iMth com use; uui v.hn a 1 snd to 
hna, “O Hi) mis^r, is tiKic no ma it in uw house?” 

indeed,** aasaeied lie, “we have druriK this Iuim \\ ale 
Without musk/* Taen he t died » ut, sa\ u 4 ** Vlo, SI tjutt 
ed Duir’” Wneieupon a sli\» ^ri aufttad hi 1 lioin her 
cuambcr and came m to us, wdii %i lute ot iadun ni k**, 
wrapped m a silken bag. Sue sat doan an* h\a^ Me 
Jute in her lap, pteluded in uneatukvun \ tmnts tlun, 
rtturning to the aut, sang tne ioilo%iug vuses to a hvi ) 
measuie ; 

Wim 1 Ath not tasted the fweet and the hither ♦ f pi ” t I triw> 
The pk uiue ol her whi>m he U»veslr>mU . re *Ui 4 ' 
&haU know. 

:»& he, »rom cne pathway of love who hath ?van eie \ a I U en a tr «>, 
The am » Ih knuweta not fiotn the rou^a ot like ko%dwA%, vt, n, i i 
he doth go, * 

i cmed no* the vitaues of kve and o f><i» ion to cro,# and gor ‘ay 
T*U lit 0 must taste ot lUsnte and us bit cr, its ^ nl jf ss anu 
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Then I drank a full draught of the cup of its bitters, and humbled wm 
I, And thus to the bondman of Love and its freedman therein was 
brour^'nt low. 

How many a night have I passed with the loved one, carousing with 
him, Whilst I drank from his Ups what was sweeter than nectar and 
colder than snow I 

How ^diort wa;i the life of the nights of our pleasance I It seemed to us 
still, No sooner was night fallen down than the daybreak to east- 
ward did glow. 0) 

But Fortune had vowed she would sever our union and sunder our loves f 
And now, in good sooth, she her vow hath accomplished. Fate 
ordered it so ; 

Fate ordered it thus, and against its ordaining, appeal there is none ; 
For who shall gainsay a supreme one’s commandments or cause 
him forego? 

Hardly had she made aa end of these verses, when 
Jubeir gave a great cry and fell down in a swoon j where- 
upon, “ May God not punish thee, 0 old man I ” exclaimed 
tlie damsel ‘^This long time have we drunk without 
music, for fear the like of this should befall our master. 
But go now to yon chamber and sleep there.” So I went 
to the chamber in question and slept till the morning, 
when a page brought me a purse of five hundred dinars 
and said to me, **This is what my master promised thee 5 
but return thou not to her who sent thee and let it be as if 
neither thou nor we had heard of this affair.” I hear and 
obey ” answered I and taking the purse, went my way. 

However, I said in myself, ** The lady will have expected 
me since yesterday ; and by Allah, I must needs return to 
her and tell her what passed between me and him; or she 
will curse me and all who come from my country.” So I 
went to her and found her standing behind the door ; and 
when she sm me, she said, O Ibn Mensour, thou hast 
gotten me nought’' *‘Who told thee of this?” asked 
If and she answered, /‘O Ibn Mensour, yet another thing 
hath been revealed to me; and it is that, when thou 
gavest him the letter, he tore it in pieces and throwing it 
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on the floor, said to thee, ‘O I bn Metisour, ask me any* 
thing but what relates to the writer of this letter ; for I 
have no reply to make to her.* Tlien didst thou rise frora 
beside him in anger ; but he laid hold of thy skirts, saying; 

^ Abide with me today, for thou art my guest, and eat and 
drink and make merry; and thou shait have five hundred 
dinars/ So tbou didit sit with him, eating and drinking 
and making merry, and entenainedst him with converse; 
and a slave-girl sang such an air and such verses, where* 
upon he fell down in a swoon.” Quoth I, ** Wasi thou then 
wiih us?” Ibn Meusour/’ replied she, ‘^hast ir^o'U iiol; 
heard the saying of the poet ; 

Thr heart of the lover liath eyes, well 1 wot, Tliat what the eye* of 
beholders see not. 

But,” added she, **day and night alternate not upon Xf0|l 
aught, but they change it” Then she raked her eyes to ittXXXl 
heaven and said, “O my God and my Master and my 
Lord, like as Thou hast afflicted me with love of juheir 
hen Umeir, even so do Thou afflict him with love of me 
and temsfer the passion from my heart to his 1 ” Then she 
gave me a hundred dinars for my pains and I took it and 
returned to the palace, where I found the Sultan come 
back from hunting; so I took my pension of him anti 
made my way back to Baghdad. 

Ne3ct year, I repaired to Bassom, as usual, to seek my 
pension, and the Sultan paid it to me ; but, as I was about 
to return to Baghdad, I bethought me of the lady Budour 
and said to myself, ** By Allah, I must needs go and see 
what hath befallen between her and her lover! ” So I went 
to her house and finding the porch swept and sprinkled 
and slaves and servants and pages standing before the 
door, said to myself, **Most like grief hath broker* the 
lad/s heart and she is dead, and soine Amir or other 
hath taken up hk abode in her house.” So I went m lc« 
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Jabeir*s house, where I found the benches of the porch 
orokea down and no pages at Utc door, as of wont, and 
suid to m\self Belike he too is dead.’* Tnen 1 took up my 
Slat JOB before the door of hib house ami with my eyes lun- 
nui^ over with tears, bemoaned it in the following verses : 

Lar<ls tha^ arc g me, but whom my ^leait Jotn evermore euaue, Retu*ii; 

io jhall my fa tal day^ return to me n il»\ jou. 

I fttaiid »>efore yuui sometiim tcud, bewa lin j >our abodes, With quivei* 
tag Ms, bom wmch the team rim iioiiu, liLe ••ummoi dew. 

eejun^, I question of the hou e and rum “Wncre ^ he Who was die 
source o bene its and h >unti -s ever new ? 

[They ani^vclj ‘*Go thy way-, for those thou Wst fiom tne abode 
Departed are and neath the du^t aie bailed ; so ad»eu I 
May God n t stmt us of the ^ighi [in dicams] uf all heir chaims Nor be 
their noble memories aye absent trom men's vie \ 1 

As I was thus bewailing the folk of the house, there 
came a black slave theieout and said to me, “ Hold thy 
peace, 0 old man! May thy mother be bereft of thee! 
What ails thee to bemoan the house thus?” Quoth I, ** I 
knew it of yore, when it belonged to a good friend of 
mined* “ What was his name ? ** asked the slave. And I 
answered, “Jubeir ben Umeir the Sheibaui.” And what 
hath befallen him?** rejoined he. “Praised be God, he is 
yet m the enjoyment of wealth and rank and prosperity, 
except that God hath stricken him with love of a damsel 
called the lady Budour ^ and he is oveicorae with love of 
her, that, for the violence of his passion and torment, he 
is Ike a great rock overthrown. If he hunger, he saith 
not, * Feed me ; * nor, if he thirst, doth he say, * Give me 
to drink/” Quoth I, “Ask leave for me to go in to him/’ 
“ O my lord,” said the slave, “ wilt thou go in to him who 
understands or to him who undeistands not?** “I must 
needs see him, whatever be his case,” answered I. 

So he went in and presently returned with permission 
for me to enter, whereupon I went in to Jubeir and found 
him like a rock overthrown, understanding neither sign 
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no* speerh. J to him, hut he !ii‘*HmN! me not, I 
one of Irs sen •‘MuI to me, > nn if tluni w 

aught of ^jrst\iep 0 il *in ! ron* lHy voice, iitd he v^-iF 
!>e arou-c<i bv this «*ind s[jevik mill thcc/^ So I rcnt*'d 1h: 
toil mdng VLi-tfe . 

hf ^l ‘ ^ ‘t»f» »'*! .et ^leif e ^ ^ '•i i ’ 

i t ; > f * «n j} (*' ♦ f I » ' I'r -f* * 

Ift r e r ’ *■ n * f . , i i* ii ‘ h i , 

*I . 1, iht t t I * »} i e»i na » 1 a *“ 

When h<i benr I thh, he n < ntnl his eves m I said, W 
ecmie, O I* ’ ua? ’ \h » ^ , the j<st i htj ome eauics^ 

*‘0 m} lotd/’ saiti I, th le anght thou noal Ist have lu 
do for thee?’* ** Yes,” an eured he; ‘‘I woihl lam irte 
her a letter and send it to her by thee. If tho i ^ me 
back an answer, thna i.!iak ue ot me a thun n 1 dri ^rs , 
and if not, two luindi d for tio ** I>o wh it seemeth * 

good to thee,” said I Ho he caled to ont <1 hb **^ ^' *'* c(QXX(f 
girls for inKliom aiid paper ani wiote the full juir. veises . 

Bv A lah, O my I lovf •'ii\ m me, I 1 ! Ft*r .»U tiiy wit V 
04 1 '^ nv U W1 k ** ivvw 

¥ca, love f r tiice n *ong » » Inv * iinA*er*»a "MXtl chd \ 

nf<ss and ueq ’eathed tne vhi Ci »n ut i d •**!» jv 
Aforetime, Omv h f^y li^e I *>et wiad ntore An \ deemed it b^jlit and 
easy m bear, until •o-«*4V j 

Bttl It w t itt Lt»\e ftahi 1 wn me the i»4low»of sea, Th t I ext ms, 

’€ cutm », ’vh i langn ^ tiea i t. 'y. 

?ou ’ fc thy ^ic ngnn" me; ♦«, jf turn wdt me *ky. At leaat, 
then, for ihy viUstn tuiget *u. j i uut n> j wy. 

llien he sealed the letter and gave U to me. I hi k u 
md repairing to liuilouFs i^oa^'C, raisid the curtuii ni the 
door, httie by ultlu, as of worn, aim 1 n koig m, saw h n 
dtniselb, high-bosomed uiaui^, like muons, and tae Ltiy 
Bmlour sitting m their nudst as she were lae full lunun 
iuioiig suxs or the «im, when it is dear of clouds; mt 
' i,e. a f ill r. 
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» there on her any trace of poin or care. A® i looked 
..lid niarvelltd at her case, she turned and seeing me stand- 
’.•)4 .It tiie gate, s.aicl to me, “ Welcome aud fair welcome to 
I'li-e, O Ibn Menso'ir ! Come in.” So I entered and saluting 
her, gave her the letter. She read it and laughing, said to 
me, *' O Ibn Ml. nsour, the poet hed not when he said ; 

The love of thee I will enouie with patient constancy. Till such time 
as a mcbsenger «-hall come to me from thee, 

0 Ibn Mensour,” added she, will write thee an 
answer that he may give thee what he promised thee.” 

(yod requite thee with good!” answered 1. So 
she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the follow 
mg verses ; 

How comes it m\ v»nvs i lulfilled and thou, thou wast felse to thy plight i 
Thou sftwst me do justice and truth, and yet thou thyseli didst 
iiniqht. 

I ’as thou that begannest on me with rupture and rigour, I trow ; Twas 
thou that play’dst foul, and with thee began the untruth and the 
slight 

\ ea, still I was true to my troth and che ished but thee among men And 
cciseii not thine honour to guard ind keep it unsullied and bright, 
Till tidings of fashions full foul I heard, as reported of thee, And saw 
with mine eyes what thou didst, to harm me and work me despite. 
Shall I then annsv* my es ate, that thine may exalted become ? By God, 
hadst thou generous been, the like should thy conduct requite I 
i?j> now unto solace 1*11 turn my heart, with forgetting, from iee And 
washing my hands of thy thought, blot despair for thee out of my 
spright. 

**By Allah, O my lady,” said I, “there needs but the 
reading of this letter, to kill him ! ” So I tore it in pieces 
and said to her, “Write him other than this.” “I hear 
and obey,” answered she and wrote the following : 

Indeed, I am consoled and sleep is pleasant to mine eyes ; For I have 
heard what came of prate of slanderers and spies. 

My heart my summons hath obeyed, thee to forget ; and eke My lids to 
mnt from wake for thee have seen it good and wise. 
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fie s>) th-t nc u S f i hi, inr ^ ^ 1 • 5 fi #« 

none OL t usetf. m wm^ iii < t* i s 
I ve $^iown to iwfp ^way ^rom ’ h > b i '» i ? m f»^ • And 

look upon It »4 1 tHiu'j nt r !i d» n ^ ^ ^ d i (’*, 

^^ehold, I bavef y ♦tfn vtjM ii * i t «,e» L t 'bt * v 
•» V h< V *U <*i,c di 1 1 u is i’^ i ruo,, u 

* " \ A I’b, O mv b<’ s’*l !, '"o ^ r», t|f 

’ so il wid /t" pit ^ H *” ‘ H ^ 

quoth s le, ])t ion a < me to u* d p v 
h’ra as t\ i “litd I ul i n't 

P ‘d I, bur the '■’* tb bf' ' «*y ^ 1 1<* 

rdture of the not Wout ^ e td •» , t i) * 
tMth tens and she wrote hn a ^ d % < * m <Lr ^ 

the Faithful, there i^» uaun m f 5 < ) rt < ♦t i .a. i U 

wiite the hke of it ; and t \ urn were foe e vsr j • 

IIow Ion, all this d^' pUe if p*- nue and ll w u * ^ M v oinn r * j l< 

on m tiiou »nn* h ist U ^ I 

Mayhap, I di am > a d k ( « 1 md j $0 tt i Me wlul t* nu I ta d tot 
me, ♦hit did out lov u ^ 

E'le » as I wt'" me 't p o m ne eye* an 1 Ld , ft ; 'a*»ukl 1 vo Uon^e 

tii’C, htlfise *, t ♦ rai » 

Fte qn it p P b\e 1 r t* es 0 1 *^nd t ure ; fti , u t *0 1 er 

me diuuk, lepioat. ti a^e not »<<r i.h* uN 

Then she scaled it and stive it to me; and I sini, <‘( 
mv lady, this thy kiter will hetl the su k an 1 t oe 
Ihiibting soul” Then 1 took it and was* / u wht.n 

she called me back and saui t»> me, “I'd I uou ? u i will 
be his guest this ni^ht” At tins I rejoictd je m ijad 
earned the letter to jubeir, whom I lup-d witn hi es 
fixed on the door, tnpucung the reply. I gave 1 1111 ine 
letter and he opencil and read it, tnen gave a great » i> 
and fell down in a swuon. When he came to hiniseil, lie 
said to me, “0 Ibn M iiwnir, did she inked wute this 
letter with her hand and touch it with hei **<) 

my lord” answeiedi, “do folk wnu* with their feet?” 
And D> Allan, U C'ommander of tlie haittitui, I lud nj'f 
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dcm speaking, when we heard the chink of her anklets in 
the vestibule and she entered. 

Wuen he saw her, he sprang to his feet, as though there 
ailed him nought, and embraced her as the letter Lam 
embraces Alif,^ and the malady, that would not depart, 
ceased from him. Then he sat down, but she abode 
standing and 1 said to her, "0 my^lady, why dost thou 
not sit ? ” Quoth she, “ I will not sit, O Ibn Mensour, save 
on a condition that is between us.^* And what is that?” 
asked I. “ None may know lovers’ secrets,” answered she 
and putting her mouth to Jubeir’s ear, whispered to him ; 
whereupon, I hear and obey,” replied he and rising, said 
somewhat privily to one of his slaves, who went out and 
returned, in a little, with a Cadi and two witnesses. Then 
Jubeir rose and taking a bag containing a hundred thou- 
sand dinars, said, " O Cadi, many me to this young lady 
and write this sum to her dowry, ’ Quoth the Cadi to hen 
“Say, *I consent to this,’” “I consent to this,” said she, 
whereupon he drew up the contract of marriage, and she 
opened the bag and taking out a handful of gold, gave 
it to the Cadi and the wimesses and handed the rest to 
Jubeir. 

Then the Cadi and the witnesses withdrew, and I sat 
with them, in mirth and delight, till the most part of the 
night was past, when I said in myself, “These are lovers 
and have been this long while separated. I will go now 
and sleep in some place afar £:om them and leave them to 
be private, one with the other,” So I rose, but she laid 
hold of my skirts, saying, “What thinkest thou to do?” 
“So and so,” answered X» But she rejoined, “Sit still, 

^ IThe force of tMs compunsoit win best appear from the actual figtira. 
Uoa of the Arabic double-letter Lam-Alif, {Ai^Uci LA,) which is made 
up of the two letters, 1, (imtial form of Lam) and i (dual of Alif,) and 
w written thus, 



when we would be rid oi fht'o, we w'i th'* * AW'^f 

So I sit with tnem till neai dii>hrei\k^ w'nou siie soti to 
nie/‘0 Ilm Mensour, t^o to yonder dsods*! ; For we have 
furnished ir tor thee, and it is ilu sle^\nn^ «Sn I 

went thither and dept till itiorne^, \wvn a hfr’^ ht 
me bitsin and ewer, ami I made the tbluiion and pair'd 
the morninj rayer.^ Then I sal down .iud ]wse}el)» 

Jtibeir at^di ids niistress <anw out <tf ti‘e hat i in the 
will, Jn^ their lorks. 

I wished them good morning and gaie them juy nf eir 
sarel) and reunion, saving to Julwat, ‘‘'Hui h an ^ 
with constraint hath endvi! in contentment'’ ‘ d’hmi snst 
well,” replied he; ”an)i indeed thou d»;«ervest 
Ajid he called Ms treasurer and na<lc him tetdi th ec 
diousand dinars. So he brought a puise cuniamm , that 
sum, and Jubier gave it to me, saying, “ Favom ns ly 
accepting this.” “I will not take it,” answeretl I, ^‘tdi 
thuu tell me the manner of the tninsfer of love from her 
to thee, after so great an avtTdon.” “ 1 ht»ar and obey,** 
said he ‘‘Know that we have a fesliv rl, called the iVsth 
val of the New Year, when all the people use to take boat 
and go a-pieasuring on the ri\er. So I went out, with lav 
comrades, and saw a boat, wherein were half *i score 
damsels like moons, and amongst them, the lady Hudnur, 
with her lute in her hand. She premded lu eleven modes, 
then returning to the drst, sang the fohowing verses ; 

Fire is not so fierce and so hot as th*’ fitei m ^uy heart that glow, Ajid 
graunte itself is less hard thin the heart mv Jur J, I trow 
Indeed, when I think on hts make and lii» hi»\m i, I marvel ta see A 
hesurt that Is harder than nick m a body t.iat’s so''ter thaw snow. 

Quoth 1 to her, * Repeat the verses and the air.’ Bat X tallt 
she would not; so I bade the boatmen pell her with iUUXU 
oranges, and they pelted her till we feared her boat wouhl 
sink. Then she went her way, and this is how the love 
was transferred from her breast to mine/ So I gave 



10V of their union taking the pu'-se with ics 
its, rotunieti *o Bai^hdad* 

W itn th<* Kinlif hcird Ibn Monsour*s story, his heart 
was Iv'Ue^jOfi and the lesjessness and oppression from 
will . 1 htw suifued ioisook him. 


Till, :iAN 01 Y..MlCN and im six SLAVIj,- 
GIRLa 

The Kbalif El Mamoim was sitting ot e in hi? 
palace, suuounded by his grandees and officers of state, 
and there were present also before him all his poets and 
minions, amongst the rest one named Mohammed of 
Bassora. Presently, the Khalif turned to the latter and 
said to him, *0 Mohammed, I wish thee to tell me some- 
thing tnat I have never before heard/ ‘O Commander 
of the Faithful,* answered Mohammed, * shall I tell thee 
a thing I have heard with my ears or a thing that I have 
seen with my eyes?’ ‘Tell me whichever is the rarer,’ 
said Ei Mamoun. 

* Know, then, O Commander of the Faithful,’ began 
Molummed, ^thafc there lived once a wealthy man, who 
WAS a native of Yemen ; but he left his native land and 
came to this city of Baghdad, whose sojourn so pleased 
ium that he transported hither his family and possessions. 
Now he had six slave-girls, the first fair, the second dark, 
the third fat, the fourth thin, the fifth yellow and the 
sixth black, all fair of face and perfectly accomplished and 
skilled in the arts of singing and playing upon instruments 
of music. One day he sent for them all and called for 
meat and drink ; and they ate and drank and made merry. 
Then he filled the cup and taking it in his hand, said to 
the blonde, **0 new-moon-face, let us hear somewhat 
pleasing.** So she took the lute and tuning it, made 
music thereon with such melodious trills and modulations 



that the pl<>ce to the rh\ll»m, nfter MhiVh 

pla}ed a lively measure and san^ ine loH uin in 

i Inve a friend, who-f fcim is min m mine ty , Ami 
my breast, hi n laie i otH i •'’•u lie. 
vV hen's X taP Knn hi«l. { mtnd* I jm all heart, A vi m 1 mi nn h tn I 
g ^ it tl ev^ m ' -d «nn I* 

* i t V I \< of’i ii,** mv c^i, H anil, U whth t 

n >t to be, ! ow ’ a^Fn ht ? ’ le * 

“ Go forth ium me,’ ,’i *h I, a t \^^ me, ce mr mu*c* he ’ u 
tiat <ath aaii h ab 1 1 t’» gnev « to aby. * 

At this their master wa mo\e»! to mirth and diiiKiT ^ 
off his cup, gave the tU lu da k, hu ahrh be s*ta 
to the biunetie, U;rt of tiie bi.uui* and aeb’ljt d 
souls, let us hear tiiy hneh voue, when ‘itl* Jl tlai 
hearken are ravished’* So sne took the lute and trilled 
'pon it, till the plac(‘ was mrnt i to mirth; then, takin •: 
^ i hca»ts with her gncetul btmlin^gs, she sang the fol 
lowing veues : 

As thj face livcth, none bu * c** 111 bnif* nor Uiijosh ^Vr, TiU leath, 
nor fser t » io/c will I be e, I we 

0 Ml mo m, sLuiu i«.d, as it were a \eJ, witii lovelmc‘<% Adltive y one « 

on earth that he r^tnea h tli> biiii ers taie. 

Thou, that m plea'auti.ess aa<i grace es tile tall theUir, M*y G hI, the 
ILord of htaven and <a < < , Oe wt a tOve eve y % leie 1 

The man was pica&ed and drank off his cup ; aftci 
which he filled again and taking the goblet in his hand, 
beckoned to the plump girl and bade ber sing and pky. 
bo she took the iute and stiikiiig -a. j.Tief-<hspelling mea- 
sure, sang as follows : 

1 but thy consent be assured, O thon who art all mv desire, Be all the 

folk au;ercd ^gaiu-^t me ; I set n »t a wh*t u\ th»» r itc. 

And if thott but show me thy free, thy bn iunt on i h au’it il tace, I 
reck not if all of the kings of th*- * ajth futm my viaou leaie* 

Fby favour, O thou unto wh >m all Iw^iufv nt i l ntv K bf xet irc i, 01 
th? g Kids and the sweets of th«i Sioil * nail la it I * < kau t u ium 

‘ i,e, O thou, whose glance is a*» the 1 dd th“ g e*noer> 
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The man was charmed and emptying his cup, gave the 
girls to drink. Then he beckoned to the slender girl and 
said to her, “ 0 houri of Paradise, feed thou our ears with 
sweet sounds." So she took the lute and tuning it, pre- 
luded and sang the following verses : 

Is it not martyrdom that I for thine estrangement dree, Seeing, indeed, 

I cannot live, if thou depart from me ? ♦ 

Is there no judge, in Love its law, to judge betwixt us twain. To do mt 
justice on thy head and take my wreak of thee ? 

Their lord rejoiced and emptying the cup, gave the girls 
to drink. Then he signed to the yellow girl and said to 
her, *’ O sun of the day, let us hear some pleasant verses.^' 
So she took the lute and preluding after the goodliest 
fashion, sang as follows : 

I have a lover, whenas I draw him nigh. He bares upon me a iwond 
from either eye. 

May God avenge me some whit of him I For lo, He doth oppress m«^ 
whose heart in ’5 hand doth lie. 

Oft though, “ Renounce him, my heart,** I say, yet it Will to none other 
than him itself apply. 

He*s ail I ask for, of all created things ; Yet jealous Fortune doth him 
to me deny. 

The man rejoiced and drank and gave the girls to drink ; 
then he filled the cup and taking it in his hand, signed to 
the black girl, saying, “O apple of the eye, let us have 
a taste of thy fashion, though it be but two words.” So 
she took the lute and preluded in various modes, then 
returned to the €rst and sang the following verses to a 
lively air : 

0 eyes, be latgewith tears and pour them forth amain, For, lo, for very 
love my senses fail and wane. 

All manner of desire I suffer for his sake I cherish, and my foes make 
merry at my- pain. 

My enviers me forbid the rose* of acheek ; And yet I have a heart that 
' 'is'to loeesfauu' ^ 
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Ay, oiic^ the cups went rmind with joyar^c* tad ddsght Ami ta tht 
smitten laies* the f:,mb]ets did we dram, 

What time my love k€s>t trcith and I was mad for himi And sn ftlllj'i 
heaven, the .star of happsisess did rcius's. 

But io, he turned away from me, sans fault of mme I l» there a biiiere*^ 
thing tiian distance and disdain ? 

t'cion his ctieeks thtn-e ls1r»<»m a ]>airof roses red, Blowir ready lo be 
plucked ; ah God, tfvoAe rose.^ nv.iin f 
Were’t lawiul to pro:strait oneself to any eke Than G«xi, IVt -uire 
trale myself unto the swain. 

Then rose the six girls and kissing the ground before 
their lord, said to him, “Judge thou between us, i) our 
lord!*' He looked at their beauty and grace and the 
difference of their colours and praised Ctod the Most Higfi 
and gloriiied Him: then said he, “There is none of you 
but has read the Koran and learnt to sing and is versed 
in the chronicles of the ancients and the doings of past 
peoples; so it is my desire that each of you rise and 
pointing to her opposite, praise herself and dis|,>rais€ her 
rival; that is to say, let the blonde point to the black, 
the plump to the slender and the yellow to the brunette ; 
and iffter, the latter shall, each in turn, do the like with 
the former; and be this illustrated with citations from the 
Holy Koran and somewhat of anecdotes and verse, so as 
to show forth your culture and elegance of discourse/' 
Quoth they “We hear and obey,” 

So the blonde rose first and pointing at the black, said 
to her, “ Out on thee, blackamoor I It is told that white- 
ness saith, am the shining light, I am the rising full 
moon/ My colour is patent and my forehead is resplendent, 
and of my beauty quoth the poet : 

A blomie with smooth md polished cheeks, right dellcftte and fair. As il 
a in beauty hsd, as in a shell, she were. 

Her shape a splendid Alif^ is, her smile a medial Mim* And over it km 
eyebrows make inverted Nouns,* a pah. 

, * Thus figured in Arabic b * Thns * TIitt.'=. O 
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Vo pel ^ !C*« r % 1 and 1 st brov 

tho’' % uh il s I HI ^ J Wit 1 ’etth i id u h dts lair. 

I to htr %} tel and shipt tiio j v^s* 1 er che k are ro es red, 
a>, Rd f Jai tme iid mjitie-. rich and r le. 

’'luu t ’ w uf, to be imj 1 itei m tht aeidi Bat, m the 

ui^ f *hy bape, bow mtnj mt d» are tiicie 1 

My colour i like the wholesome ar»d the newly - 
l^itheiecl O’* ngeblo‘=sora and the spSik ng and m- 
cietd quoth God the ^lobt High, in His precnus book, to 
His prophet Moses (on whom be peace), ‘Put thy hand 
into Ui} bosom and it shall come toith whpe without 
hurt’* And again lie saith, ‘As for those whose faces 
are made white, they are m the mercy of God and dwell 
for ever therein * * My colour is a miracle and my grace 
an extreme and my beauty a temi. It is on the like of 
me that clothes show fair and to the like of me that heaits 
incline. Moreover, in whiteness are many excellences; for 
instance, the snow tails white from heaven, and it is tra- 
ditional that white is the most beautiful of colours. The 
Muslims also glory m white turbans ; but I should be 
tedious, were 1 to repeat all that may be said in praise 
of white; little and enough is better than too much. So 
now i will begin with thy dispraise, 0 black, O colour of 
mk and blacksmith’s dust, thou whose face is like the 
crow that brings about lovers’ parting I Verily, the poet 
saith m praise of white and dispraise of black ; 

Stc&t not that for their ixnlky hue white pearls m price excel And charcoal 
for a groat a bad the t Ik do bay and sell? 

And eke white f ire-), ’tis well known, do enter Paradise^ Whilst facei 
black appointed are to fill th« halls of Hell. 

And indeed it is told in ceitain histories, related on the 
authority of devout men, that Noah (on whom be peace) 
was sleeping one day, with his sons Ham and Shem seated 
at his head, when a wind sprang up and lifting his clothes, 
^ A«raH jjivo. ta. * ACoran m. io%. 



97 


« ul hi \ ft !i! ir-dl irm ♦!« 

lot co\^r im, Ivt I 1 t e I tl « u * ini Pi 

setitJy, Non -iM 1 in n; w ja utl m d, H I 

^hun ami cur *. i Himt bo S o < hit ^ i* n a 

«m( from |»>* fl ' f » f I t n H «> 

Iv^ ’ S 1 il Ki , iri M i f u ♦ t d i ^(\ 

i *0’ i * ) ij *^T d o ^ I i, i ^ i i ^ 

w tl t I u K \ I * ^ r f 1 i) i I ) t i 

t f# htL t#M ’ i * i ' i jt ( i i ? i * 

‘ H *• j 1 i >l i*. u j. h i ^ 

th hi t * kr, *'* It )i it \ It 

u *n iXi i' fP \no In to ite n f , \ho 

nd p 1 u ill Pu h » , ii, » >i n . ki m 

i in tiJt K nn f « 3 to ih% jr iLtl iml tp » t 

i tr i iiOUd t iC ‘ o 1 of G d tie %f st H ^h, * di *V* 
» ^ ii\ It 'll if t « i' V ’itHi j, ai i hv 

ila>, t in It i t a 3 n all ir** V> V ** if t i i/i 

MiiL 10 / li re n r j ♦ tie ^ 1 ulM# ' 

wtir it anfi ivt it i < e d t ** Vm* 

i d '’}M cf f t Oiof a an u t t » 

Kumnt t t { n ft i 0 <k i^a i ♦ * orrituu" d 
>o*th and ti i , ea \s\ n*c & i -^fci r ri tl h i \ 
odWits p^s oii\ md tin ^lour \i dt Uh dt iv n s'* 

Were not biictw tn aost usnt s oi i n ^ u 1 i d 

not &et ii m tm k». ncl « I i i t iit iHuI ^ ^ i of tin 

tt}e; and now uvelkiii u t\u o* the 

A» if I die 1 h die du'^ky iiuj 1 , h s > P r i i. o % \ , Tn t »e ti e 

hoe i f the core ot * e ' ar* i t c 5 1 1 ! I 

Andv u nnoriueiturl i ♦he v‘ nm i t 11 n’’ s 
tb” t 1 UT f f * iM m aiid d r m !*» lu lla a si cn I 

Aud thxt of another 

The 1 1 iwr net the ish le, are first « na > i e A-^vl w t tt f *t ekf ^ » 

i wed ^ i liif 

Wm thu t il 41 of %?ai* ask ups h life da >, Wj ait thu whiti Uafe fht a* 
of leoroif* 

^ AfifaH HI i 1, a 
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And of a third : 

BUck women, white of deeds, ate like indeed to eyne That, though jei 
black they be, with peerless splendours shine. 

If I go mad for her, be not amazed ; for black The source of madnco.? is 
when in the femmine.* 

'Tw as my colour were the middle dark of night ; For all no moon it beg 
yet bnngs it light, in finei. 

Moreover, is the compsmying together of lovers good 
but in the night? Let this quality and excellence suffice 
thee. What protects lovers from spies and censors iiKc 
the blackness of the shadows? And nought gives them 
cause to fear discovery like the whiteness of the dawn. 
So, how many claims to honour are there not in blackness 
and how excellent is the saying of the poet : 

I mit them, and the mirk of night doth help me to my will And seconds 
me, but the white of dawn is hostile to me still. 

And that of another: 

How many a night in joy Tve passed with the belovdd one, What while 
the darkness curtained us about with tresses dun ! 

Whenas the light of mom appeared, it stmck me with affiight. And I 
to him, *The Magians he, who worship fire and son.* 

And saith a third : 

He came forth to visit me, shrouding himself in the cloak of the night, 
And hastened his steps, as he wended, for caution and fear and 
afihght. 

Then rose I and laid in his pathway my cheek, as a carpet it were, For 
abjection, and trailed o*er my traces my skirts, to efface them from 
fight. 

Bat lo, the new moon rose and shone, like a naihparing deft from the 
naO, And all but discovered oor loves with the gleam of her meddle- 
some light 

And then there bedded between v» what 111 not discover, f faith : So 
question no more of the matter and deem not of Hi or unxight 

And «t fourth : 

Foregather with thy lover, whilst night your loves may screen ; Foi 
that the sun’s a teUtale^ the moon a go-between. 

* Saiid^ femimne of aswed (black), black bile (melancholia). 



! love ii«>t wane wi*h fat h] tr d wet u ! , njr! I 

all f jr isie ^ i nM th lij mi i 
Letothti i> < \i mou'^% d Mk '*1 m ; in mf, HI rtdr iMt*. 

the h i Qni ou the daf ui ^be iavai^iiie* 

And % hixih : 

Mv loied ont^ ramf to mmhf nfsjlit An 1 w«» <!• I d tj an I irv- 

And lift r h 1 i^jh t’ ial , 1 ,1 ^ >x i ^ ^ Maci, 

1 L** \ I r»i ** if Hi W? u nfe u*. U v xu 
And makf 1 ^bt 2a»t to mr^ wlut al I 41 uiv uwf t it t « 1 1 xce» 

Wer<» I to set foriti all t%e i* ftsr* *4 bl ?( Ines^, 1 s t*14 
be tedous, but little and em i h u bftt^r than u*at 
plenty and too tnut h. As ♦ )T tx e, O hUmae, th> r t lour 
!s that of iepi*^>j.y and th*ne e ubi ice is •ti H ^cation , a id 
it is of report tliat fr:)st ami mtewse cold* tre in Bcil 
for the torment of the wu ui. \jfam, of bKuk things 
IS ink, i^iierewith r i^ntte* the s^oid of (lod, and v^*re 
it nut for bla<k ambergris and black mesK, tocre WiiiiUi 
be no perfumes to cdtry to km > How n\ nj glories are 
there not in blackness ami how well s^iith the |Hiet . 

Do t th M. nut w t tli t uiiski *i.d« <»d, i< a i i if $ %\ i i u m gold, V\ hilst 
for X ilirl em an I no mote ix ioa I oi I me 1 *% >f<i ? 

Bhck tyn cast arrows at men*s hearts ; but ^ te» s of the e’ves, In 
man, is judged of all to be «n>ig u y to IwJiol I '* 

“It sufficeth/^ said her master. “Sit duwii.’^ So she 
sat down and he signed to the fat girl, who rose and 
pointing at the slim girl, uncovt red her arms and Icqs 
and bared her stomach, showing its creases and the 
rotmdness of her navel Then she dunned a shift of tint 
stud, that showed her whole boily, and said ** Praised be 
God who created me, for that He beautified my face and 
made me fat and fair and likened me to bronzes laden 
with fruit and bestowed upon me abi funding beiuty and 
brightness j md praised be He no less, hir that He hath 
^ Tht d»mcUv« colour ol which i» white. 
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given me the precedence and lionoiired me^ when fie 
speaks of me m His holy book! Quoth the Most 
^ And he brooght a fat calf/^ And indeed He hath made 
me like imto zn orchard, full of peaches and pome- 
granates, Yerily, the townsfolk long for fat birds and 
sat of them and love not lean birds ; so do the sons cf 
Adam desire fat meat and eat of How many precious 
attributes are there not in iitBess, and how well saith 
the poet: 

Take leave of thy lovCi^ Hr the caravan, indeed, is on the start. O man, 
canst thou boar to say farewell and thus mim her to part? 

*Tis as her going were, I trow, but to her neighbour*s house, The fault- 
less gait of a feu fair maid, that never tires the heart. 

Sawst thou ever one stop at a butcher's stall, but sought 
fat meat of him? The wise say, ‘Pleasure is in three 
things, eating flesh and riding on flesh and the thrusting 
of flesh into flesh.' As for thee, O thin one, thy legs are 
like sparrow’s legs or pokers, and thou art like a cruciform 
plank or a piece of poor meat ; there is nought in thee to 
gladden the heart | even as saith of thee the poet : 

How 0-4 forfend that aught enforce me take for bedfellow A won. an 
like a foot-rasp, wmpt in palm-fibres and tow ! 

In every limb she has a horn, foat butts me in my sleep, So that at day- 
break, bruised and sore, 1 rise from her and go.” 

**11 fe enough,’* quoth her master. **Sit doTO.** So 
she eat down and he signed to the slender girl, who rose, 
as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-shoot or a plant 
of sweet basil, and said, “Praised be God who created 
me and beautified me and made my embraces the end 
of all desire and likened me to the branch, to which all 
hearts incline. If I rise, I rise lightly; if I sit, I sit 
with grace ; I am nimble-witted at a jest and sweeter- 
louied than cheerfulness [ibself]. Never heard I one de- 
scribe his mistress, saying, ^ My beloved is the bigness 
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0f an elepfiant or like a loojjj wide nioiintain but rtilher, 
' My lidy iiath a slender waist and a slim sh.ipe/ 

A little food con tents me and a little water stays rny 
tbirst ; my sport is nimble and my ha:>it ele.^ant; to I 
am spri^^litlier than llie sparrow and lighter-tooteti tliaa 
tbe starling, '^ily fava.rars are the deaire of the 
and the delight cf the seeker : for I am goodly of siiape, 
sweet of smile and*gracefnl as the willow- wand or trie: 
ba.mboo'-cane cr the basil-plant; nor is there any craj, 
compare with me in grace, even as saith one of me. 

Thy sl;:ape mio the Haplin^j liken I Asd set aiy lio|5e tet wm thee 
to die, 

Di*tr;rap,lu, I follow thee, and sore afraid, Lest aay look on ih.^ with 
evil eye. 

It i$ for the like of me that lovers mn mad and tkut 
the loBging are distracted. If my lo^^er be minded to 
draw me to Mm, I am drawn to him, and if he w^onlcl 
have use incline to him, I inciiae to him and not agaiast 
him. But as for thee, O fat of body, thine e;iting is as that 
of an elephant, and neither much nor little contents thee. 
When thou Mest with a man, he hath no ease of ihee^ 
nor can he Bnd a way to take his pleasure of theei fer 
the bigness of thy belly holds him off from clipping thee 
and the grossness of thy thighs hinders him from coming 
at thy kaze. What comeliness is there in thy grosstmss 
and what pleasantness or courtesy in thy coarse nature? 
Fat meat is fit for nought but slaughter, nor is there 
aught therein that calls for praise. If one jeke with tisce, 
thou art angry | if one sport with thee, thou art sulky ; 
U thou sleep, thou snorest; if thou walk, thou, piuitest ; 
If' thou thou art never jsatished. Thou art heavier 
than mountains and fouler than corruption and sin. Thou 
hast in thee nor movement, nor. blessing not thmkeHt; ol 
aught but to eat and sleep. If, thou make water, thou 
icatlerest; thou void, thou gruntest like a buraien 
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wbe-skin or a surly elephant. If thou go to the draught- 
house, thou needest one to wash thy privy parts and 
pluck out the hairs ; and this is the extreme of laziness 
and the sign of stupidity. In fine, there is no good thing 
in thee, and indeed the poet saith of thee: 

Heavy and swollen with fat, like a blown-out water-skin, With thighs 
like the pillars of stone that buttre'^s a mountain’s head, 

|«o, if she walk in the West, so cumbious her corpulence is, The Castem 
hemisphere hears the sound of her heavy tread.” 

Quoth her roaster, ^*It is enough : sit down.” So she sat 
down and he signed to the yellow girl, who rose to her feet 
and praised God and magnified His name, calling down 
peace and blessing on the best of His creatures after 
Kfgbt which she pointed at the brunette and said to her, “ I am 
CCdPC3Chif« praised in the Koran, and the Compassionate One hath 
described my colour and its excellence over all others in 
His manifest Book, where He saith, ‘A yellow [heifer], 
pure yellow, whose colour rejoices the beholders,’* Where- 
fore my colour is a portent and my grace an extreme and 
my beauty a term j for that my colour is the colour of a 
dinar and of the planets and moons and of apples. My 
fashion is the fashion of the fair, and the colour of saffron 
outvies all other colours ; so my fashion is rare and my 
colour wonderful. I am soft of body, and of great price, 
comprising all attributes of beauty. My colour, in that 
which exists, is precious as virgin gold, and how many 
glorious qualities are there not in me ! Of the like of me 
quoth the poet : 

Yellow she is, as is the sun that shineth in the sky, And like to golden 
dinars, eke, to see, her beauties are. 

Nor with her brightness, anywise, can saffron hold compare, And even 
the very moon herself her charms outvie by far. 

* Mohammed. 

• X^ran u. 64, referring to an expiatory heifer whidh the Jewt were 
eommanded, through Moses, to sacrifice. 
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And now I will licyin in thv O hfown of 

favour* Th> coloui is that ul the bultalo, and all ^ouh 
shudder at thy sight. If thy toloni he in autrht, it is 
blamed; if it he in food, it is [joi\o;u*d , tor ruv colour 
IS that of dies and is a mark of ugl)ni‘ss in doi>». H is, 
among colours, one \\hirh sliikes with amartrmnt .nu! i*t 
of the si^ns of momniu u Never heard i (sf hiouu ’iild 
or Lrni^n penrls or hnuiu If fhou c?Her the ward 

lobe, thy coloiu chtil % »nd whui thou comest out, thou 
addest a new i^huess in thine u^hne^s. Thou art neitlier 
black, that th<»u niayst he known, iu>r wiute. that thou 
majst be desenbed ; and there is no good qualU} in theu , 
even as saith of thee the poet : 

As A complexion unto her, the hue < ♦ .out d( >th rve ; f !cr mirky colour 
h as du^t on couners’ f et apt v*t. 

No sooner fall mi je eves on he*, ‘H ♦ » »h but a moment’s npace, Thau 
troubles and imsjjivHgs strai'ln Ins^t me thuk and last” 

“ Enough/* said her master. <* Sit d< >wn.’* So she sat 
down and he signed to the brauette. Now she was en- 
dowed with grace and beauty ami perfection, 

delicate of body, with coal-black hair, slender shape, rosy, 
oval cheeks, liquid black eyes, fair face, eloquent tongue, 
slim waist and heavy buttocks. So she rose ami said, 
** Praised be God who hath created me neither hlameably 
fat nor lankily slemier, neither white like lepiosy nor 
yellow like colic nor black like coal, but hath made my 
colour to be beloved of men of wit ; for all the poets 
praise brunettes in evciy tongue and exalt their colour 
over all others. Brown of hue, praiseworthy of qualities; 
and God bless him who saith.* 

In the brunettes a meaning is, conldst tend its wnt aright, Thine eyes 
woald never look again on others red or whit>*. 
free-fio wing speech and amoious lo^ks wtmll tetch Harout ^ hu»sdf 
The arts if sorcery and spells ol mngic aial of mi|»ht 

* See note, VuU 111. p. 104 * 
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i.j i *4' fvhcr . 

me brunetteii ; tlie Sjnaa sp^^ars, 4.u».dKt awd ho at*'aigihi, Till 
the feleJi^Lr du^^vv m*u< b, so lilb* and pioiid of 

of eyelid^, w uli a fiovm like siJi* upon her cheek, Withitt k®i 
wa<;tm^; lover's heart sih«3 queen » it still m state. 

^.a i yet smother ; 

*\a, by uiy I fe, *iUch %nitues ia goodly brow niie^^s lie, One <5pol ttierc^ 
whUsiTC-s ‘lie niiu aioons outvn^; 

But *1 e 'ik.e ol whib ness it b< iroviea, then, fu* *Uie, Iw jpe « 

tian nuited unto reproach thereby. 

Not wnih her wine ^ I'm drunken, but with her tresses ® bright Tin# 
n ave all creatures diuid.i^n that awcH beneath tne sky. 
li'ach ♦>! her churns dotft envy the others; yea, and each TobetLc 
down &o silky upon her cheek aoth bigh. 

And again ; 

Why should I not incline me unto the silken down On the cheeks o* ^ 
dusky miiden, like the cone straight and brown, 

Setsng the spot of beauty m waterhUes* cups Is of the poets tabled 
he all beauty’s crown ? 

Vea, and I see all loveis the swarthy-coloured mole, Under the el>eu 
pupil, do honour and renown. 

Why, dien, do censors blame me for loving one who*s all A mole ? May 
Allah rid me of every railing clown I 

^ly form is beautiful and my shape slender; kings desire 
my colour and all love it, rich and poor. I am pleasant, 
nimble, handsome, elegant, soft of body and great of price. 
I am perfect in beauty and breeding and eloquence ; my 
aspect is comely and my tongue fiuent, my habit light and 
my bport graceful. As tor thee, [O yellow girl,] thou art 
like unto a mallow of Bab el Louc, yellow and made ail 
of sulphur. Perdition to thee, O pennyworth of sorrel, 
O rust of copper, O owfs face and food of the damned I 
Thy ucdfellow, for oppression of spirit^ is buried in the 

^ Suiafik. 

* hmaiU^ plural of i<Uif€h (equivalent nfsulafeh), A play up^a the 
doubif uieamug of the wmxl is, ol comae, inteaded 
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there w no smol thiu^, ’ 
the pcci* of the hke of thee : 

F'^lene ^ <m *r l^r 1 ** m n <!>th ^ * *" ^ ♦ »f « * j 

•trj i * * - i i)y Tt ’V ifK?™ 

li tl on i 1 I * ** *'• n > , ji' s • , ^ I V *% t ] 

W'L a J»u5v . hei hifi 1 ^' t<*u4 f * I '* ict 

** E ’ u h/'sai<i Jtrr m ^ ; *‘sf» <hwo, ' Tl«of> he nh "* | 

u\a i Ihl t .u J C i'l nu’ '"'tjV \ ♦ ^ t'* k’ . n^UU 
of 1 moaf anJ haMt^oleu ’’imp nitfj | “ *i<»ii' j a oi 
i .nd ai* 1 ^ea. And rau-s m C > a a Jf lei ot tie 1 t * 
ai my pUre or time have i .seen than tia.c t js 

fair di.iifc,els/ 

W len the KhiW El »ieaTa lijH i»toiy ^ 

Aloln* me*’ of iMS^'ira, he ij. 4 d t' \) M / ^ es^^i 
kn Avtst iheu the a! ^V<e 1 1 these drns*iS and * ^ 

:. a ter, and cimt tkoa mavc ->hhj to huj thua af him fo. 
as?’ H> romitanrlei nf ihy t , tiuswc/ad he, 
have 4 enni that «-heIi n-a»ue «. \vtvj’, i.d u|» ai th^m an* 
c.n’^ot enuurc to be pine { U nu tnem ' 1 ai.e ihree^ i r • 

t oat i ad dkurs», — that Ls, ttn tutni* nil ut ei^h ^al,' • 
rej 'hied the KraUf, ‘and go to n ’ 'nH* rnJ Uiy 
of iuW Sc Mohammed took the innu and bukmt 
himself to the mao ot Wmen, atqr. ted ivni wit^i in 
Khalif,« wish* He consented to sen 'mmi at thir pact, 
to pleasure him, and de^'^atrlied f' m to KI .Mam uu, 
who »&s%ned them an ele|,^aiu 1< j m and lued <0 sa 
with them therein, inarvelhag at tie. beauty and ,ru % 

H') than at their varied colum^i and tiie eaeeiieaee < * 

Uien s] ’*ech. 

After awhile, when their former owner could no lonj ‘r 
endure separation from tlieui, he suit a letter to f 
KluKt, complumng of his ariint love lur them r^u i.w 
taming, amt ugst tlie rest, the todoAm/ 

^ SjJh yeliUAu.'i 


* t 
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Six fair and bright have captivated me | Mf blessing and my 

peace the six fair maidens greet I 

My hfe, indeed, are they, my hearing and my sight, Yea, and my very 
dnnk, my pleasance and my meat. 

No other love can bring me solace for their charms, And slumber, after 
them, no more to me is sweet, 

Alas, my long regret, my weeping for their loss I Would I had ne’er 
been bom, to know this sore defeat I 
For eyes, bedecked and fail with brows like beaded bows, Have smitten 
me to death with arrows keen and fleet. 

When the letter came to El Mamoun’s hands, he clad 
the six (iamsels in rich apparel and giving them threescore 
thousand dinars, sent them back to their master, who re- 
joiced in them with an exceeding joy, — more by token of 
the money they brought him, — and abode with them in all 
delight and pleasance of life, till there came to them the 
Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. 


HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE DAMSEL AND 
ABOU NUWAS. 

The Khalif Haroun er Reshid, being one night exceed- 
ing restless and oppressed with melancholy thought, 
went out and walked about his palace, till he came to a 
chamber, over whose doorway hung a curtain. He raised 
the curtain and saw, at the upper end of the room, a 
bed, on which lay something black, as it were a man 
asleep, with a candle on his right hand and another on 
his left and by his side a flagon of old wine, over against 
which stood the cup. The Khalif wondered at this, say- 
ing, <How came yonder black by this wine-service?* 
Then, drawing near the bed, he found that it was a girl 
asleep there, veiled with her hair, and uncovering her 
flwie, saw that it was like the moon on the night of her 
fulL So he flUed a cup of wine and drank it to the roses 
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of her then bent over her and ki.^cr! a mole rn 

her face, wheieupon hhe awoke and uicd oiu, 

*0 Trusty One of (iod,i what i& to do?’ ‘A gtiest ^ho 
knocks at thy dweiling by ni;hl,’ replied the Khalit, 
‘[hoping] that thou wih him tiU lie 

dawn/ *It is well/ answered sh<;; *I will grate ihe 
with iny heariiv: ai d my biv.ht/ 

So she brought win** and they drank tof.et.'tn , r 
which she took the lute and tuning it, puduJcd in one- 
and twenty modes, then retnining to the first, stmck a 
lively measure and sang the following vetoes; 

The tongue of passion in my hfait be^j»t.iks ihee for my soul, Tt‘’‘hna 2 
love Uiee with a love that nutlnu » i *m control. 

I have an eye, that testihes unto my si>re disease. And eke i h 'irt wit^i 
parting wrong, a>throb for love and dole 
Indeed, I cannot hide the love that hetsmy li^eaway ; I -ongtng me leasrt 
still on me, my tears for ever roll. 

Ah me, before the love ol thee, I knew not a hat love was , But God’s 
decree must have Its cour e on every living soul 

Then said she, * O Commander of the Faithful, 1 am Jj'fgJjt 
a wronged woman/ MIow so?* quoth he, ‘and i^hofccnxil 
hath wronged thee?’ She answered, ‘Thy son bought 
me awhile ago, for ten thousand dirhems, meaning to give 
me to thee; but the daughter of thine uncle* sent him 
the price aforesaid and bade him shut me up from thee 
in this chamber/ Whereupon, ‘ Ask a boon of me/ said 
the Khalif; and she, ‘I ask thee to lie to-morrow night 
with me/ * If it be the will of God/ replied the Khaiif, 
and leaving her, went away. 

Next morning, he re|)aired to his sitting-room and 
called for Abou Nuwas, but found him not and sent hit 
chainberlain to seek for him. The chamberlain found 
him in pawn, in a tavern, for a score of a thousand 
dirhems, that he had spent m a certain boy, and quai- 
^ A title of the Frophet • Kh wite Zubeideb 



ti)i5C«l I'lm So tie toM him nac er Mn ^ 
the hoy and bt v he Had spent a t^ious-^ id * t ^ t ^ 

h Hi > v^hemii on quoth the chin bt I ui, t>\o\ in 1 

ire, ind it Ht be ^oith thi^ tiou ait eMu^eu’ 
a^vhuc,* rejlied ti»c poet, ^and ^Hou o»alt see hm pr$ 
emti) As they were tjKii^, up the ehi 

a a lane 5 * ibr AuiCii. ^as ^a^Otin of u^d ancl 

\j a ..tier of b u v l\ron 4ooii %)^as sa#!t miBj H 

sailed and teptiied Uit folk vaij, ver^ti?. 

Xi*nu'‘^< ft| pt-ff 1 in a gamun* ot vkte Hibe\e ar‘dL^c}eLti m b 
hi i i ^ it 

Qaotli I, ** Dojs 1 u pish and <5:1 aU t me nut ? Thoa^ Gu« LnoH ^ tl > 
^retting v ut bwcct to iry pr g t 

Be Ik kss^d vtho mantka w ti ro c^fU> eneets, Whoae tc&n 1 1 ou* 
kf, w at He wul, of Hib rai^iit 

*^Lea\w pr t*r^ ” he tin^iwead , “foi smely my Iiora Is i^ondroos of 
Tivorkm", Baas ? ^w or dtssight 

Yea, tr uj m\ garnc cat r \ i as my Uce And my fortune, each whi e 
upon ^bite upon wba«,/ 

When the boy heard this, he put off the white tunic 
and appealed in the red one, whereupon A])ou Nuwd.s 
redoubled m txpies>i»ions ol admuration and repeated the 
Mowing verses : 

Appeared m a garment, die colom ol flame, A focman of mine, The 
be! v^d,” b) naue, 

*• 1 hou’it a full me u ** I sa d in my wonder, “ and com’st fn a garment 
that pu ttth the rases to shai if* 

Hath iht red of thy cl k dad tli t vest upon thee Or m heart's blood 
tf oveis ha^t imUured the siuit ?" 

Quo h he, ** *Twa the sun htdy gave me the wede ; From the fubiamd 
hue of his setting it came* 

So xny i^arment amt ^ine and the colotif ao dear Oi my cheek ai« at 
Borne upon Bame upon dame.*’ 

Then the boy doffed tiie red tunic and abode in the 
Wick; whereuion Abou Nuw^as redoubled in attention to 
him and repeated the followuig verses : 
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was profuse in expressions ot admiration and recited tht 
iollowmg verses : 

SJty to the lovely maid, the veil of azure dight, “ By Allah, O myhfe, 
have pity on my plight I 

For the fair entieals her lover cruelly, S»gli8 of all longing rend 
hi& bosom day and night. 

So, by thy cnarms and by the whiteness of thjf cheek, Have ruth upon a 
h«-aU for love consumed outnght 

Incline to >um and be his stay ’gainst st ess ot love, Nor let what fools 
may say hnd favour in thy sight " 

Then the damsel set wine before the Khalif and taking 
the lute, played a lively measure and sang the following 
verses ; 

Wilt tliou be just in thy love to others and deal with me Unjustly and 
put me away, while others have joy in thee? 

Were thtie for lovers a judge, to whom I might complain Of thee, he 
would do me justice and judge with equi y. 

If thou forbid me to pass th> door, yet from afar To greet thee and to 
bless, at least, I shall be free. 

The Khalif bade her ply Abou Nuwas with wine, till he 
lost his wits j when he gave him a full cup, and he drank 
a draught of it and held the cup in his h^d. £r Reshid 
bade the girl take the cup from him and conceal it; so 
she took it and hid it between her thighs. Then he drew 
his sword and standing at the poet’s head, pricked him 
with the point ; whereupon he awoke and saw the Khalif 
standing over him, with a drawn sword. At this sight the 
fumes of the wine hed from his head and the Khalif said 
to him, * Hake me some verses and tell me therein what is 
come of thy cup; or I will cut off thy head*' So he m- 
provised the following verses; 

My tale, iudeed, is hard to tell : The tidef was tumt but yon gaselle. 
She stole my cup of wine, whereof My Ups had drunlom but one spell, 
And hid it in a place, for which My heart’s desire’s unspeakable. 

I name it not, for awe of him, In whom the right thereof doth dweU* 
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*Con*<**nfid ihf^rV <4tioth the Khilif Irn^wit 

thou tlut? But uUit hmi sa^st* Then he 

ordered hint i dn* -h hououi aud a thovisand An ! 

lie went away, ro^-ttaig* 

rHE hHN ^TALK 'IHF OF GOLD 

IN f I \v \rK. 

P^ere was on<e a nun, • wa*? u\erbome with (iebt, 
and in'* w s u» ni hiai, >o that ne 

* 1 p an< f 11 »H m! ftoui hirlh m t!inu^‘i>h fie 
%aidcrt,tl on at riidom till he eatiie to a hi^^h uaiie s 
and s’ilenddlv built and ciUtrei it in a <d 
iwiTrotchedues^ and despttr, gitiweu with hu'^'^cr and won) 
with the toil of hu j m’w A% hi pisv^l one 

of the streets, he saw a comp my of notibles \ aUm^ ^ 

So he iohi aed them, till thev enured a hotue like to a 
ro} il pal w e. He entered is it . tm m» ami thc> «tiyed m t 
till they came in presence oJ a man oi the mo a dig Utetl 
and maje’ tic a pect, seated at the ni \ 1 1 end of a saloou 
and surrounded by paj s and servms, as he were of the 
sons of the Viziers Uhen he saw the visitors, he roseJiffCliW 
and received them with honour, but tiie poor man W’us ftcxli 
confounded at the goodlmess ot the pWe and the crowd 
of servants and attendants ami diawmg bark, m tear 
and perple^uty, sat down apart in a plate alar oil, wuere 
none should see him* 

After awhile, in came a man with four hunting do^^s, 
cUd in various hinds of silk ami bruc'afie and having on 
their necks collars of gold with chains of silver, and tied 
up each dog lu a place set apart for hmi; after whuh 
he went out and presently returned with four dishes uf 
gold, full of rich meats, one of whtc h he set before each 
dog. Then he went away and left them, whilst the poor 
man began to eye the lood, for stress of hunger, and 



wr If! ['’m Nvf V) to « p cf eaten 

vnJi hi » hut feir oi J n Ni ^ i i nt 

ot thfr» f^i h4(a a? h ni a lU (r o ti ^ M I u ni 
HMuI uni \ It i A knonkd e o'* h’i^ ^ so < i ^ 

i" id *rnn ^he jhtur o ^ ti to n\e nni, i tio 

laTi ^ a u Ul^ t U iie ^ 1 J ^ t \ o d ^ o e 

nd I \Ui, hit tiK nishi,a U Na ton i us i m 

»u 11 his iivt, s i» lu u i ti ^ \ t erd aliit nus 
hd m It t<ir hm*-vi '') the nun took ine dua «<i <» 
It \Ji^ the house, ^\ont nu *\a\, and none tuliowed hi »i 
Thai he jouraejed to jiot r <U}, whue he sold tfie 
dissh a d IiujiHti j^oiids a the rnte, r( turned to Ins 
own town. There he ^old hs tx ». ani pul his debts ; 
and 'e pro->peicd and 1x< inu nth *nd at tase. 

After some >earb had passed, he su<i to n mSwlf, ‘Needs 
must I rep nr to the c»ly oi the owi er ol tne disb, i^hich 
the dog bestowed on me, and carr) him its price, together 
with a fit and handsome present/ So he took the pnee o! 
the dish and a suitable present and setting ouU |Ourne)ul 
night and day, till he came to the city and entenng, went 
straight to the place where the man's house haii been , 
but io, he found there notlurg but mouldering ruins and 
dwellm^^-places laid waste, over which the raven rioaktO , 
for the place was desert and the environs chai ged out of 
knowledge. At this, his heart and soul were UouUed aii<i 
he repeated the words of him who saith : 

The pnyy chambers are void of all their hidden store, As hearts of the 
fear of God and the virtues aU of yo.e* 

Changed is the vale and trange to me are lUgazeUts, And those 1 knew 
ol old Its sandhilla ate no more. 

And those of another : 

The phantom of Siiada came to me by idght, near the break of day, 
And roused me, whenas my comrades all m the desert sleeping ky. 
»«t, when I awoke to the dream of the night, that came to vi'sit me, I 
Ibund the air void and the wonted place of our rendeavou» far away 




